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SOLILOQUIES | 
AND v1 
PRAYERS: * 


: With a- I 
PREPARATION *' 
| To the | : 


J Holy Commumon, 
; And. other Devotions added: 


to this Edition. 


It n Two Parts... 


By Peter Du-Moulin, I D: 
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TO THE 
| | Right Honourable 


ELIZABETH 


A | Counteſs of + 
Burlington and Corck, 


Sole Davghter and Heir of the 
Right Honourable 


H ENRY. 
Earl of Cumberland. 


Madam, 
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| private calamity: Ahd yet by amore 
| particular” title your Ladiſhip' might. 
claims them. as your own goods , For 
God having. (ent me ſome interruption 


in my: hea 72 whilſt your Ladiſhip ex- 
preſt much charity and tenaer care for 


my recovery, 1 endeavoured to. make 
ſome amends for the diſcontinuance of 


mine attendance, and_ ſpent: theſe 
thoughts to give to your Devotion what 
help Tconld, 'that-in your: Prayers you 
might ever meet\God, whom many times 
we miſs whenwe- go' about*to ſeek him 
by prajer. ” 

T ruly-we ought to obſerÞe with our 


beſt care what may be the reaſon why ſo 


often either we: find no returu of our 


prayers, or find a return of diſpleaſure 
flea of comfort, As for the perverſe 


axd hard-hearted, whimyet taks-upon 


them to pray; the- blind man healed by | 


Chriſt [ach Joltig. 31.7 hat-God 


forthe mann imipenitent fianers,. 


*- Bib what" hitve"'"to do with them 


. . 


CE OSTD 


rs; any he (aith right, 


that ure within, peaking how to jour” 
Rn RT In godly: 


The Epiftle Dedicatory: 
godly ſoul endowed with Gods fear and* 
love? Why then are theprajers of them 
that love and fear God ſo little effeftnal 
many times? The main cauſe 1 the 
wandring of their thoughts when they- 
are nbout that holy duty, For it & no 
wonder that God granteth not what we 
ark when we think not what we ath.+ 
And it were a wonder if that Holieſt of 
Holies, being ſpoken 10 without attonti- 
0n, did not reſent” ſo great © a conteinpt 
which we would not uſe to'onr inferionrs; . 
Since then the wanaring of our thoughts 
#5 the -canſe of that great evil;-what us 
the canſe of that. wandering? Tndeed 
the prime cauſe 1s the'inrapacity of ns: 
low carnal nature'to comprehend theins 
finite God ,,: who bring invifeble"antl. 
immaterial doth not help the-mind with 
any image proportionate tothe ſenſe and- 
Imagination; without :whivh.it-$xuary” 
hard for the ' underſtanding \to fix"hy - 
rhouphts.-.. And that defebt tre nr ae 
ture i mille worſe by this defeltin ony * 
aunty, "that we: make" our adareſſes*to- 
God'having not-confidered: before what * 
PT OAING wee 


FS 


n > 
"#2 x, re > . RY. 3; Solid Canes Con oG % * tans w_—T SS WEI RIY *<® J o hal ering RY ” 
4 * SIE 1 a. es” OE On TL pak EIN SE 1, oY REESE FEE , . 
Wes 2 THS—iof $rtT 
WE $6 le SIE. Mrs : PEE | YG A NEIS 0 | , ; ; 
FI - ab 4 F - 
E227 —_ 
þ+ : 
" 87 . 
— . 
"of = 
% 


We are e going #:48h whe God. ”, hou 
what We are... - 
 » eAndas the beſt things may be of ill 
al the ſaying of prajers by heart. [a 
neceſſary to many people, as tncapable 
to frame prajers,. jet withour ay eſpe- 
6zal good heed will give more licence te 
the wanaring of our thoughts : Fer 
| words ſetled in the memory. by Joy CH- 
Stems will come to aur _ end befare 


they emer into our mind:; and [auch is 
- mans weakneſs that obey woſt ord. na- 
g bt meh ERIE 


ftÞele creatoben 


— ruer x proper iT haves ” \ Soliloguy got 
E ho went Scripture. That at- 
— werſay c Lag en 4): ae Sooges 
Mention, roveginnn Jet,;t 

\ Owiarufterthem.-. 

\\._ x Fon beranſe. nba #6, fall FOO 
I keen weted onr-minds- full of. the buſineſ- 
(es ang. companies from hich. we come, 
pals wiſe conn/c to take time ts 
| Wedieare | 


F: 


'The Epiitte Dedicatory. 
meditate 4. little, . and. recollet' our - 
chengr befare we begin ta,pray. And ! 

berauſe many.times we are na-more-fit 
2a fbeak. ta-our ſelves. of "God. than. #0 
. Gag, your Ladiſoip ſhall fad here Salin | 
loquies ready m ; 

Fer the.- {everal.dajs 1 have. cheſen 3 
dif eantſukjelts,, and, ſuch. as. contain - * 
in. this, (mail. uumber the: whale duty, of © 
the Chriſtian, ayd laid them.iu. the. or» 
der that. I thought. fitteſt teſet a:conſei- 
exe im 4, gadiframe.. For aherwiſe  * 
intend. nat t0 tie Devotion to. Certaiy 
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might freely 
long, ſa" that. one gr rang ch ah 
Prazar will.not. hold You: abovea G HAT = 
ter of a% hour. 

T k:ow your Ladiſhip ſeth other 
good belps, ta your own more particular 
aſhirations to Heaven, Ate l. pre- 
-ſume net bereby. to mekg Joh decline 
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The Epiſtle Dedieatory. 


any form 'or devont cuftom where you 
have found edificatien, But by uſing 
theſe ſometimes the other will become 
new to your Ladiſhip, and variety will 
make them more acceptable and profi- 
table, _ EK 

One connſel IThumbly crave leave to 
#rge poi your podlineſs, that you ne- 
ver ſet your lf to pray without ſome 
1 NO EDS, either of your own - 
food thoughts, or anothers made ready 
ro your hand... To which end, I have 
+ the end of this Weok of Devotions 
added a preparatory Soliloquy for' any 
kind of ee: "For Hh Lie ſuch 


an immenſe diftance between God in 


Heaven and man upon Earth, it tu al- 
moſt: impoſſible for him that prayeth, 
tofix his mind newly come from worlal 
bafinefſes upon his Father which m 
leaven;  excepr ' he make before « 
Bridge of Meditation between theſe ſo 


# ſtant ſhores; 


Here alſo your Ladiſvip ſoall find a 
preparation for the holy Communion, 


| "although you want net- the labonrs of 


others | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


ethers:that have worthily.meditated up- 
on this ſubjeit, whoſe good example 
ought not to ſlacken the diligence of 
other Divines, but enconrage their in- 
duſtry. eAnd the. more this dnty is 
oppos d or negletted by-others, the more 
it concerns us to attend it with devotion 
and diligence, 

T hough there be better helps abroad 
for the prattice of Piety, theſe may be 
more effeftual with your Ladiſhip, be- 
cauſe they are your domeſtical goods, 
and produttions of your charitable care 
of my health, which provoked ye 5 
vorrs to takg this Care for the healthof 
Jonr Soul. | | 

T et by theſe helps of Devotion 1 do 
not ſo much intend to eaſe your Medita- 
tion of a labour, as to ſtir up towards 
"theſe ſacred dnties the rare abilities of 
Jour brave mind, bleft with a gracious 
= LY t0 godlineſs and good works. 
Of which could ſay much, but that 
Jour generoms Piety ſeeketh not to: be 
praiſed, but ſtrengthened, 

For that end T humbly proſent theſe 
Et Metita- 


Lal 
A" 


"The i Epiſtle leroy. 
Aﬀedibations us Hundmuils to your Ln- 
Lo "Devotion, beſeeching God to 
them with'bis wertu6from above, 
Ko You ny 'be* frengthened with 
might by-hid Spirit 1 the inner man, 
gromingievery dnj from yrace tv grace, 


| es the grace to glory, Treft, 
NITEEE 'Latiſhips 
Moſt datiful and moſt 
affectionate Servant, 


; 'P. Du-Maouin, Þ 
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of Soliloquies. and 
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| For the LORDS DAY 
Pe, 3T.' Verſe. 23. Ft 


pf E O love the; Lord, all Je- his Saint} 
Hs as I EY, 


pe As. there ever 2 more 


| $ that thoſe whom, God 
] <LORESs-loveth ſboyld.love'bim 
T For ſo many blefings. which 
1x: ſends cn. in great ſhowres ; 
upon 


\ reaſonable deſire, than _ 
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upen them, Enehey do leſs than ſend 
up to him the Vapo ppurs\Ff theft holy 
affeQions and thanks ? ay it was 
by him that, love. began. > Herein is | 
love, not "that we Fred him,” Yar that 
he lougd us YES ie tlove' ink be- 
cauſe he - rf love ; 4.10. - 
And the chiefeſt cffe& of his love to 
me is. the grace that he giveth = to 
loveah (f love, res .10 

and 1 A FEAST ITFIAS 
what love, whit thankfulneſs do I 
owe to my God in whom I have both ; 
my being and welbbejng?. 

But as the Sun makes us loſe the 
fel ofthe Stars; there is an effect of 
his loveFwhiich fees to Avallew: all 
the other effe&s, and by its great 
Tight draws uporritſelf atone the eyes. 
of the devout foul. And that is the 
ſending of the *ſon- of God 1c 
redemption. --For-God hit: "20 
the world; that vhe fore hatin 
70 the world, that horns +6 
tetng life Job!'3: "0 = 
able 


For the Lords day Morn, F 


2ble depth of the love of God ! Love 
ſtronger than death ! death of the ſon 


of God that gives us life ! Happy 15 + 


'he that can dive into that_gulf of ; 
mercy, Not to find the bottom, for 
ir hath none, bnt to loſe himſelf in it 
with love and admiration, But it is 
a comfort to me in this temporal con- 

| | dition where reaſon is ſhort-ſighted 
» | and cannot reach tothe height of the 
» | knowledge of God, that it1s poſſible 
L | for me to love more than I know, 
1 .{ And without comprehending his my- 
ſteries T may rejoyce 1n his love, 
© | Praiſcd be God that 1 know enough 
i | of him to love him, tko ygh 1 ſhould 
ll | know no more of bim bat that he lo- 
It | veth me. 
S Then that I may perfeRty love him, 
Ef Iwill take for my pattern the perfe 
ir 8 love that he bears to me, He loved 
* me _and elected me in Chriſt before 
the Foundation of the world. As his 
oh hs is eternal; mine muſt be perpe- 
{a 
mM- 
fe 


ual, ard artake of the perp 
of its TIT and _— Ford 


4  Soliloquy 


me freely and without hope of profit, | 
For though he fetch glory out of his | 


merey to me, he could have glory e- 


nough wirhout ir. And he could, 


Fetch glory our of his juſtice, if he 


had choſen rather to condemn me. 
My love ts him then mult be altoge- 


ther free, I muſt not Jove him with 
2 mercenary Jove, enly for mine owa 
utiliry, but purely and ſimply, be- 
cauſe hes good to me, geod in him- 
felf, and the prime perfeftien, And 
decauſe 1t is the duty of the creature 
to love the Creator, and of the re- 
deemed to love the Redeemer, 

He bath loved me with a ſingular 
fove, for Chriſt hath taken as much 
Itbour to redeem me as if he had 
none but me to redeem. It is not by 


the great, it is in particular and by | 


virtue of a ſingular ele&tion that I am 
- redeemed, And I may fay after 
St, Paxl that God loved me and pave 
himſelf for me, Gal. 2. 20. Beſides, 
his love guideth and tendeth me as 
carefully in all my wayes, yea in all 


LI 
wa 


mu ea my ey was anwace a 


For the Lords day Morn. &F 
my ſteps, as if he had none but me 
ro tend in all the world; I muſt tfien: 
for that ſingular Jove return him 
a love altogether ſingular; I mutt 
love nothing properly but him, all 
other things in him and for him, 
nothing out of him. He loved meſo: 
. much as to die for .me, I muſt allo 
love him more than my life, . He 
| Toved me as his Spouſe, 1 muſt alſo 
love him as' my husband,. but a bas- 
band to whom 1 owe my life 'and 'm 
ſelf ;_ a husband rbar married me with: 
eternal compaſſions, when T was by 
nature his enemy ; and marrying me 
te endowed me with bis own king-- 
dom, 

How it grieves me that I have 
nothing to bring to a husband” for 
great and ſo good ! For what can I. 
dring to' him in marriage ſince he 
hath given me whar I have; ard made 
me whar F am* Whar then ?: Shall T 
bring him nothing * Yes trulj , T* 
will bring him my heart, T will give 
- him wy love: For though I hold of: 
| WOO 


him: 


—»— ao Soliloguy 


him. my heart and the grace to love | 
'him, yet it is a gift of mine when I | 
preſent it. to him, becauſe I preſent it 
freely. Be the diſparity never ſo 
great between the Creator and the 
creature, '1 may give him ove for 
love : the eternal God that loveth 
me, payeth himſelf with the love of 
his little ſervant. 

T will pnt him as a ſeal pon my 
heart, Cant. 8.6. I. will keep him 
Aſt and cloſe to my hearc, that my 
heart may take the print of him 
and neyer loſe his bleſſed figure. 
He is ſo good that he defends me 
even whenlI offend him, I will be ſo 
good as to love him even when he 
{trikes me, He keeps near me when 
I turn away from_him, I mult keep 
-near him even when he ſeems to 
hjde his face from me. -God. pati- 
ently expects my. repentance, I will 
patiently expect his delivexance. He 
loved, bis own unto the.end, Joh, 13. 
 F; and be flaves with them alwayes, 

:#2vto the end of the world, Mar. 28,20, 
and 


md Se bow ot 
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For the Lerds day Morn. 7 | : 


and beyond;neved to-eteriity;!; bis 
tove”rto me hath-no end,.no meafure, 
no. intermiſſion; O: that my heart 


were towards him as his is towards 


me }Q that Iconld :lore-him:to the 
end; yea withour -cnd;-and- that the 
world andthe fleth ſboul& makeno 
intermiſfion.in my love !' O that 1 
could raiſe my love-/to ſuch a high de- 
gree, and there keep, that] many wa- 


ther. could" the fipods* drown is, Cant. 
8:7. 'Bur'ito that per hprrnghs crave 
the: oY ob his holy ſpirit; O 


PRATER 


: } eQ\/ G4 


My Gels ip y mot prin: from 


all eternity, 'anq wilt yer loyerme To 
all eternity; *T am'rooU:trie to <com- 
prehend- the greatneſs of "thy com- 
paſhions, :and the exceVſency: of -thy 
promiſes. 10. me,:: O Lord how 6x- 
celterit-is thy loving Kindneſs ! P/af. 
36, Thou haſt not only made me af- 
3220 B 4 ter 


cr thy::likeneſs, fed»me with thy: 

-* and ' preſerved me by- thy 
providence, but thou haſt not been 
paring of thine own ſon, and thy ſon 
hach 'not been ſparing ofhis own life 
to redeem me.from: death, atnd give 
me the inheritance: of thy kingdom. 
Othe depth: of the riches both of thy wiſ- 
dom and mercy } O incomprehenſible 
dneſs } O infinite love | What 
Mall I render. thee for: the  ineſtima- 
- Bletreaſures of thy: grace. 7 But even 
* this: belongs /to-the infinity of thy 
love, -that thoa accepteſt the love of 
_ thy little creature in exchange of thine 
mhinite love... Come''then, let me 
_ wen $3 me bleſs thee, O my 
God; who-forpiveſt: all. mind inign- 


| all my-difeaſe: ; who 
- redeemeſt | my life: from deftruttion, 
who crownefſt me with loving kgndnaſs 
-and tender mercies,. who  ſatisfieſt' my 
month with: good things, Pal. 103.3. 
.O my $ayiour Jcſu,-who forty fake 
had thy hands and feer pierced with. 
oails,, ard. thy: ſide launc't- with a 


—_ oxXaH ce uw wt cc wa. 


ſpear, 


For the Lords day Morn, & 
ſpear, br pleaſed ro make' a+ whoE- 
ſome wound' in = breaſt with the” 

- point ofthyTove. For as by thy light? 
we ſec light, fo thy fervent love: 
to us, we are It " with love to 
thee. 

.O thou'tke: firit Bddkey, the ' firſt? 
goodneſs, who only deferveſt thatT 

» | make an incenſe of my affeRions: un-- 

| to thee with the fire of love, Ide- 

, | fire to'know'thy perfeRtions better 

, | thatT may love them berter;. 1 de- 

, | fire to love thee with all-my heart. 

> | and with all mine underſtanding; and* 
more yet' with my heart; becauſe ir 

15 more capable to embrare tliee that 

| mine underſtinding” to' know” thee. 

Lord how Teſteem*the-ceteftial glo- 
ry, becauſe tliere-the ſonal knows thee 

and loves thee. perfeRly -F And: how” 
the ' world: and *mine own fietlt diſ-- 
pleaſe me, becauſe they make me in- 
capable to+ know and: love thee” as- 
much-asI defire 1' Bur although fee? 

my ſelf full of imperfe&ion, yer the * 

ls Lat" thy name0- i f 
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2b . , Prager A 7 
and tothe remembrance of thee, With | 
wy ſoul hgve 1 deſired thee iu the night, 
Jea, with my ſpirit within me will. 1 


FE ſeck thee early, Iſa. 26. $. I will ſeek 


thee, O..Lord, but have need that 
thou ſeek me and find me, and bring, 
we thy ſelf to.thee, -and put. far.frum 
me all things and all defires that make; 
me go aſtray fromithee, 

My . God, : becauſe I love thee, I 
delire to, pleaſe thee, and that I may 
| Pleaſe thee. I deſire, to, be like junto 

thee,» O-great Bridegroom. of my 
foul when wik thou make me like un- . 
to thee. that I may. be, all. handſome, 
anda fit:Bride for thee > When ſhall 
I..be, clad all about, all over, with 
the yew man which after God is created 
iu Yiphteonſneſy and. true holine(s | 
 Epheſ:4. 24. How ambitious am 1 
to be. deckt with the precious jewels 
of faith, charity, zeal, the o-yamert 
of a-meck. and quiet fpirit which before 
thee 3s of great price, 1.Pet., 34+ Fra 
«bove all with thy love which is the bond 
ef perfeltneſs, Col. 3. 14, that bow 
Chri- 


J> 
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Chriſtian, vertuewebe 2571 pr aament :of 
rurectives 27 he it evd'chitivg about 
my neck., Prom:y. : Lord-thou haſt 
adorned. me. with- the imputation of 
thy perfect righteouſneſs, my. glori- 
qus:weddiig n;:whtreby Ido 
»befare chavd>sHy fatber-and 
mine-all Sigkreousrarid vl petfect- 
1 will greatly: rejojce-in the; Lord, my 
ſoul foal bg jayfut tnrwy God, for on 
hath tlaathod. ngp>vith- dhe games uf 
I _— wwe. 5 wk 

r of 78 neſs; a ixtdrgroms 
aecketh. hingfelf axith ornament; and as 
a Bride edorveth or ſelf with her 5 gon 
els; Hai 63: 10.3%; (7 vt 

> O- Chit whouhaſt. placady: mide. 
me fimeweak'the:jowects ofirhy anerlit, 
be pleaſed:tb add tanto thenvlthoſe: af 
thy {piris; that tby righteeuſneſs ſcrvs_ 
noti-only :to- jultifie me; dur much 
more "zo ſanRifie, me, : Far 1- {hail 
never! be a;Spouſe. handſome enough 
$dnifucl a perfect Bridegroo tilt thy 
tertues-paſs unto-and ino:me, and 
woe: me-inf0 ws likegels' dy the 
Operation, 
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operation of thy 


love exprefi” in a ſerions imitation. 


OLord, #59 banner over — 


Cant, 2; 4. my wedding live: 


 _ love. With that livery?E: os | 


be ke by rhice-into-1h6- 
der, *Giben ;thar barrow 
love produce his beſt: cffe&t in me, 
whicth- is to chango' the. perſon lo» 
into:the beloved;: fo-that L 
ks Fog $ aw" cyecifiel with\Chri 
nevertheleſs T:live,"'yae- wor"; 
Chrift. liveth-in me, and the lifewhich 
T'now live: in rhe fleſh .# live 'by the 
rn prto hmm 
| E, 21 20 
JF lock for an evernal : labiratzon ro 
live with-thee -and live 'by: tby life; 
\- Bat it- 1s t60 
till thou. bring me.into that wedding 
' room.. I havea wedding room for 
'- thee in_my- heart, nor ſo. welb for-- 
_ as I: could wiſh to-receiveſuch 
4+ great gueſt, . but: come Lord: and 
bring thy: furniture of ce oy 
iS | Wi: 


phwerfub ſp piric, rhe | 
chief: effe&- rhereof- being a fervent: 


; #0 
mm eo oe £©oO@Tj.1r@ rk HH 9 ow _ 


long'for me to expe 
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-with thee. That houſe cannot: want 


9 | 
p | accomeVation tit 'is graced by thy: 


preſence. O Lord be thos in me and* 
L in thee, as thou Father art mm the 


| Sor.,. and thou Sox in the Father;. that 


1alſo may be” ond with you, John 17. 

by* the holy: Ghoſt the-ſpirit"'an$ 
bond of love: _ And to you three per-- 
fons and one God be glory for ever-- 
more, Amen. 
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"Evening, 
<* ot 4Val2,, qa: 61. \ 
Haw (nome Ny _ my word. 
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_ Ow ordinary ir 15 to hear x | 


word, z2d how rare to keep 
it! And how ſimply witl men per- 
ſwade themſelves that they love God, 
when they take no care to pleaſe him ! 
They 16ve Gol is they ds their tor- 
ſes, for their uſe, which is not loving 
God but themſelves, He that will 
love God and not keep his word, doth 
as a" wife married to a worthy hus- 
band, to whom ſhe ſhould fay, I will 
love \ you for my pleaſure and prof, 
bus out of that I will do nothing. that 
you require of me, How near this 
. comparzſon comes to me whoſe ſou] 
is betrothed to my -Saviour Jeſus 
who 


T For the Lords day;Even, 15 > 


who loved me. and. gave himſelf. for. 
me, and hath fi ipned the contract, of 
marriage with his own blood ? For 
it is t00-true that my love to him 
hath more reſpeted my benefit than 
my duty. 

I have often proteſted chat I loved 
him, Now he. puts my love ta the 
trial, If nollfWour me keep my. command- 
K-aikdy } If a man love me he ſhall 
keep my words,” Joh, 14. 15. He gt 
haye lave- from his Spouſe (: and 
is every Chriſtian ſoul.) bur it, is» 
cording to the lawes of matrimony zo 
love, to cheriſh, aud to obey. It.is 
the leſſon made to that royal Bride, 
which repreſents rh the Church. o 
the . firit-borg,, which, are written. in 
heaven, and. every good: ſoul. .: Far- 
ger thine own people and thy fathers 

ouſe, fo feall: the King greatly deſire 
thy beam 
pathos $ 


for. he 19. thy, Lord, and 
= him,, Plal.45. 197. 1 


conkerue my {£4 to\ rhe oe 
pogo nd. Bridegroom 'of, 
foul bewall aveme ing cars 


nal 


_ > Soltloquy 


nal intereſſes. He preatly deſireth: 
and dellplirerſi in thar beauty which: 


himſelf th given me, his renewed 


e conſiſting in his knowledge and' 
lbve, and'faith in his FO, But 
unleſs I worſhip him, humbly bow- 
ing and fubjeRing all mine affections 
unto his word and pleaſyre;. I have 
not tharbeauty which he Mſireth and' 
a hteth in, Hr I deceive my ſelf 
| a falfe. perſwaſion that I love 

Hitn. For How can1 love his perſon 
without loving his pleaſure #' And: 


| How canT make a ſeparation betweerr 
hionand:his will ſince his will is him- - 


ſelf? 
'My ſoul be thou tv thy God ant 


more defireable than gold, and ſweet- 
3.0m o_ Pſal:'19, 10, It is thar 

wiſdom whole wajes are 
wa wow. pleaſantneſs, and all hir pyths 


are pence. She is a tree of life to them ' 


that Loy bod ber, any Ty 


Hasband a loving” and' obedient wife, 
ter his word- b - precious to+ thee, , 
earn ir, cheriſh it; keep it; TItcis. 


For the Lards day Even, if © 
ove that retains her, Proc3. 17, 
But what is it #0 Jay hold upon her; 


| 5 it to profeſs the rruth ?-Whar is ir 


to retain her, 'is it 'toargae about re- 


ligion in -diſpme ?. Sure there goes | 


more to: that. "Iv" is 40 main- 
tain the"excellency ef it'by pradtice. 
Pure religion and nndefiled before God 


and the father is this, to viſe the fa- 
 thevleſs and widdowes in their _— 


on, and to keep himſel _— rom 
the world, To rw þ lon 

God expeSs. of me «a 'be ſhewed 
to his: 'commandements, ſo that 1. 
wn with David; wy /oul bath kept 

wks teſtimonies aud I: love Thom EXCEOG- 
19, 167. + | 
- fove God a5 Fought, 
I i in -al —_ loveth, _ - 
veth righteouſneſs and judgement, Pla 

33: nY will then give to/all their 
right, beginning by himſelf, payitig 
the love, the faith, the reverence; 


| and the obedience tohim due, | Next 


E will I e to my neighBours their 
right, beivg- ſincero/ in my 
j2% aith- 
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faithful in my- ae. Jo 4: my 
converſation, poſſeſſing nothing:Þur 
what is jultly';mine, | accounting ;the 
unjult gain to be a: loſs and a curſe. 
 Geddeſpiſeth-not the ſacrifice of a bro- 
ken: #146 contrite hears, -Pſalo 5 1.27; 
Bavid-calls/it; the ſacrifice of. '/God. 
Lwill. then endeavour. to break my 
heart. with: contrition, --of . which. I 
Rk ties _— —_ and _ 
A ©:10 
:zf am[eotymanded 10.40 weed: -6d 
tommniedte,: for with: ſth ſacrifices 
Godiwelp ee Heb.:13.26. And 
lemiaughtithai God {eveth « chaarfal 
giver,” 2:Car. 9.7, will then chear+ 
ly offer unto Gadghoſe. ſacrifices 
of bencFerrto Bye loneth: TARd 
lince-T cat doing good! tomy Savi 
our that does-mei1o much -pood; I 
will-dogood to his Diſciples] - - 
God loveth the meek, and itwas 
to, them thar' Chriſt. came to- pteach 
g00d tidings, Since he Joveth'thiem 
t0:much, -F-will love themajſo! 1a; 
61.1, and I will endeavour to be 
. Werks 


. 0% toes 1: # wa, foe by" oh, * 


; For the Lords day Evevw. 1g "I 


meek that. he: may love:me,,, In theſe 
and in all things elſe I will. endeavour 
co keep his word, becauſe I love him 
that gave: it- me to, keep, - and becauſe 
his will is my delight. Q when ſhall 
that . happy .day ,come, when. -{hall 
perfetly keep Gods word, becauſe 
I ſhall perfectly love - him ? When 
ſhall T live far- from- thoſe that keep 
not . his word, becauſe they do not 
love him, and ſeduce or offend, or iv- 
terrupt them |jthat. would: keep 2)! 
When ſhall L ye wahthe life: of -the 
Saints and-blefſed. that find all -their 
pleaſure in. lovingaod ſerving God, 
and know .no.difterence. between their 
duty and theix delight. . - « 


\ God Almighty and all good, 


| when I conſider that thou ma- 
keſt the winds thine eAngels, and the 
flames. of. fire thy Qdiniſters, and thas 
fire and hail, ſnow, vapour, and ftor- 
my wind. are fulfilling thy word, os 
. 148: 3 


=o. 5 Prayer | 
148. I wonder that things incapa* 
ble tolove thee ſhauld inviolably keep 
thy word, and that no creatures 
ſhould decline to obey it, but thoſe 
whom thon haſt indowed in their cre- 
ation with'a capacity to know and 
love thee. Lord, whar a ſhame is 
this' to me, that I ſhould be over- 
come in' readineſs of obedience by 
thoſe creatures that know not their 
tion to thee 1 Yer, O 
Goff that Low all thirigs; Soy 
knoweſt 'thar 'E love "thee, -which'is 
more 'than they do. "1Bur/it "is clear 
that I love thee not enough ſirice I do 
not -obey' thee 45 readily ont 'of love 
and reaſon as' other” treatnres: do 
wiboureiher, out of a meer inſtin& 
of nature:”- My G6d Fhimbly crave 
thy pardon for that want of obedi- 
ence; ard for my want of love which 


i the cauſe of it. O' Father of mer- 
cies cover thar (hortneſs of Ibve with 


the infmity of thine. Enter nor in- 


to judgment with me for beirg ſo cold 
to love thee, ſo ſlow to ſerye thee, 
ſo. 


OOO. 6a fee a... Oh. of wm WY bod wor 
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For the Lords dey Even. 2% 


ſo-careleſs to hear and keep thy word, 
I cannot tell the number of the atts of 
my diſobedience againſt thy word, 


nor ſufficiently comprehend the great- 


neſs of thy mercy which « in the.bea- 
vens, and of thy faithfulneſs reach- 
ing wnto the clouds, O Lord ſince 
hy heavenly mercy is ſo great as to 
promiſe remiſſion of ſins to all that 
would have their recourſe unto thee 
by the merit and interceſſion of thy 
Son, thy faithfulneſs alſs ſhall be ſo 
great as to fulfil thy promiſe to me 
thy ſinful ſervant; who now embrace 
by faith the merit of thy beloved ſon, 


_ and implore the benefit of his 'gra- 


ctous interceſſion, | 

And that hereafter I may ſo love 
thee that I may keep thy word, give 
me grace by the operation of thy ſpi- 
ritto learn of that holy word how 
I may love thee, Let me love thy. 
word with a fervent heart, Let me 
come to it with a holy appetite, as 
thy Prophet, who fonnd thy words 
and did go4 thews, and thy word was 
| CE " _walo 
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24 -* Ppoger | 
Hhto him the joy and rejoycing of his 
heart,” Jer, 15. 16, Let ut be ro me 
quick" and powerful, and ſrarper thay 


ao beef voy ard, 'Heb. 4.12, Ler ” 
m y nd it profitable for ao-]N 


fenfib | 
ftrine, . for teproef,, for corretthon, for 
zrſtruttion tn righteouſneſs, till 1 may. 
be perfett thoroughly farmſfhed unto 
all yood works, 2 Tith, 3. 16, - Be 
plediedro.giake' me Hilipent in $00d 
works, 2Hlons tor thy glory, and 
Matirable* ro 'my netghbours] Let 
me not love thens in word, either tn 
torigue, but in deed and in truth. 
Jam.*3..18. Let we ſet mine affetti- 
675 01 things above, not on things on 
the earth, Col. 3,'2. Let not my 
hearr be ſer upon the world which 
I muſt leave, but upon thee my per- 
mavent poſſeſſion, _ Let my breaſt be 
horas? where” the incenſe of 
'my holy affeRions aſcend to thee'con- 
tinually, and where thy ſelf may be 
Pleaſed rodwell, fitting between faith 
and love as it were berween the Che- 
rubims.” Ter thy: will ever 'be my 


rule, J.. 
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For the Lordg ally Even, 23 _ 


rule, thy! fear i ny guide; thy- wit- 


dom. my. counſellaur, and thy: pro- . 
miſes my comfort, Ler _ my 
mouthcand thiemeditation uf | my | htart 


| 66 acceprablacimeby 1 fs vt air my 


i hand my tercernar,;' 'Plal. T9. 

oe me: « blanicleſs and harm- 
ſis thoohild of God, withont rebake, 
iz the:mafe of " crooked and perverſe 
batida; amor: whonty] ay. —_— C 
lights the works, Phil «2. IS\% - 

-2Q Lord openithe covnmbtank tha 
hearts of thoſe that love thee not arid 
keep nor” thy! word; ->SanCtific them 
that know-thee; 'and 41% whale hearts 
chou: haſt alcead pkingled {bois ſparks 
of thy love. 'Deliverdby:Ghareh- 
deemed> with rhy. blood: from hert- 
fies, ſchiſmes, and ſcandals. : And 
ſince ſhe is thy Spouſe ler her be pre- 
ſented mnto thee as a. chaft Virgin, 
having neit ber {pot #or wrinkle. Ep 
$\i27.*: And lernty foul: which 15 al- 
foth\ $5 96s be ſo preſented! !before 
ie, heb by thy ſpirit thy 
chillen k ofa binween perſecutions 


and 


Z4 -_-* Frger 505 5 0 
| andterprations, and perfectthy Ver- 
cue in theic weakneſs. Wipeooff the : 


foul aſperfions caſt npon thy ( 
-and ler: net the figs-of' the - ole 


Nie u> thy jealoubic pj bowels 

of thy 'mercies. Suffer not for ever 
ehy name to be blaſphemed, and thy 
redeemed children to: be expoſed to ff 
the 'rage-:of the world anad-the De- 
vil. | God of. peace br#ife Satan wn 
dev onr' cet ſhortly, 'Ram;; 16; 26. 
Lord fefu come quick, Reyve22. ha- 
ſten the fulfalling of .thy kingdom. Þ| - 
Begin row thy: kingdom: within us, || - 
delivering us Gout th the bondage of (in, 
.whoſe yoke iis athouſand times hea- (| 
vier tothemthaviove thee. in In Femnh, 


. than that" of all the eyrins od per- 
ſecurors. ©» O Lordif we bekarave 
. cannot be —_ and. i: there 


mee ' 
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For Sunday. 25 


thee we cannot be beaten down by the 


hatred of the world, O let me ever 


aſpire- to thoſe eternal tabernacles 
where they: are ina foveraign happi- 
neſs, becauſe they are filled with a 
ſoveraigh love of thee. Endue me 
with vertue to fight the good fight, 
the remnant of the dayes of my va- 
nity, with a firm expectation rhar I 
ſhall ſhortly aftd for ever enjoy thy 
great peace, and that. victory into 
which death was ſwallowed up by 
our Lord Jeſys Chriſt, ta whom - 


with rhee and the holy Ghoſt be glo- 


ry for evermore, Amen. 
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For mine iniquities are gone over m be 
| head, as an heavy burden, they" 
are too heavy for me, | by 
s <: . ogare:..:, -:Ys 


-T He life of a faithful ſoul is. 
| Journey to God, And Ipraile 
his mercy, that I feel within me a 
ſincere deſire to be a traveller in that 
| Journey, For I know that to draw 
near .unto God is my.good, and to 
draw back from him is certain per-ſ 
dition. 

But when I endeavour to riſe up 
ro: God, I feel a hedvy burden of the 
fleſh lying upon the wings of my de- 
yotion, that keepeth ir down, Thenſ4, 
the number of my ſins fills me with} 

: ſhame, : 


For Manaay. 27 


_Jſhame, and the high juſtice and holi- 
"Yneſs of God ftrikes me with terrour, 
For if the Seraphims cover their fa- 
ces with their wings before him as 

_ Uoot holy enough to behold that-ho- 

Jlieſt of holies, how can I appear 
"] before him. with my weak unclean 
Gf rature? how can the ſtuble ſtand be- 

I'fore that conſuming fre ? 
| T fee then that to rife up to God, 

the firſt round of the ladder is hu- 

militie, - I ſee that if I will be ac- 
Equitrted T muſt condemn my ſelf, and 
that my judge will nor pronounce-me 
guiltleſs till I plead guiltie, 

Woe is me ! I have too much cauſe 
for it, When 'I conſider what 1 
have received: of God, and what T 
have- repayed him, He hath crea- 
ted me after his image, and I have 

disfgured- it by fin, He hath made 
MH me De his glory, and I have fought 
mine own, He hath ſhore _ upon 
Fe with the light of 'his rruth; ang. 
<q I have-not walked in his light, 
He hath oy me with the pre- 
$10 2 
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28 Soliloquy 
cious bloud of his beloved ſon, and 
I did not deliver to him thar, which 
he bought at ſo dear a rate. My 
body and my ſoul belong ro him 
by right of creation, redemption, 
and prelervation, and I did not wo 

4hily Slorifte him in- my. body,, and 


_ in my ſpirit which are. his. How 


Q 


"© 


many graces have I received of his 
liberality : ? And what account can 
I give him of the uſe I put then 
ro? What thanks did I give him fa, 
ſupplying my wants, and helping m 
out of my dangers? - How many times 
inſtead of thanks, when he. defended 
.me havel offended him, and he while 
T offended him defended, -me,. as, il 
his: goodneſs and mine unthankful 
neſs had been ſtriving for maſtery.?. , 
Solomon tells me that to puniſh the 
Juſt it is not good. Nor to ftrike Pri 
ces for. equity, Prov. 27,26, Yeti 
is the. uſage that I have, offered to 
, my God.. Ihaye ſtricken ar.the jul 
*-one and the Juſtice it ſelf, by A 
Ying. his good ng And that jul 
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For Munday. 29 
: | one 1s my Prince. And it isfor his 

x cquity and forbearance that I abuſed 
him, for had he ſunk me into hell 
when I was wilfully ſinking into fin, 
had he not continued unto me life, 
8 ftrength and plenty, I could not have 
' imployed his benefits to off:nd my 
benefactor as I have done. 

How ſlackly, how overly have I 
performed the duties of his ſervice ! 
-— what gadding of my thoughts in my 
prayers! Whar co]dneſs in-my devo- 
"Þ tion ! What neglect of good works ! 
'OF Have I-heard his word with attenti- 
1 on} Have I meditated . on it with 
"y affection! Have I kept it wirh fin- 
'F Ferity 1 "And when' God _roucht mie 
with his 'good Spirit, 'did T-readily 
receive and entertain his good mo- 
tions 1-:Did T open to him every time 
thar he knockt, and faid to me as to 
the Spouſe, -open to me my ſiſter my 
love | Did I not rather deſpiſe the 
riches of his goodneſs and forbear- 
ance and long-{uffering, not krowing, 
or (.which is worſe ) not minding 
<Q! C 2 that 


30 _Soliloguy 
that the goodneſs .of God leaderh 
me to repentance] How ſlowly do 
I ſtir to raiſe my thoughts tg ; 
and how quick are my , motions tq- 
wards the world | How, eafily am 
I imangled with unbelteving . cares 
and fears, and lulled with the de- 
ceitfulneſs of worldly hopes?;Poor 
foul that aſpireſt to heaven thyagpun- 
try, what a ſtrange air doit tholfive 
in? Where the world. engroſſethall 
the time, and one, cannot think - of 
God but by ſtealth, what_a ficſhly 
priſon art thou confined to, whert 
Piety 4s languiſhiog and fin 1s live;f] | 
ly? Where nature helpeth: her - cap-jj 
tivity and feareth. her: liberty?  Q 
wretched ſoul that I am, who ſhall 
' deliver me from. the body of this 
death! Cant. 5. 2. Rem.7. 24, 


"#3 
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mo RMS: Roet. 
| O Great God, whoſe majeſty is 
infinite, the holineſs perfec, 


the eyes all ſeeing, and the. jultice 
o for- 


For Mm»aay. 3k 
formidable,” T am caſt down with 
ſhame and confuſion of face, when I 
think how pure thou art and how 
impure I am, herein the more guil- 
ty becauſe thou haſt created me after 
thine image, and endowed nie with 
thy holy knowledge, konouring me 
ſo- much as to acknowledge me + 
for.,.one of thy Children in thy 
{on Jefus Chriſt, which high grace 
Eh 'to have made me ſtudjous 
6; become like my Father which 


15*m heaven, Thou haſt given we 


holy laws, thou haſt compaſſed me 
about with loving kindneſs and ten- 
der mercies, thou haſt comforted my 
foul with thy ſaving promiſes , but 
I have tranſgreſſed thy laws, abuſed 
thy tender mercies, and turned the 
comfort of thy ſaving promiſes in- 
to an -occafion of carnal ſecurity, I 
have been active for the world-and 
ſlow in thy ſervice, T have ſought 
mine own things more than the things - 
of the Lord Jeſus; . this decentul 
world hath many times Riolen my 
£1 NO 4 love 


32 Prayer 


love which to thee only is due. And 


the ;ubjets thou haſt given me to love 
and glorihe thee, I have miſapplied 
to the contrary, being with-drawn 
from thee'by thy benefits which ſhould 
have drawn me to.thee with cords 6f 
humanity. Ihavecumbred my mind 
with diffident cares, and fears offen- 
five to thy love and providence, 
whereas; I ſhould have caſt all my 
cares upon thee, for-thou careſt for 
tne ; how many faults of preſumption; 
how many faults of errour, how ma- 
ny ſecret faults do I daily commit be- 
fore thee the holy one, and the juſt 
that bateſt iniquity and juſtzfie& not 
the wicked ! and how far am I from 
that holineſs requiſite 1n words, in 
thoughts, in ations and more in af- 
fetions to walk in thy preſerce ! O 
great and holy God, that ſeeſt all; 


that. judgeſt //all, ard: fearcheſt- the 


hearts and reins | 7 have finzed, n hut 
ſhall I ao rothee thou preſerver of men? 
766 7.20. O Lord that hareſtnot the 
work of:thy hands, what doſt thou 


CX- 


For Minday. JJ 
expe of me a ſinful-creature, but thae 
F humble and condemn my ſelf before 
ed j thy juſtice, and then by a faith work- 
rn | ing by love appeal from thy juſtice to 
dj thy mercy *.- O Father of mercies, 

of | though Tam a great ſinner, yet am I 
d | ina condition'to preſent unto thee an 
n- | acceptable ſacrifice, ſince the ſacrifices 
e, | of God are 4 broken ſpirit, a broken and 
y | #contrite heart O-God thou wilt not ae- 
r | /piſe,PTal.5 1.17. Our hearts are never 
1 | whole betore thee till they be broker, 

- | and they cannot be broken until then 
- | break them' thy ſelf by thy good ſpi- 
{t U rit,. with the wholſome broif fret 
t peritance. Our hearts are hard' rill 
n || thy {elf make them ſoft , and onr'lips 
1 | doſe in matter of confeſſi ing our fins, 

- | and thy praiſes until thou open chem, 

) | Here is then Lord the beginning of my 
f 
) 


hope ; yea of my confidence, while I 
am ſitting i in the aſhes and rears of my 
contrition. For this contrition is the 
work of thy grace in me, ſeeing that 
1a meabideth no good ; and my fert- 
ous 5 diſpleaſure to have offended thee, 
C 3 nd 


34 Prayer 
and my deſire to. return unto thee 
is the work of thy ſpirit drawing me 
to make me run afterthee, 
.. © Lord, there s forgiveneſs with 
thee that thou mayeſt be feared, Plal, 
130. Ifwe were not ſinners, in vain 
had thy beloved Son come into the 
world.; and the grievouſneſs of my 
ſins provoketh the greatneſs of thy 
mercy.. The greatelt ſins are covered 
with the merit 05 my. Saviour Jeſus, 
as the tops of the higheſt hills were co- 
' vered with the waters of the flood. 

. O my God, whom I have fo much 
offended, 1 will not add unto my 0- 
ther ſins that of, incredulity :;..1- will 
imbrace thy holy promiſes that who- 
foever belitveth in feſus (hrift. ſhal 
wet periſh but have everlaſting life, 
yea that he that believerh on him though 
he were dead yet ſhall he live, Joh. 3. 
16. LordI believe, help thou my un- 
belief, make me to hear joy and glad- 
rteſs, that the bones which thou haſt 
broken may rejoyce. Hide thy face 
from my ſins and blot oxt all mine ini- 


quities, | 


For Munday, 35 
quities. Reft:re nnto-me the joy of thy 
Salvation aud uphold me with thy free 


firit, Pal. 51. 


Truly 1 have fin m my boſom 
which 1s a worſe death- than the na- 
tural, But there by rhy grace Fhave 
alſo the ſparks of faith which is the 
life of the ſoul. O increaſe thetn 
thou holy -and good ſpirit. And 
ſince the righteous ſhall live by faith; 
O God give me'a faith that may 
frame in me the life of 'righteoul- 
neſs, and endow me with righteouſ- 
neſs that I may live by faith. *Ereate 
” me 4 Clean heart O'God and ravew 
4 right ſpirit withiy 'me;- Pal; 5 ff. 
Lord Jeſn' who being 'made'$3wilty 
for me haſt raken away the 'pailt or 
my fin be pleaſed alſo to take away 
the iniquity- of the fame... For that 
which is moſt terrible to me in my fin. 
15 not the terrour of thy judgements, 
it 1s finirt ſelf, Irs fin that frights 
me with its uglineſs, that confounds 
me with its enormitie, that: bre2ks 
my back with its weight, Aire 


36 Prayer For Mwnaay. 
tniquities are gone over m) heal as. 
an heauy- burden, they are too heavy 
for me, Pal. 51. O great dclive- 
xer of the captive and the oppreſſed, 
thou that ſayeſt come awnto me all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden ana 1 
will eaſe you, Matth, 11, 28, I come 
to thee weary and heavy laden with 
the weight of my fins. Eaſe me O 
my Savigur according to thy good 
promiſes, free me from the. yoke of 
_ mniquity,; and fo ſtrengthen me with 
thy free ſpirit that I may lay aſide e- 
very, weight-and the {in that doth ſo 
ealily. be-ſet me, and; that TI may run 


_ with (ppyience-the'race that is ſet be- 
--* fore:me, looking unto: the Lord Je- 


” Vs heather and finiſher of my faith, 
' To whom with thy father and thy 
good ſpirit be glory for ever, Ames, 


— 
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" Rom, 5. Verſe r. 


Therefore being juſtified by faith we 
have peace with Ged through our Lord 
7eſus C briff, y 


Soliloquy. 


XX. 7 Hich way ſoever TI look upog 
| . the world, whether I conſider 
the extent ofall its. regions,. or the va- 
riety of events, or the multiplicity. of 
condit;:ons of men, or the ſucceſſion 
of years ſince the firſt ſin till now , 1 
find in all times and places the la- 
mentable effe&s of the diſſention. be- 
tween God and man. In manlI ſee a 
general and opiniatre Apoſtaſie from 


kis maker, his thoughts are far from 


God, his affeRtions are deboiſhed 


from 


3$ Soliloguy 
from his Iove, his ations are oppo- | 
ſte to his commandments. Yea, he 
Soeth about to perſwade himſelf that 
God 1s but. a Chimera invented by 
Princes to keep the ſubject in awe. 
T he fool hath ſaid in his hears there ts 
#o God, Pal. 24.1. For though he 
cannot ſay ſo much in his underſtan- 
ding that convinceth him of the con- 
trary, yet he entertaineth it in his 
heart, becauſe he wiſheth it were ſo; 
there being nothing more terrible ro 
a felon than to . think on his Judge, 
Out of that enmity againſt God pro- 
teed all the- wicked deeds © that. are 
committed tn the world,” thoſe heaps 
of —_—_— ' that ſtrike heaven with 
their "height, and make the earth 
Sroan under their weight. I ſee on 
the other fide how God juſtly irrita- 
ted ſheweth fortlrby his judgements 
the quarrel he hath againſt man, ma- 
king the Summer ro ſcorch him, the 
winter to chill him, kis ground to be 
barren, his ayre to be peſtiferous, 
the ftorms to beat him, the ſea to 
| Wrack 
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wrack him, vermin to conſume him, 


' wild beaſts to tear him, hurts and 


ſickneſſes to torment his body, care 
and remorſe to torture his ſoul, and 
the world, to be; puniſht. by his, own 
wickedneſs; for what elſe are;robbe; 
ries by ſea and land, violences of war 
and oppreſlions of law, but puniſh- 
ments. that men infli& one upon ano- 


ther for rebelling againſt God ?: And 


yet that which.is ſeen of Gods judge- 
ments 1s nothing to that which 1s not 
ſeen, the torments of conſcience and 
that iake of fire and brim{ton-prepa- 
red for Gods enemies, where their 
worm. dieth, not, . and the fire 1s, not 
quenched; where there is wailing and 
gnalhing of teeth; where the torment 
hath no end, . becauſe the enmity with 
God hath novre. | 
And when. from about me I turn 
mine eyes within me, there I find to 
my great grief a remnant of that car- 
val mind which is _— againg God ; 
the fleſh Iuſteth againſt the ſpirit an 
the 0 4g ain Þ the fieſp, and theſe 


Fd 


40 Soliloquy © 
are contrary the one to the other, ſo that || « 
F cannot do the things that 1 would, | 5 
And I cannot but impnte all my croſ- | G 
.. fes; and all mine infirmities wg ta 
and troubles of mind, *to-:rhar' old. 
__— that God' bath againſt fin: | w 
r I ſuffer nothing but what is'com- | i 
mon to the children of God that have 
' Peace with him through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. For while the indignarti- || # 
"oft of God is ſpread over the perverſe 
world, 'and ' the children of God | n 
themſelves are not exempt of itin this Þ| Cc 
world, becauſe they are not yet alto- || {c 
gether exempr of perverſeneſs ; Yet NO 
attiong theſe reinnants of fin; and' in || d 
the midRt of the wages of ſin which g 
are death and affliction, the peace of || c« 
God which paſſeth all underſtanding || 0 
keepeth their hearts and mints chrome 
Fel Chriſt, Phil. 4. 7.” And they || g 
ce] within a' holy - perſwafion that | < 
their peace is made with God; - How || nt: 
beantiful upon the mountailis-are the 
feet of hins that bringeth 60d ridings, 
Las prbliſheth peace,” Fren bringerk 
gead þ 
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good tidings of good, that publiſheth 
Salvation, that ſaith unto Sion, thy: 
God rtipneth? Ela,52.4. O accep-: 
table news to Mme. that pies ge” 
in-iniquity, .and;by. nature a. child. of: 
wrath even —_— that God 
ſpeaketh to my heart: and there cr1i- 
eth that my iniquity 19-pardoned, that 
I bave received of the TS hand dou- 
ble for all my ſins | Yea,, though my 
many ſins were a hundred times more. 


| numerous, God my judge hath re- 
ceived double fatisfattion for thew, 


ſo- precious is the merit of my Savi-. 
our, ſo efteRual is the vertue of his 
death which he ſuffered for me. That 
great peace- is. offered to all, but re= 
ceived by few, Chriſt came unto his 
own and his own received him not; 
but as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the ſons of 
God, even to them that believe -anihis 
name. -I' bleſs: his-grace Iam one' of 
them that have received him, and he 
dwelling in my heart through faith, 
which himſelf hath given me, aſfureth 

TEE me 


4%. Solitoquy 
me that of an enemy by nature I am 
become one of his children, * He thaty 4 
dwebeth in the high and holy plac, with] it 
him alſo that is of an bumble and con-\| 
mrice ſpirit, Ta. 57.15, is pleaſed tof |: 
make his dwelling within me by his} f 
gracious: preſence, and there iro fer} E 
" his throne of peace, whereby he ſtil- 
lth the ſtorm of my perplexities, 
cares, and fears, of that fear eſpeci- 
that makes one for fear of death 
$0 be all his life ſubje& unto bondage; 
Heb. 2. 15. By the grace of my God 
I fear not death eternal, for my Sa- 
yiour hath ſwallowed it in viGtory, T 
fear'not the temporal, for that greatÞ 
_ hath ſanctified it, and chars 
ed 1ts nature by his death; maki 
4 a wie Hell, rhat it _ 
the gate of heaven to thews that be- 
lieve on him. - 13 Fin | 
-: From this ſtate of grace'and peace 
I:look as from a fafe harbour upon 
the rempeſts: that are raiſed abroad, 
by. the turbulent perverſity of men 
deſtitute of the grace of God ; = 
alſo 
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allo juſtly poureth upon them the vi- 
j als of his wrath. Great Empires are 
thy ſhaken, Monarchies are hurled down.. - 
»-j Men tear one another with wars and 
tof} law-ſuits, and mine'interefſes are not 
his free from the toſling ofthe genera]. 
ſer} But among that-tamult I hoy with- 
i1-|| in the peace of my God, and my 
es, | heart is a ſanRuary where God dwells 
ci-| with me and I with him, . If he fend 
thi me afflitions it is only to multiply his 
| comforts and ſhew his marvellous l0« 
>dj ving kindneſs by ſaving me. by his 
a-f| right hand, P/&. 17,7; He hath des 

If livered me from eternal i\pains; he 
at ſanifieth the temporal for, my good, 
nj He makes his rod: like: that of Aaron 
gh to bring me both fruits and flowers, 
Iam aſſured that all that he ſends 
e- | Me is good, fince it comes from the 

| hand of my God and Father, and that 
ell. finally he will make; me victorious, 
nfl friumphing of all the enmity. of Sa- 
tan, the world, and the fleſh; and 
receive me into his great eternal 
peac?, clad with the GY 

F , O 


44- P r ayer * 
of my Saviour. For being juſtified 
by faith I have peace with God 
through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, 


PRAYER. = 
A Lmighty God and merciful fa- 


ther, who teacheſt me by thine |. 


Apoſtle that mercy rejoyceth againſt 
jadgement , 7am. 2.13; I praile and 
_ glortfie thee with all mine affeRions, 
that thou makeſt: me find*in myicon- 
ſcience the expoſition of that holy:do- 
Reine, - For when T conſider:the ge- 
neral - condemnation of. the wicked 
work; living in':nathrati enmity ia; 
int theej': and: that my ſelf- being 
orn%ih :that-condemnation; nevert 
theleſs:it pleaſeth thee ro ſpeak peace 
roimyfou}, ard ſeal in my hezrt the 
remiſſion" of my fins bya lively Fith, 
Fam rapt / up with ian: holy'admira- 
tion,: and deeply toucht with' hami- 
liry, joy, gratefulneſs, and love, 
looking with bowed head and fixx eyes 
into the depths of thy mercy. 
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O what. depth'of mercy that thou 
great God. of infinite Majeſty. and 
power haſt given thine own ſonto re- 
deem thine enemies ! That thine eter- 
nal ſon hath taken'my fleſh ro give me 
thy ſpirir, that he hath ſuffered death 
to; give me;life, that he hath born 
the weight of thy wrath to give me 
thy peace. That whereas I was by 
nature a child of wrath, I am adopted 
now into the rights of thy children ! 
Father.,of mercies O that, I might 
know thy mercy enough to love thee 
enough1 O God of my Lord Jeſus . | 
Chrilt the father of glory,Give me the _. 
ſpirit of wiſdom and Revelation in the 
knowleage of him.: The ejes of my un- 
Aerſtandiug being inlightenes that 1 
may know what u the hope of thy call- 

and what the riches of the glory © 
of hin inheritance in the Saints, and 
what ts the exceeding greatneſs of thy 
power propa us who belicue accor- 
;Aing to the working of thy. mighty poww- 
& which thou h # wreacke in Chrif. 
Epheſ, 1, 17, O Chriſt the grepyand 
= ony * 


46  Prajer-” 


only melfiator of 'my. peace with thy 


father, how frall'T ever- ſufficiently 
comprehend the excellency of thy love 


and the  greatneſs-of thy benefits ! 1 


2 amHaturally defiled with iniquity, but 


thou haſt 'waſhe'me in thy blood, 
'My- firs-ate a heavy-+barden, but 
thou haſt” born them upon thine own 
ſhoulders. - I am guilty before the 
judicial throne of thyfather, butT am 
-acquirred by thine Tnterceſlion. Tam 
-ufirighreous, but thon- haſt” covered 
mie with thy merit. ho! hall 'lay 
any thing to my charge, inc Chrift ju. 
Feifieth me ? Row. 8. 33. Ard bow 
canft thon conderrm me if the righte- 
otſaeſs of thy ſon be upon me ? My 
'God, Fam fo far-from expeRting 

hnation for my fins, that I ex- 
'pet recompence for the righteouf- 
neſs of thy ſon, now mine own. And 
no leſs recompence 1 expe than the 
kingdom 'of heaven, for no recom- 


pence is reo great for the merit 'of | 


n " Thetharreft by thy grace, ts furs 


<_ 
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to me I truſt, but it is yetinthe blade? 
Yet I feel the ear ſhooting forth with- 
in me by thy peace which paſſeth all 
under{tanding, whereby I am made 
certain that thou art my father, that 
Jeſus Chriſt is my Saviour, tkat thy 


Kingdoms mine inheritance, 


- But becauſe fin liveth ſtillin me, and 
the fleſh is ſtubborn, the world fet- 
ting upon me, now w.h feducti- 


-0ns, .now with open hoſtility, and Sa- 
tans: continual work 1s:- to trouble 
the peace of thy children by cafting 


new gui upon their conſcience, 1 be- 
ſeech thee, O great Prince of peace, 
to come thy ſelf, and take in thy hands 
the reines of mine affeRions, keep- 
ing them in obedience under the ein- 


Pire of thy ſpirit , That being ever 


ruled by him I never break peace 


with thee by any rebellion. That 


deing juſtified by faith I be ſanQified ' 
by the ſame. That my peace being 


made with thee by the merit of, my 


Saviour I hate ſin which is the diſ- 


cord and hoſtility againſt thee, bring- 
wg 


48 Prayer For Tueſaay, 
.ing trouble - to the conſcience; and 
fertting the ſoul at variance with het 
ſelf, Ler righteouſneſs and peace kiſs 
eachother in my ſoul, .P/al, 85, Let] 
'thy peace in my heart bring forth that 
'righr uſe declared by thy word, that 
thou wilt ſpeak peace! unto thy peo-ſ+ 
:ple and to thy Saints, that: they 'mayf| / 
-turn no more unto folly, Pfal. 85.8. 
- Do this, O God of (peace, for the 
love of thy ſon our peace-maker. -Tof 4 
-whom' wirh thee and thy holy ſpirit 
:that ſealeth"rhy. peace in our hearts 
-be glory for evermore., Amen, 


49 
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Fir WEDNESDAY. 
ut Rom, 6, Verſe 2r, 22. 


ay} 77hat fruit had ye then in thoſe things 
wherasf you are now aſhamed, for 
the end of thoſe things us death. 

But now being made free from ſin and 
become ſervants to God, yehave your 
fruit unto holineſs, and the end ever- 


lafting life. 
Soliloquy. 


El: HP imperfe& 1s the condition 
. of the fauhful ſoul in this 

werld ! After I have left ſin by repen- 

roy | tance and lift up my heart to God by 
"| faith, I muſt yer look back upon fin 
;{ | with ſorrow, For thoughT leave it, 
it will not -leave me; I have con- 
demned ir, but-I have not yet cruci- 
fied ir. I ſhake it, but I cannot make 
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59 Soliboquy | 
' 4r ungraſp, _. 
Yer, bleſſed be God, it hath not [*! 
that rule over me which it had be- 
fore : for Chriſt who hath freed me | V 
from Hell, hath now begun that free- 
dom in me by cutting off many bonds 
_ of fin, that faRor of hell which lay- I*' 
' eth- us aſleep, and then binds us ro |* 
dcliver us up ro the Devil, The fins 


that tempted my defire, now move _ 
mine indignation, and- afiright me - 


more with their uglineſs than ever bl 
they allured me with their ſmiles. 8 
And as all things help together for 
good unto them that love God, the 
remembrance. of my fin teacheth me 
to hate it. For whar fruit did I reap 
bur tame. by finning 1 And yer that 
15 the beſt that-comes out of it, For 
1t is far worſe when by ſin we loſe 
ſhame and get impudence and hard- 
nels. | 
_ What a ſhame 1s it to me to have. 
fubjeRted this beam ofthe God-head, F..' 
mine intelligent ſoul, - ro things far [;"* 
under me, to, have captivated the fpi; I, . 
| rit 


S 
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rit under the fleſh, and" (as far as Jay 
in me, ) God under the world ? 
What a ſhame to have ventured the 
loſs of my birtk-right for a poor 
Meſs, and more repected the favour 
or disfavour of men than of God, 
whole all-ſeeing eyes do alwayes look 
upon me and into me? Yet it is no 
more ſhameful than true that I have 
offended my God that created me 
after his image, redeemed me by the 
blood of his ſon, - fealed me by his ſp1- 
rit, and preſerved me by his provi- 
ce. -*-; | Es 
And what had become of me if 
God juſtly angry had given me 0- 
ver to *the pride of life, and the 


a @t » 4 OP 


at - - ; 
jr {charming vanity of this wicked 
fe {yorld? For the end of thoſe things 


Jis death, Thar vanity is a Syren which 
drawes us on with ſmiles and fair 
words to caſt us head-long. It 15a 
Wmoorh ftream which carricth them 
Thar float ypon it into a gulf of per- 
Fition. ' Tr-is a caprivity ending in 
Akcarh like that of rebels overcome 
OT 


52 Soeliloquy 
in battle which are put to the ſword, , 
And this is the fruit of the bondage, 
ens. - --- 'th 
Whereas being made free from fin 
and become ſervants of God we have x, 
our fruit unto holineſs, and the end] y| 
everlaſting life, God by his great] , 
mercy hath freed me from Hell alto-ſ yg 
s ther, and already from {in in part;] { 
but I ſhall loſe the laſt and beſt part] f 
of that freedom, and the firſt alſo in y 
the end, if I turn my liberty into li 
centiouſneſs. For Chriſt hath not] 
freed me from rhe bondage of Satatj-y, 
that I ſhould have no maſter, bar bel yy 
ing made free from fin 1 am become 
ſervant of righteouſneſs, Rom, 6. 17. 
In Countries where flaves are ſold} ye 
who ever bought a ſervant to hav þ; 
no ſervice from him ? And ſhall nc g 
God who is as wiſe as he is mer{ 5 
ciful ger ſervice from thoſe whom he| xj 
hath bought by the blood of his ſod} 1 
and freed by his Spirit > Good rea 4, 
ſon he ſhould. I am the Lords freed} #; 
ſcrvant, ard therefore his ſervant beq ',, 
_CIlF -. 
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df cauſe I am freed by him, for there- 
S*] forc he freed me that I might ſerve 
him, As onthe other fide I am free 
ſia] þecauſe I am his ſervant, for in his 
VEL ſervice lieth the ſoveraign liberty of 
ndl the creature ; and he truly reigneth, 
exJ and he only, that ſubjeRteth himſelf 
0-1 wholly to God, for then he is ma- 
i; ſter at home, commanding his de- 
art! fires and affetions in Gods righr. 
MM Whereas he that ſubjeReth not him- 
if} ſelfto him is the ſervant of fin, and 
nol hveth miſerable under his unruly 
[m'paflions, as i adiftrated common- 
bel wealth rorn between many Ppetry ty- 
Yea rants, | 
7. | Come then, my ſoul, Jet us labour 
Id] to perfeR that freedom which God 
al! hath already wrought in us by his. 
good fpirit. Let us break what re- 
mains in us of the bonds of fin, which 
1 tie us {ſtill roo faſt to the world and 
' the fleſh, Let us ffand faft inthe li- 
'berty wherewith Chriſt hath made ma 
ef free, and let us wot be intanoled a- 


J £4in with the joke of bondage, Gal.5.r. 
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54 . Soliloqhy 


O what goodly fruit, what bleſſed 
end is brought forth by this ſpirity- 
al freedom! The frait thereof is unto 
holineſs, and the end everlaſting life, 
Firſt, the fruit of holineſs, then the 
end everlaſting life, a divine and it- 
violable order, I muſt not hope to 
have for the end everlaſting life, uw- 
leſs I yield before the fruit of holj 
_ neſs... And with good reaſon holineſs 
is called a fruit,” ſince, it feeds onr 
faith, which is our ſpiritual life, If 
'T be holy, I reap all the fruit of my 
holineſs. And what greater fruit 
can a faithful foul conceive than tg 
pleaſe him that loved her ſo much? 
God in his goodneſs will take care 
_ to give me eternal life; but the care 
thar I muſt take is, that I may walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all well plea- 
ſing,. being fruitful: in every good 
work, and encreaſing in the knows 
| ledge of GoJ, ('%. 1. 10. But for 
thac I mult humbly crave his help. 
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PRATE R. 


Y Saviour Jeſus, who haſt Io- 
ved 'me and waſhed me tron 
my fins in thy blood, and haſlt pre- 
ſented me arrayed and deckt with thy 
precious merit unto God thy Father - 
7 the more thy grace is admirable to- 
wards me, the more am 1 aſhamed 

If and grieved, that ary thing diſplea- 
vl ng unto. thee ſhould remain yet 
YI within me, The remembrance of 
my ſins paſt is. diſpleaſing urito me,. 
90 and much more the ſenſe of the pre- 
ſent. IT have a deep forrox thar I 
"TY have offended thee, bur more that L | 
i) fend thee ftill, O when ſhall the * 
fall deliverance come, when all the 

4 bonds of fin ſhall be cur off, when: 
there will be no more cloud between 
heaven and me that top the paſſage 
Ty of prayer, and no more weight that - 
keep the ſpirit from riſing to thee ? | 
O Lord Jeſus who haſt pluckt re: - 

| out of the jawes of Hell by thy vi- © 
"5 » POW ory: 
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Qtory over death, be gleaſed to com- 
pteat thy conqueſt in my ſoul. For] 1 
ſhall not account my felf fully re- 
deemed till 1 be reſcued from thefj 5c] 
power of fin; and that is the princi-}| th 
pal end of thy coming, that is the fr: 
rincipal effe& of thine obedience. I W 
| ,Jearn of thine Angel fore-runner and W 
| Fore-teller of thy birth, that thou ed 
deareſt the name of Jeſus, #eca«ſe || Pt 
thou ſaveſt thy people from their fins, | Ut 
Matth. 1. a1. There # with thee 0 
plenteous redemption, and thou ſhalt re-|j © 
deem Ijracl from all bis iniquities, || * 
. Pfal. 130.7. Lord it is that plente- jj 01 
ous redemption that my ſoul Jongeth Þ| ©t 
for ; 1 cannot be contented with leſs, 
than to be redeemed from all mine 1- 


a? 
niquities. 1 cannot conceive neither || 
Salvation nor liberty without it. u") 

Therefore will 1 call upon thee to | 
b: freed from fin, I will my (elf la- | 6 
bour for it with all mine endeavour, 
And the freedom which it hath plea- 
ſed thee to begin within me, kindleth 
my deſire and provoketh my diligerce 

, | ' tQ 
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to bring it to perfeftion. Yea, Lord 
I will fay after thy ſervant David, 7 
ef will walk at liberty, for I ſeek thy pre- © 
hefl reptr, Pal. 219. 45. Bing afſured 
j-£ that T ſhall find tn thy ſervice perfect 
he freedom. O what freedom , yea, 
If what empire fhall my ſoul KP rad 
4 || when ſhe ſhall be attogether ſubjeRt- 
uf ed to thy good ſpirit, who in recom- 
{e | pence will ſabje& this rebellious fleftt 
s, | unto the more ſpiritual part of the 
ef ſoul, this fleſh which ſo often ratſ- 
e- | eth, even in faithful bearts, a: party 
| againſt God, and ſets on the paſſi- _ 
.. | ons to ſhake off the magiltracy of pi- &« / 
h þ| ety and reaſon. | 
. | O fonof God who makef us free 
j- | and thew we are free indeed, oh. 8.36. 
r | 1 deſire not to be free to'make liber-' 
ty a covering of maliciouſneſs, or to- 
o | turn thy grace into wantonneſs. TL 
- | defire but to:change one ſervice for a- 
nother, the ſervice to ſin for rhe ſer- 
vice to righteouſneſs. I deſire vo be 
free that I may be thy ſervant, yea, 
that I may ſerve thee with: full liber- 
ond” > ty 
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ty, freely beſtowing all rhe powers 


and faculties of my ſoul. upon thy ſer+ 
vice, and making my heart a burat 


| offering, Fl living ſacrifice, bely, AC=, 


ceptable unto thee, which is. my reaſ0- 
nable ſervice. | | 
O God and father of my Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, thou haſt ſanified me in 
ſome meaſure by thy Spirit, becauſe 
thon  hadſt before. redeemed me Þ 


thy Son ;. but I long for the periec, 


ſtature; all is not well with me till I 
have: the full meaſure. . And how far 
F am yet from: it, it grieves me to 
think on, But thi-one thing 1 do, for- 
getting- thoſe things which are behind, 
and reaching forth nnto thoſe things 
which are before, I preſs towards 
the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Chrift Feſus, Phil. 
3-13- O Lord gl have the grace 
ſincerely to-preſs: towards the; mark, 
I cannot miſs the prize of. thy high 
calling. Give me but the grace to- 
preſs towards the mark,- and T Jeave' 
to.thy goodnels the care of beftowing. 


the | 
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the prize upon me.. Let thy Sabbath: 


be my delights, thy word my food, 
thy will my rule, thy commandments 
my buſineſs, and thy promiſes my in- 
couragement,, .T long more to be ſan- 
tified than to be glorified';. and T 
long to+be glorious that I may be ho- 
ly. But it is ofthee, O Lord; thir 
I muſt-expe& beth; draw we, O: 
Lord, and ſhall run after thee, Cant; 
I, 4. Tarn meand I ſhall betarned, 
Jer. 3. 19, Teach me to dethy will, far- 
thou art my God, Plal. 143. 10, Work: 
in me both to will and to do according to. 
thy good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. for ' 
thy on ake, and by thy Spirit, and: 
perfe> my holineſs for: thy glory. 
Amen, 


Fr T HURSD AT. 


Pſal, 116, Verſe $2, 


What ſpall I render unto the Lerd 


for all bus benefits towards me? 
Soliloquy. ® 


T' 1s the querulous and ungrateful 
& humour of man to keep an exat 
reckoning of his afflitions, moſt of 
which are but imaginary, and to mur- 
mur againſt God, but to forget his 
denefts and take no notice of them, 


.- no not when he fills himſelf with 


them. Although there 1s none ſo af- 

flied upon earth, but' hath more 

yeaſon tothank God thantocomplain, 

though he had nothing but life and 
the way open for repentance. 

| Topraiſe God for his graces is the 

higheſt duty of the Chriſtian, and to- 
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| gether his higheſt felicity, Ir is the 


everlaſting imployment of L qo 
ſouls in heaven to praiſe God for his 


| falvation, crying with a loud voice, 


Gm BE 
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Salvation _ $6 our God which fit- 
teth upon the Throne ana to the Lamb. 
To which thearmies of Angels anſwer, 
eAmen, bleſſing and glory and wiſ- 


dow and thanksgiving and honour and 


er and might be unto our God for 
| at and ever. eAmen. j 


Let us now, my ſoul, joyn with 
that conſort of heavenly praiſes. Ler 
us anticipate the date of our felicity, 
ſinging our part already in the mn- 
fique of Angels. And what have I 
elſe ro render unto God for his bene- 
firs, but to employ for his praiſe the 
gift he made to me of a ſoul capable 
and defirous to know him, to love 
kim, and to praiſe him ? | 

But when I come to think on that 
numerous univerſality of all Gods be- 
nefits upon me, I feel my meditation 
ſwallowed up in a bottomleſs gulf. 
Nature, providence, and grace call _ 
| me + 


62  Solthoquy 
me all three” together to admiration 
and thankfulnefs. = 

Nature as the neareff preſents me 
to- my felf, and ſhewing me my body 
made with ſuch divine*att and mw 
.metry, teacheth me to fay with Da- 


vid, F will praiſe the Lord for Iam. 


wonaerfrlly made, Pſal. 139.14. In 
thar body God bath lodged a fouf 
ſtamped with his own image, endow- 
ed with reaſon, and inabled with in? 
telletnal facutties, To comprehend: 
| what Lowe to God for my body on- 

Iy, T ſhould value every piece one by 
one, and think what T would refuſe 
to-part with them... What would F 
rake for one of my arms ?* Not Mil- 
lons. What for an eye 2 Not a whole 
world. What then for both > What 
for health and life 7 I mnuft acconnt: 
that I poſſeſs as much treaſure as T 
would refuſe, rather than be. depri- 
ved of every one, and of any one of 
theſe nzrnral goods ; and upon that: 


2 


account T eſtimate my obligari- 


on, and rhe greatnefs. of my debt to; 


. 
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oF (0y great benefactor, 


_ | me, the ſeveral creatures that ſerver 


Lone 
bg: 


How much then -do E owe unto 


| God for-my fbul, which is the breath 
and the living image of God, in com-, # - 


pariſon of whieh- this bady which we 


+Iſo much value'ts ofno value. To un- 


derſtand my. obligation to God -for 


| my ſoul I ſhould know her nature and : 


her worth, That. knowledge is too 
wonderful for me. , But as-darknefs: 
reacheth-us to value the light, T learn. 
to admire the value of a ſoul in her 
right ſenſe, when I ſee one out of it, 
a man become a beaft. It. ſtrikes -me 
with horrour, and makes me exclaim,. 
how much am indebted to-God, for 
giving and preſerving unto me a.rea- 
ſonable ſoul? 

And when from within I look with» 
out, what a numberleſs multitude of 
benefits of God are crowdingabour. 
me.!: the earth: chat: bearsime, the air: 
which I breath; the heaven that ſhines 
upon me, the plenty of nature that 
feeds. me, her variety that delights 


me... 
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me, What - readineſs, what utility; 
what dutiful attendance of ſo many 
-good things which God made for” 


\ 
4 

boy 

DN, 


me |! | 
| And all theſe goods of nature are: 
managed by his providence for my' 
.,, uſe, "ToprovidenceI owe the good-- 
'- Neſs of myFather, rhe tenderneſs of 
* my mother, thar loving care where- 
by I was brought np from the cradle, 
ſupported in the infirmity of mine in- 
fancy, and conducted in the ſimplict- 
ty of my youth, To the provident 
care of my heavenly Father F owe the 
ſucking, 'next after ny nurſes milk, 
- ofthe principles of piety and honeſty, 
which to me ſince have been preſfer- 
vatives againſt thoſe miſchiefs which ? 
have ſeen others run into for want of | 
ood breeding, When I ſee ſo ma-' || it 
ny perſons disfigured with ſickneſs, 
their limbs broken, their body ſpor-' 
led by fad accidents; others groaning' 
| under the laſh of ill renown, perhaps' 
' wrongfully, ſome miſerable our of 
want, ſome out of plenty, ſome op-' 


. 
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preſt by wicked neighdours, ſome by 
their own melancholy, I cannot bus 
or think my ſelf well uſed, notwithſtand- - 

'N ing all che infirmities within and dif- 
re ficulties without, which 1 muſt wre- 
yo fe with, And I muſt exalt the boun- 
1--F ty of God, who ſo carefully prefer- 
ff } veth my perſon, my neacdfand my. 
e- {| reputation, 
2 | What private belps did God fend 
1- | me in the publick ruines! What 
-' | wayes did he open unto me where 
tf] there was no way ! How gracioully, 
& || how miraculouſly did he make Manna 
, || fall before me when bread failed, and 
, || wrought for me a ſubſiſtence out of 
- | the hardeſt natures and buſineſſes, as 
F | it were fetching water out of the 
f y rock! How loving are his very cha- 


"| ſtenings, denying me the things that 
| ide red, wig & me is, bes I 
- | defired ; and. ſending me the things 
# || that I feared, to make them occaſions 
of bleſſings ! 

- I ſhould never have done numbring 
| the benefits of his providence ; but 


. here 
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here his grace interrupreth the reck 
. oning, aſcribing to her ſelf all the 
bleflings doth. of providence and na- 
eure. For it js out of that love be- 
fore all-rimes in his beloved ſon, hat 
he feedeth me and furniſheth-me with 
all the goods of nature, and affigneth 
his Angels for my keepers which car: 
me in their hands, 
-- Bur what'are all theſe great: bens 
firs bat ſmall prodaRions of the inceſt] 
mable treaſures of that grace 'where- 
-by1 enter upon all the rights of Gods 
children ? Oh that IT could once ap- 
prehend what a high grace it is to 
have God for my farher, Chriſt fot 
my. brother, his "kingdom for mine 
inheritance, yea, God- himſelf 'for 
my- portion for ever > How graci- 
ous is his redemption ! How free is 
his pardon ! How precious is his lo 
ving kindneſs ! What: falneſs of joy 
is at his right hand !- What erernal 
pleaſures in the contemplation of his 
face ! And in that expeQation, how 
comfortable is the preſence of br 


at -— 
s - FERR” 


— 


wv ao&@aAa Av Mm mg 


FF”, > > a> ond bf. ne > ki 4 


_ For Tharſaay. 67 


good ſpirit in my heart, giving me 


+l cars to hear his word, and 2: finceze 


;} deſire to keep it, ſreogthening me 
1 inmy troubles, raiſing me in my falls, 
wounding my: ſoul with .comrition 
for my fins, and then healwg it -with 
| faith 1n his promiſes }. O precious 
|þ nb O blefled company } O Para- 
'| dife upon earth ! O beginning of the 
: rowdy ag of heaven } Bleſs the Lord, 
| 4 0 wy foul, acd all that is withim-:me 


bleſs his holy name, 'Bleſs the Lord, 


O my ſoul, and forget not all his ves 
| nefits, Pſa. TO3. 2, WH 


P R A TER 
Mt merciful Father, when li 


compare mine indignity with 
the greatneſs of thy benefits, I feel 
in my heart 'a compound of humble 
fepentanee and. hearty thankfulnefs. 
1] For what am I by natnre but a child 
#1 of wrath, conceived in iniquity, 
$ which ' original corruption -I have 
1k __ en with innumerable a- 
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tual tranſgreſſions ? And yet, Lord; 
where fin abounded thy grace hath a-} M 
bounded much more, and thine in-}| $! 


-  firiite love hath prevented me when] 


. the inheritance of thy kingdom? That 


I was thine enemy. Lord who am 1, b1 
that thou great maker and Soveraign || Þ: 
of hefven and earth; poffeſt with 1n-J| d 
finite glory, and dwelling-in a "phe n 
not to be approacht unto, wouldeft 

Srace me ſo much as to make me one 
of thy children, and enrich me with 


thou wouldeſt give me thy beloved 
fon for the price of my redemption, 
-which I may preſent unto thee by 
faith ? That thou wouldeft give me 
thy good ſpirit to ſeal my- adoption, 
and work my regeneration, and ſay 
to my ſoul, foul, 1 am thy Salvati- 
on. | 

With what wonders of mercy was 
that Salvation purchaſed for me? 
Thine only ſon in whom thav an 
well pleaſed muſt put on an infirm 
fleih like umo mine, to make me 
. like unto him by his gaod ſpirit. . Ne 

| | mull;y. 
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muſt make himſelf a ſervant to make 
a: me free, He muſt ſuffer death to 
in. give me life, He muſt cry, my Go 
enf| my God why haſt thou forſaken me, to 
L || bring me back to my God whom I 
pn | had forſaken, He muſt overcome. 
n-|| death to intitle me-to his viRtory. He 
kt | muſt aſcend into heaven, and there fir 
eſt | at the right hand of his Father, that T 
ne | might be bleft with all ſpiritual bleſo 
th | Sn9g5 in heavenly places in Chriſt, Epbeſ. . 
at | 1.3. ; 
dj O Father of mercies, the great; 
n, | the good, the wonderful, be pleaſed 
y || £0 add to theſe thy mercies one more, 
xe | even the thankfulneſs of my heart, an- 
n, | ſwerable, as far as mans capacity can 
y reach, to the greatneſs of the obliga- 
i- | tion, O that thou wouldeſt grant me 
| according tothe riches of thy glory tobe 
5 | frengthened with might by thy fpirit 
is the inner mar, That Chrift may 
dwell in my beart by faith, that 1 being 
rooted and grounded in love, way be 4- 
ble to comprehend with all Saints what 
is the breadth and length and depth and © 
"TOES | beight, 
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height, and to kyow the Ire of Chriff® 
which paſſeth knowledge, that 1 may. by 
be filled with all the Falneſs of Goa, 
Ephel. 3. 16. | 
Moſt gracious God I expect from 
the riches of thy glory to be filled inf, 
heaven with all thy fulneſs, by the. 
bleſſed contemplation of thy face. 
But even in this prefent weak conditi- 
on of mine, be pleaſed to pour in- 
to me ſome drops of that fulneſs, e-. 
nough to fill this ſmall frail veſſel, 
with thy love, and afeeling refent- 
ment ofthy bounty, And as all things, 
about me fpeak to me of thy love, foſk 
ler all things help me to be thankful, 5; 
and to acknowledge'and love him I. 
that loved me fo much in Jeſus þ 
Chriſt. ' | y | 
'Tisrrue, Lord, that even thine e- 
nemies enjoy out of thy bounty the 
light and heat of the Sun, 'and the fer- 
| tility of theearth, and in thee live and |, 
move and have their being; Bar Th, 
enjoy alt-thefe benefits with a better. 
.titke, and 'reliſk in 'the' very bread 
2 GCE ___ which 
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hich I cat, ard in the air which I 
-Þreath, thine eternal Jove in thy belo- 
Tied ſon. For ſince thou haſt eleRed 
Fe in him, and redeemed me by him, 


$t is by him alſo and for his ſake, that 


- 


- 


hou preſerveſt my body . and ſoul 


"Srhich he hath redeemed, and makeſt 
"*Þe to 1njoy the promiſes of the life 
** Shat now 1s, and of that which is to 


i-Tome, 1 Tim. 4. 8, 


What ſhall I render unto thee Lord 
orall thy benefits towards me ? With 
what fatherly care haſt thou fed, pre- 


" Ferved, and defended-me 2 What help 


Þf thy providence didſt thou make me 


; Wind inthe whole courſe of my life ? 


IVith what vigilance and wiſdom haſt 
'- $b0u; made me away through a thou- 
Wand dangers that be-ſet me ? With 
What compaſſien haſt thou held me 


p when I was falling, and guided 


- Se when I went aſtray? How gract- 


, Pulling me with 


duly haſt thou moved me to repen- 
nce by thy word, by thy ſpirit, by 
by gifts,” by. thy rods, ſometimes 

fone as plucking me 


' QUT 


72 - Prayer 
out of the fire, ſometimes drawingſite 
me with-love by temporal comfortsſor 
and by the ſweetneſs of thy promifiþ 
ſes? How quick and powerful are thim 
comforts of thy ſpirit, aſſuring me offth 
thy recanciliation with me, and gi-* 
ving me a foretaſt of eternal lite ? Jo) 
Among thy many bleſlings I reck{no 
on it for a mercy, Lord, that thoufſthi 
didſt net leave me without diſciplineFico: 
but haſt exerciſed me with thy chaſſo1 
ſtenings to awake my fairh, warm myſide 
zeal, ard make me to have recourkp! y 
| to the ſhelter 'of that very hand thatme 
ſmote me. TI praiſe thee for not giifthe 
ving me all my defires in this worldm) 
that my heart might be weaned fromAn 
it, O Soveraign Pliyſician, in rhyſjng 
hand even poiſons are remedies , andfjit 
thou never didſt ſend me affliction butthe 
in the end turned into a bleſſing, byfſths 
thy wonderful wayes which fetch lightſfee 
out of darkneſs. Thus Lord, whiclhis 
way ſoever I look, whether te profithe 
ſperity or ; whether to thi: 
goods of this world, or thoſe of a betid 
$675 rer 
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Wer, whether tomy deſires fruſtrated, 
For to'thy 1iberality in thy ſon which 
r PO my defires, I find my ſelf 
wn all things | obliged to gloritie 
1 | 
& Wharthen ſhall T render unto thee 
jor ſo many benefits? 'Lord'T have 
cnothing bur thine, Then all chat 1s 
thine T will render unto thee, I'will 
ne conſecrate unto thee this body and 
foul which thou haſt mide and re- 
mdeemed, and fo carefultly preſerved. 
WI wil employ mine underſtanding to 
hat medirate on thee, my heart ro fove 
5Hthee, my mouth to praiſe thee, all 
my faculties to obey and pleaſe thee. 
oMfAnd becauſe my goodneſs extendeth 
Moor co thee, I will endeavour to make 
andfit extend to the Saints which are in 
bu ſc earth, Pal. 16. 2. according to 
: meaſure of my ability , and to 
ured and cloath my Saviour Jeſus in 
IMIhis members, as be hath fed me with 
d fb bread of life, and cloathed me 
rich the cloak of his righreouſneſs,be- 
Mites his care of me for the tempora). 
re E My 


74 Prager For Thuz jday. 
My, God give. me_ holy. reſolution 
"Which -may be attended with, bohf 
ations. My. God grant that my life] * 
may be a continual _ rving'1n af- 
fections, in words, an in works 
Ay. foul dath maguifio the. Lordan 
-m) ſpirit rejoyceth in God my Savionr, 
for he hath regarded the lowlineſs q 
*bgs ſervant, Unto him that loved w 
_ and waſhed us from onr ſins in his own 
blood, and: hath made 1s. Kings, and 
Prieſts #nto God and,hu Father, t 


him be. glory -and . dominion far ever, 
Amen, TD | 


"is F R D A Y. 
ond £ I John 24 | Verſe 15. 


of Love hor ths avid neither the things 
all that are in the weld. If any man 
ml love the world, the love of the Fa- 
ani ther t; ts not in him, 


Ver,  Soliloquy. 
H 53 high' is this leſſon, - and 


how unwelcome to the ſenſe of 
#{the fleſh 1 But how beneficial to them 
{that underſtand and practiſcit ! God 
| "commands me not to hate mankind; 
Joor co hate the wicked, in which ſip- 
, enificarion the world ſometimes is ra- 
#Pken in Scripture. Much leſs doth he 
l worry me to hate that'great and 
{Fprecious- work of his, heaven” and 
Yearth. Ir is (6 compleat and hand- 
Nome, and bears ſuch lively characters 
E 2 of 


76 -$ olioquy 


of the wiſdom, power, and bounty 
of his Maker, that it is impoſlible tg d 
ſee it and not delight i init, For with- 
our extending my thoughts upon all 
the plenty and variety wherewith God 
hath inricht this fine nature, for the 
ſervice of man, who ſees not that the 
Sreat Creator had a purpoſe ro delight 
kim. and make him in love with his 
works, by the ſinging of birds, the 
ſmell and colour of flowers, the plea- 
fantneſs of proſpects, and the gle 
ry :of the ſtars, wherewith the roo 
of this great palace is ſpangled ? 
: But there 15 within this "world ano 
or world which God forbids me tofſ 
love, and he is pleaſed ro give me! 
reaſon for it, for all that 5 in rhefſ® 
. world, the luſt of the fleſh, th 'e luſt of no 
the eyes, and the pride of life, us not: 
of the Father but ss of the world fec 
1 Joh,2.16. That world 1s the world 
of the Devil, which he hath createdf 
within, the world of God, For" 
whereas God in the creation ferels = 
Jight out of darkneſs, Satan _—_ ] 
atk. 


: For Fr iaay. Þ 4 
g darkneſs out of light, making the ex- 
kf cellent creatures of God his inſtru- 
menrs of temptation and inticements 
to evil. 
| But how eaſily do we paſs from 
the world of God to the world of the 
Devil, bow infenſibly the admiration 
nigh of the beauty and goodneſs of crea- 
hefſtures degenerates into the luſt of the 
Jfleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the 
pride of life } How hard is it to uſe 
Athis world and not abuſe. it, and ſer 
Huft limits which we never overpaſs, 
Sto that love which it is lawful for us 
jfto bear to creatures ! Yet as hard as 
Jit is, it is neceſſary. For. if we love 
Jthe world, the love of the Father is 
fnot inus, There is in every ſoul.a 
of Maſter-love that ſubjects all other af- 
fetions to it ; that maſter-love is due 
gy tothe Father ; to give it.to the world, 
and: to the Father together we can- 
not. And there can be no more two 
cl maſters ina ſoul than in a kingdom, 
To love any thing but God and nor: 
kf for his ſake: is a ſacriledge that tranſ- 


00: Is 


Le.) 


"44 oo” 
2 


a. 'V 


P 


| 


6 j 


78 Solilogny © 


ports.to another what we owe to hin 
alone. And when we love any thing 
without relation to God, we come 
ſhortly to love it*above him, for tq 
love both equally, we cannot we love 
alwaycs the one more thanthe' other, 
The compariſon being infinitely 
unequal between God and the world, 
reaſon with little inſtru&ion will 
brought to give her verdict fot God fi; 
and adjudge him the love and po 6 
ſeffion of the ſoul. But at the ye fa 
time the world gets. into the, ſoulſ 5, 
without leave of reaſon, finding: al ri 
_ the five doots of the ſenſes] th 
open to him, and the imagination fi i 
and adequate td his 6bje&s, [/ God 
net 'in' all tHe thou$hts of the wicke! 
P/al. 10. 4. and hardly fertteth in the ;. 
thoughts of the beſt , becauſe of thel 1, 
great diſparit berweenthe' nature off 7. - 
oy high and pure ſpirit, and out I 
low and impure” fleſh, ' We love the] & 
world by nature; and God againſt na: b 
ture, before his ſpirit hath ſo far inf g,. 
lightned our minds, and wrought uprl & 


| For. Friday. 79: 
vy on our hearts,, as to make us' appre- 
&f hend that we fubſiſt in God, and that. 
KF to come near him þy love is return- 
AJ ing to, our true betag, and-our only 
"yy Soreadifgogd;? oe ES 

| - The Tove 'of the world beirg fo- 
1y] agreeable ro'my corrapt nature, and. 
df the love of God ſo neceſſary both for- 
be my duty and *bappineſs, I wiſh ſome- 
k times that T'mipht lovethe yorld_for- 
*y Gods fake, 'and with 2 degree of ove 
Ke far nferiour.” Br'alas] 'my heart is- 
Wy fo prone teþe deceived by the flatte-: 
ary ry of the amiable things of this world, 
les that if I give leave romy heart to love- 
iff the world for Gods fake, I fear I ſhall: 
4 ſpon come- to love it for its own; 
F594] and by loving it I ſhall ſoon” come ro- 
el truſt in it, and repoſe-upon it my 
thel hopes and-joyes, Sol ſhall find ere 
; V] I:be aware, that my love, my faith, 

Out my hope and my joy are paſt from the- 

tie] Creator to the creature. "Ard then 
1 where am 1 bur in a'gulf of miſery,. 

Wy fear and perpetual unquietneſs ? For 
ui God leaverh thoſe rhat leave him, and- 


$0 Soliloquy 


In their neceſlities turns them over 
to ſeek deliverance of thoſe things jn 
which they have placed their truſt and 
affection, 

O then how much do I.need firm 
ly to Jay the two. hands of love and 
faith upon my God, leſt I be drawn 
from hym and he from me ! What 
care multI rake that I ſuffer not the 
world to pull with God for my heart! 
Leſt -Ged in; his jealouſie give over 
pulling for a thing. of ſo ſmall value; 

for. all he will have or mothing, 1 
cannot ſerve God and Mammoy, 
Aatth,6. 24. For ove, when it þ 
come to the height, is a ſervice,and 
a captivity of the {oyl-nnger the, belg] y 
vid object. I cannot ſerve two mar |, 
ters, eſpecially. theſe two ſo difterenth jr 
that require ſuch different love and xj 
ſervice, To my God then, to himf 
only I muſt dedicate the ſervice of my[ jr 
love ;; aſervice which giveth. a_ per 
fet liberty, Whereas the ſervice tg 
the world is a miſerable ſervitude; 
keeping the ſoul in a continual ſhaky 


ba ” 4 


For Friaay. ST 
ing ſuſpence betwixt fear. and-hope. 
That love promiſerh much and per- 
formetrh little, idolizing a falle image 
of good which is .of no uſe in the 
my greateſt need. The redemption of a 
"df ſoul is precious, too dear to be pur- 
vil chaſed with all the goods of the world, 
my P/al. 49.9: 

hel How little ſatisfaRtion do all the 
't:y goods of the world give | How hard 
ef are they to get, how troubleſome to 
©; keep, how eafie toloſe ! Andthough 
1] they ſhould never leave us, yet we 
MN, muſt leave them, and go out of the 
$f world naked as we came into 1t. | 
nd} O how the love we bear unto the 
16] world is many. times an evil counſe]- 
nf lour, ſwelling the heart with pride, 
en inflaming it wkhevil deſires, making: 
nd] the mind run wild with-yanity, and. 
my to comprehend all.evils in one, turn- 
VE 'ns away from . God!” God then 
only; by the help of his good ſpirit, 
I am reſolved to love, and with-draw- 
my affeions from the world, conſi- 
d&ring it in its right uſe, as made to- 


82 Prayer 
ſerve me, not to be ſerved by. me, 
And the chief ſeryice that I will put it 
to will be to ſerve God. 


J 


'& # » ow # 


M* Lord and my God, the on- 
| ly good, and only worthy tg 
be beloved with all the heart and ſoul, 
I have ſeen enough of this world to 


_ learn thatall is vanity and vexatioh 


of ſpirit, Wealth is a burden, Ho- 
-neurs are golden feiters; pleaſures 
are follies or crimes, the life.of. the 
world is a tragedy of a few dayes, 
and a continual pageant. I have been 
near enough to that tumultuous noiſe 
and luſtre without fubſtance to knoy 
that it is not a worthy objec& of my 
love tior a firni'ground for my hopes, 
And inſtead of finding there the com- 
fort ofthe ſqul and quietneſs of mind, 
I have found nothing but temptations 


Yet Lord, as it is hard to walk up: 
on the fire and not” be_ burnt, I. ac; 
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Fo Friday: 87: 
knowledge that I- have not- lived in- 
the world without a taint of irs cor- 
- | ruprion, T have too much loved the. 
» | world and the things that are ip the 
» world, ' Twas almoſt inall evil, and 
; | fould have ſunk into: it, had not thy 
nf fpirit upheld me, and thy very rods 
[0 | helped me our. 

ly - Lord, where ſhall T begin, either 
ON to praiſe thee for not abandoning tne 
MF to the temprations of the world, or to 
0} crave thy pardon for loving it- too - 
© much? My God, I will do both to- 
he Sether, I will praiſe thee with my hu- 
| mility, and acknowledge that in me 
My abideth no goed, T will alſoacknow- 
le ledge that it is of thy great mercy 
Vi that the love of the world hath nor. 
If quencht the love of the Father in my 
| heart, O how-eafily the love of the 
N-f world creeps into -my carnal heart ! 
d | How prone am I to be abuſed by the 
5 | deceitfulneſs of riches, whether I poſ-. 
|. feſs them or labour for them, or be- 
7: | wail the loſs ofthem!How many times - 
T have I. been. diverted from thy fer- 
I + 


vice: 


84 Prayer 


vice by: domeſtica] cares !| How oft 
have I provoked thee to jealouſie by 
loving thoſe very perſons whoay 
thou commandeſt me to love, and. 
mad? the moſtlawful aft:Rions for the] 
things of this world. to: become un} 


lawful by letting them run to excels? 
There being neither parents, nor hus- 
band, nor wife, nor children, whoſe 
love do not. become vicious, when tq 
feed.it ſelf it with-drawes the love that 
15 due unto thee, Many times, O Lord; 
I have ſought. my content without 
thee, and placed my truſtand my. joy 
upon other things than thee. 

- But, O my God, as thou loved'ſ 
me before I loved thee, -now be plea- 
ſed to. love me whenlT am defective 
in my love to thee, Blot ont my fins 
by thine eternal love in thy ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt, And the effe& of thar love 
which I chiefly crave at thy hands is, 
that it may. pleaſe thee to renew and 
increaſe my love to thee, ſo. that I 
properly love nothing but thee, and 


all things elſe which my duty oblige 
eth, 


7:8 BS wo 


whieh make nov the poſſefſours bet- 
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eth- me to- love, only-for-thy fake, 


and in-a degree ſubordinate to the 


love which I owe thee. Let me not 
ſettle mine affe&tions and mine hopes 


upon perſons and things, whichit-is 


impoſlible for me to keep, and which 
mult leave me or I them, 

'Let me be built upen the rock of 
thy love to me in Jeſus Chriſt, thar 
when the winds blow, and the rain” 
falls, and the floods come, I may 
{tand faſt while the ſtorm beats others 
to ruine-who are built upon the quick- . 
ſand: of: this. unſtayed and- deceitful 
world; Lord, the- faſhion of this 
world paſſeth away, and I muſt pre- 
pare to remove from this houſe of 
clay, my frail body. O give me 
Srace - before-hand ro remove my 
heart. from the world and it, and ſet- 
tle it- upon thee, and- mine eternal 
manfion with thee, : 
Let me- not covet: thoſe goods 
which - thou giveſt many times to 
thine- enemies in greater meaſure, 


38 Prayer 
ter, byt commonly make them worſej 
that ſwell che mind with pride, and 
together beat ir down with fears and 
cares';that giveno ſatisfaction to the 
mind, and no refuge againſt thine 1n- 
dignatibn; , But! let» me be coverous 
of the-true treaſures that” pive a ſolid 
content to. the ſoul, and follow the 
ſoul to heaven when the body dierh, 
O.Lord ifrich, my ſoul wirh thy love 
and thy fear, Pour -imo- me. the 
riches: of. thy : grace, -Dwell in-my 
heart by faith, for no leſs wealth than 
thy ſelf do I ask, and I cannot be fa- 
tisfied unleſs thou give. thy ſelf unto 
me, _ O my God thouart the portion 
of mine _1nherirance, . Thon art my 
Rock and my rent,” mine . eternal poſ- 
feſion, and mine only good, There 
be many that ſay, who will ſhew 14 an) 
good ? But. I will fay, Lord lift thos 
ap the light of thy conntenance upon me, 
Pla}. 4. 6. Eaſe my mind of i eccih: - 
ly: cares, : which give a torment to.n0 | -- 
purpoſe, and give me the grace to 
ſeek thy kingdom and. thy righteouf. 


For Friday. 87 
neſs, being ſure that all things ſhall 


4 be added hereunto. And after all 
4 || gifts, O my God, again, I beeſech 
ie || thee give thy ſelfto me, As Tfor my 
a | part deſire to reſign my {ef wholly to 
xe | thee as having nothing in heaven but 
4 | thee, aud there being nothing on earth 
is | that 1 aefire beſides thee, Lerd thou 
i wilt lead me by thy connſel, and after- 
\e | wards receive meto glory, Amen, 
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For SATURDAY: 


Matth. 26. Verſe 3g. 
=— v0t 4s 1 will but as thou wilt: 
Soliloquy. 


| A S men are prone to tranſgrels 
the will of Gods commande- 


ment, ſo they are apt to controul the 

will of his y ri of which our Sa- 
viour Jeſus ſpeaks here. * We mea- 
ſure the ations of Gods providence 
with the ell of our intereſt, and of 
our blind deſire, which is to! bring 
the rule under unrulineſs, for the 

will of God ts the rule of perfeion, 
but the carnal will of man hath neither 
- rule-nor- meaſure, We let. our de- 
fires looſe, and flatter: our ſelves 
with hopes, before we know- whe- 
ther God will have It, and. without. 


pie 
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Foy Saturday. 89 
preparing our ſelves to patience if he 
will not. -We grieve to miſs whar 
| wedeſired, and:to-meet with that we 
-'j feared, becauſe 'in onr projects we 


had made” our | reckoning without - 


God + no worider if we muſt reckon 
twice, Many men if they durft utter 
their thoughts whenevents fall croſs- 
grain to their deſires, would invert 
the prayer of Chriſt, andifay, Not as 
thou wilt, "but as 1 will.” — 
-f | : The cauſe of this impatience is, that 
e- | we have no. good opinion of God: 
he | Fleſh. and blood: will not be perfwa- 
2 | ded that God doth well when he ſends 
a- | aMiction, or that he is wiſe,” or that 
ce | he is good, -or that: he harh-the pows- 
of | er:to work good out of evil. * If the 
g | Bcſh refiſterh Gods will when God: is- 
ie | teaching, ſhe will do it much more 
n, | When he 15 ſtriking. SIND 
rf -T cannot give a good account: to 
. | God of my obedience to this com- 
mand, the hardeſt of all to keep, that 
we have no will but his will : _ and I 


confeſs. with humility that wy ir 4 


90 4 .\Sattlotuy {1 
did not bow. under his as it ſhould} fir 
have dane; .,; | * 
. . Alas.! the wayes of God are not 

my waycs, and, þis thoughts ate not I! 
my thoughts ;,.he doeth gootdby evill] fe: 
He advanceth hjs glory avd-our good] th 
by, means in all likelihood contrary;{] be 
He affli&eth .his- children - to! ment{} th 
them, | He.brings them by the crok 
to glory, ; Heduffers injultice $9 treat 
upon his Church for the .ecxccurion.of 
of his mercy in-due time. For-God 
preſerveth! thole' whom be :toverh; 
even by adverſity; as we are. taught 
by David jn #his text; of profound: To. 
Qrine,. bleſſed) i | the! man whom thi 
chaſteveſt ,' 0 Lord, aud tearbeft him 
entiof +Þ) law) that thou:mayeſs | give 
bim reſt fromthe dajes of adverſity-nns 
til the pit be digged for -the workedj 
Plal9442.:5 That wifdom:- is: $00 
highand wonderful-for a ſoul that Tis 
veth inthe fleſh ; and I hope that God 
will, rather in compaſſion than anper} 
look upon. the difficulty thar'my ſoul 
4b | finds, 
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” finds ſometimes to bring my will un- 


10k 


meet BO LOWED S.2 >. — S. 


| der his. 

To be proficient in that high task, 
I muſt look. to the pattern of. all per- 
fe&tion,. my ) Saviour..Jeſus, the au- 
thor and finiſher of my faith, ” Who 
being in his greateſt agonies bearing 
the burden of Gods wrath for the ſins 
of thewhole world, and ſweating out 
of anguiſh, drops. of blood-.trickling 
down to, the. ground, ;yet even, the 
maſtered his moſt tender; and natural 
affeRions; and. reje&ted his own, will 
to. embrace Gods will.,', He -would 
ſuffer, he: wonid die, becauſe it was 
Gods will... 

I will, look upor the reafon thae 
bowed: his will-to yield ſuch a free 
obedience to ſuch a hard ſentence 
uow (aid he, 1s my ſoul troubled , and 
what ſhall I ſay? Father, [ave me 
from. this hour, but 'for this. canſe 
came 1 unto this hour, Father glori- 
fy thy name. Then came there a voice 
from heaven ſaying, 1 have both glort- 


fied it, and I will glorifie it again, John 
12. 27. This 


92 Soltloquy 


This was it that made him digeſt 
the bitter cup of Gods wrath, God 
theredy was glorified. After that 
conſideration he had no will for pre- 
ſerving his own life, Cone ſhame, 
- torments, the whips, the nails, the 
croſs, and death inthe end, all is wel- I ,x 
come if God be glorified, LT 

The fame reaſon I haye to ſubjeJ gf 
my will unto Gods will in alt my crof{-Þ| ;; 
ſes, whether God deriy me. what is || qc 
moſt pleaſing to me, or ſend me what Þ| g+ 
is moſt ſmarting. I 'muſt be aſſured | þ; 
that God: does nothing bur for his | 5; 
glory. And though'I fee it not, he; 
eeth it, and rhat muſt content me, || 1h 
Now if God affli& me for his glory, || s, 
how can it be but for my good ? Far A 
being one of his children, if my hea- 
venly Father be glorified I cannot Þut 
be happy :- and he ſhall bring forth 
my happineſs by thoſe wayes which 
he likes deſt, according to his father- 
ly love and his Soveraign wiſdom ; 
unto which in filence and humility I 
fabmir my will,. and: with confidence. 


For Satur day. 93 
and joy commit -my felf, never to 
have any will but his, 

PTRATERK: 
A Y God and-Father who among 
| 1V 4 thy many mercies-haſt viſited 
* | me with.thy rod,; which Lreckonalſo 
" | among thy mercies, I humbly .con- 
| feſs that 1 did nor make the right uſe 
t || of them, and did not bow my will 
g as readily and freely as I ſhould have 
s F done under thy .holy will, I have. 
It I deſired certain things too eagerly ; 
before I knew whether my deiives a- 
is greed with thy good pleaſure, And 
EC [1 have bern with impatience. other 
| things which were ſent to me by thy 
x 3h pleaſure ; whereas I ſhould have 
id after thy ſervant David, 1 will be 
i” | dumb and keep filence, becanſe thou haſt 

done it, Pſal, 39. 9. _— 
0 .. O Lord Jeſu, who in thy greateſt 
h } :gonies didfi ay, Father not my wil 
* but thy will be done , Be pleaſed to 
extend- upon me the merit of that 
wonderful obedience which thou didſt 


yield | 


94 Prayer. 
yield to thy father in theſe words; 
For 1n that obedience confiſteth - the 
invaluable. price- of our redemption, 
O Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
accept*rhat obedience of infinite me- 
rie for ſatisfaRtion for my ſins, © Im» 
pute-it ro me as'if Ichad yielded'it in 
mine own perſon; - atid having juſti- 
fied me by his righteouſneſs. be ples: 
fed roreform me uporrhis example, (6 
charmy will may be fincerely ſubje&: 
ed £0 thy will as his was. Give me that 
Srace that'T way ever find thy will 
good, pleaſant and perfect, printing 
this aſſurance in my heart by a lively 
faith, thar thou loveft me more than 
I love: my felf; and that as thou art} 
moſt good, thou arr alſo moſt wiſe, 
and never ſendeſt afflitions to thy 
children bur to: turn them into bleſ-}j £ 
ſings. Since it is the duty ef children" 
rolet themſelves be ruled by their pa-® 
rents, frame my keatt,, O my hexJ% 
venly father, to- an-entire and' Glial 
ſubmiſſion under thy wiſe and loving 
Providence'; ſo that even when 1 
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the' {mart of: thy:rods;' I receivethem 
with .a/ meck-and willing hearr, ac* 
knowledging thy powerful fatherly 
hand, and ſaying with'Heli, -1t & the 
Iadl., les, Jim :do [what ſeemerh him 
Food, 1 Sam. 5.18, This ſubduing 
-of natare'is awork-roo hard for me, 
unleſs thy; good ſpirit work in .me 
powerfully an umparrial renouncing of 
my ſelf, and a full-refignation/ of al 
wine affections untotliy hohy will. 

\O- God, who! commandeit cheri 
that want wiſdom to ask it of thee in 
faith, witha promiſe to give it, Faw, 
1. 9. give me faith to. ask and to'ob« 
tain ſo much wiſdom of: thee, : thar 
when thou ſendeft me trials. unplea- 
ſing to my nature, 7 behave; and quiet 
”) ſelf as achild weaned of his mother, 
Plal. 131.2. taming my paſlion, yea, 
and ſilencing my reaſon, when thou 
calleſt me to bow under thy will, 
3 | Make me capable of this heavenly. do- 

al Erive, that when thy will is become 


= | DS Dstoh 4.5 == 


p_ 
— 


A 


aur will, thy glory alſo is become our 


_my and qiny goods our goods, ia 
that 
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that we have all-that thow haſt wheti 
we will all that thou wilt, ' For 0 
Lord thou belongeſt to them that are | 
thine, and the way for usto be thine 

15 to reſign'our ſelves RY ho 
 thywill. 

When ſhall it be, O Lord; that tio 
will ſhall live within me but thy: will, 
whether it be to obey thy command: 
ments with readineſs, . or to undergo 
thy decrees with patience ? And fine 
the: felicity of Angels conſiſteth-in the 
union of their wills with thine, Tam 
covetous,, Q my God, of that An- 
gelical felicity. ' I beſeech thee make 
me - conformable to them before q 
meet with chem, ar leaſt in this point! 
that my will be ever thy will, and : 
that T have no, intefeſt but thine. 

- But becauſe this poor ſoul of mine 
liverh as yet in the fleſh, and the fleſh 
is.infirm ; I beſeech thee, O. merci- 
ful Father, let no temptation take me 


but ſuch 4s 1s common to man,; for, ON - 


my. God, thou art fairbful who wilt 
wor ſuffer me to be tempted above that [ 
F an. "Pp 
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4m able, but wilt with the temptation 


alſo make a way to eſcape, that I may be 


able to bear it, 1Cor. 10, 3. It is my 


great and ſerious deſire to follow thy 
will in all things. O ſend me notri- 
al too hard for my will to follow 
thine. Never hide thy gracious face 
from me, and let thy will never be ſo 
ſevere towards me, that I loſe the 
perſwaſion of thy good will in thy ſou 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

O God increaſe my faith, Ler 
neither death, nor life, ner tribalati- 
01, 40r diſtreſs, nor temptation, nor 
pzrfecution be able to ſeparate me from 
that love of thine in Chrift 7eſus onr 
Lord, Amen, Rom.8, EF 
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IL PREPARATORIA|( 
Meaitation for all ſorts of 


Prayers. 


:Ecclel. 5. Verſe 2 


iBe mot raſh with - month, and le 


wot thy heart be haſty to utter an 
thing before God, for God us in hea- 
ven and thou upon.earth, therefartÞ 
let thy words be few, , 


4 Aſtineſs 15s-the mother ofconfy? 
ſion 1n all things, and in pray 

:er more than inany, Thereby the re- 

proach comes ypon us which we make 
to them that | as in an unknown 
tongue, that they know notwhat they 
ſay. Burt it 15 no wonder that we? 
pray ſo often not thinking what we'F" 
ay, ſince we commonly begin our Fe 


prapey” 
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prayer without thinking beforewhat 
we are, who 15 he that we muſtſpeak 
to, and-what we have toſay to him, 

Many actions of our life have rs 
need to: be rhought upon but when 


| we take them in hand, by reafon-of 


their facility, and \becauſe the per- 
fons and things that we have to do 


{with are equal or inferiour to us. 


Prayer is not in that rank, there be- 
ing nothing of greater difhculty than 
to fix our mind { that liveth in the 
fleth, and perceiveth nothing but by 


the ſenſes ) upon God whom noman 
'Fhath ſeen ar any time, and-who is al- 


-Ntogerher ſpiritual and iramaterial]. 


£4 


And there being: no inequality -like 
Fthat between the Creator infinite arid 


moſt holy; and the.creature finite and 
linful.  - | i 

Truly when we conſider what God 
is and what we are, that make bold: 
t0 addreſs our ſelves to. him, we 


Fave great reaſon to think both'on him ' 
ar Þ0d us: before we open-our mouth, 


y- Þ* is the Lord, the incomprehenſible, 
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00 . Preparation for Prayer, 


#he moſt holy, the moſt juſt, the fa. f| 
Sher of lights before whom the very] 
Stars are not pure, Job 25.5, Hef , 
created heaven and earth: with by. 
bare word, and with @ne word hef | 
may bring them to nothing. He go-J 
yerns all, he diſpoſeth of all, the clo{-| , 
.eſt hearts are open n his ſight, and ef} , 
doth'not hold the ſinner guiltleſsJ , 
He that in his prayer hath his mind ; 
£adding abroad, as he hath no reafon 
ro expect of Gods facility, that heſſ { 

t 

{ 

a 

Y 

e 


give him what he askerh when his 
Mind goes not along with his tongue; 
So he hath no reaſon to be free ofthe 
Fear ofhis juſtice, vainly hoping that 
God will take no notice of that he 
Jaid, becauſe kimſelf did notghink off , 
it. Though it were to be Wiſht forſ 
many that in their prayers Golf « 
would think no more of them that ;, 
' #hey think on him, t 
And. if from God in Heaven we} 
£urn our eyes upon our ſelves that : 
on earth, poer, weak, guilty things 
gn bis preſence, that cannot ſubſi 
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| Preparation for Prayer. 10rt 
moment-without him, O what bumi+ 
lity, what reverence, what fear and- 
trembling ſhould ſeize on us when we 
approach, we ſo linle, to him that 1s 
nel ſo Sreat !| Whar pain ought we to- 
0 take to fix our thoughts upon him, 
ard keep them from their ordinary 
he wanderings ! What adoration oughr 
we to: render to that magnificent Ma- 
nd jeſty, that inaceeſhible Ligbr, that Su- 
| pream Holineſs, that Soveraign Ju- 
be ſtice, that infinite bounty ! Could rhe: 
hi thought of theſe Attributes: of the: 
©; Godhead enter deep into-our Minds, 
el and there ſtay, then a devout reſpect: 
would ſtay our attention in our pray- 
he ers,, We ſhould be humble and con-- 
trite in the confeſſion of our fins, full 
fol of faith in craving pardon through Je- 
wy ſus Chriſt, fervent and\iccere in pray-- 
Ra ing for our coverſion and ſanctifica-: 
tion, earneſt and zealous 1n praying: 
for the advancement of Gods glory- 
and the good of his Church. Prayers 
degun with: a holy trembling would: 
"1 grow by ſpeaking with God to con- | 
*1 F 3 fidel 2 
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102 Preparationfor Prayer, 
fidence and familiarity ; and woul@ c 
end in joy and comfort | And God || © 
would graciouſly grant our petitions, || ? 
f 
t: 


for the effeftnal fervent prayer of a | 
righte0u1 man availeth much, fam, 5. 

I6, : 4317 #7 2:1. 93 3. 
There is a general and perpetua} 
preparation for prayer, which'1s ho- 
_ neſs of life, for it is leſs difficult. 
elevate 'our affeRions' unto God iti 
prayer, and fix them npon him, wheti 
they have been trained to that duty in 
the midſt of temporal buſineſſes. He 
that: alwayes walks as in the preſence. 
of God, looking to his wayes that he. 
may pleafe him in all his converſatr. 
on, ſhall eafily find the way to heaven 
when he ſers himſelf to pray. For 
the immediate cauſes of the wande- 
ring of our thoughts and the deboiſh 
of our affeRions in our prayers are 
the next: preceedivg ſins. - The: Con- 
ſcience, being- removed” ſome ſteps 
from God, finds that God hath re- 
moved as many ſteps from her, and. 
\ . that there is a barricado made between 
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| Preparation for Prayer, E0F 
God and the ſoul, which ſtops the - 
paſſage of prayer to heaven, 

There 15s a- particular preparation 
for the time of prayer, which is to- 


take leiſure ro view-the ſtate of our 


conſcience, And tf companies or: 
ſports or buſineſs or croſſes have cau-- 
{&d ſome agitation in our mind, we- 
muſt labour to ſettle that emotion, 
that we may bring a tranquil ſoul to' 
Gods ſervice. © BR. 25-21 
. Eſpecially we muſt examine whe- 
ther we have lately: added avy thing - 
tothe ſcore of our ſins, that we may 
mend it by a new repentance. 

God and the world are fo far afun- 
der, that it is almoſt 1mpoſtible to 
paſs from the one to the other ſnd- 


Genly. And the mind befieged witty: 


worldly thoughts and objects, hath 
need to make a vigorous ſally to raiſe 
that Siege, before it can have its way 
free to God, | 

We mult imitate Abraham, who 


| going up to the Mount of Sacrifice 
4 1:ft his Servants and his Als az the foot: 


FO4 Prepar ation for Prayer, 


of the Mountain, For before we be- 
gin our prayer which 1s our Sacrifice: 
to God, and b:fore we mount up: 


heaven-wards with our thoughts and 
our' hearts, we muſt leave below all 
that is ſervile and brmiſh in our afe- 
&ions or imaginations, —_— 
the cares of this world, yea the mol 
lawful, to. follow: us when the duty 
of prayer calls us to draw near t9 


Alſo let us take ſometime to a6 
knowledge gur infinite obligation t0 
Gods bounty, and with-, what un 
_ gratefulneſs we have repayed his be- 
_ nefits, Let us think of his Juſtice 
which hath terrible judgements ready 


againſt ſinners, Let us think of his 


- mercy that acquns us, when we pre- 
{ent unto him the merit of his beloved 
Son by Faith, Let us think on the 
holineſs of his divine Eſſence, and rhe 
righreouſneſs of his Iaws, which we 
muſt reſolve to keep carefully, and to 
crave the aſliitance of his Spirit t0 


that. effet, Let us think on the exceE 
| len y 7 
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”" Preparation for Prayer. rs: 
Þ| lency of his promiſes, and his Father- 
-— | ly care. of- thoſe that-love and fear: 
*f him.. Let- us think on his glory: 
TJ which above all things we-muſt-ask of. 
p God, _ 
by Having.thus our minds full of God; 
| and- our duty, let us preſent our- 
7 ſelves to him with the diſpoſitions of- 
ty} feverence, - humility, faith, and zeal.” 
p And. becauſe God is pure and ſimple, 
et us uſe- ſimplicity, .and few words 
n our prayers.. 1». the. mwltitude of- 
words there. are divers vanities, but» 
w fear thon Ged, ſaith the Royal Preach- 
er: Eccleſ. 5. Teaching us, that if af- 
ter that warning of humane frailty,, 
we ulemany words in our prayer, we 
ſhew- want of fear of God, ventaring : 
' thus boldly to tell him many. vanities” 
among many words. . 

In long. diſcourſes, even'of things 
of the world, both the hearer and the- 
ſpeaker will ſlacken their attention, - 
like a bow too long bent, Much-more - 
in diſcourſes of divine things, -which- 
14 want the natural and ſenſible helps for® 
4 axcention,, Fs, The: 


106 Preparation for Prayer. 


The Lord that commands us toi 
pray to-him be pleaſed to--frame in 
our hearts ſuch prayers as may: be ac- 
ceptable unto him, .even for his Sons 
fake, and” by the vertue ofhis Spirit 
helping our infirmities, for we know not 
what we ſhould pray for:as we-ought, 
bit the ſpirit himſelf makes #1terceſſion 
for-5, with groanings which cannot be 
Mtered, Rom. 8..26, Yea: Lord pive 
us- the Spirit- of ſupplication, Give 
us grace to ask what thou command- 


eſt, and then we cannot: miſs to ob- 
tain whatwe demand. 
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SIPREPARATION 
ot "For the. 
Holy Communion, 


7 Cor. 11. Verſe 24. 
4. This do in remembrance of me. 
Soliloquy. 


| Have great reaſon indeed tore- 
member him that remembred me 
-| $10 his great agonies, and todo what. 
'Y he bids me to: do. in remembrance of - 
. kim, fince-he forgot his own preſer- 
7 vation ro remember mine. Ir is too - 
] little for me- now to conſider his au- 
'Ytbority: which obligeth me todo this, 
$I will tay upon his love. . In what 
caſe was he when he celebrated. this - 


T7) 


Sacrament of his body and blood, and 


-tommanded his diſciples ( of whom | 


ro8 Soliloquy before 
J'am one ). to do this in remembrance || 
of him? _- 8 
Alas! it was the Jaiſt night before | | 
his moſt bitter Paſſion, and: he bad | 
then in his ſoul that horrible agony 
which about an: hour-after made him} 
{wear great drops of blood trickling | 
downto the ground; And'it was for 
us his Diſciples that he felr.that agony, 
It was for us that he was going topu} 
his neck under the heavy burden of 
the Crofs. Of which that we might 
ever be ſenſible, he left ro us 1n his 
hſt words a perpetual remembrance 
| of the. end and of the benefit of hr 
death and'of his love to us. He ble 
ſeth' the bread- and the cup; calleth 
them his body and*blood; repreſents 
to us under this bread broken the ſuf- 
ferings of his body, under- this wine 
poured into the cup the ſhedding 0f 
his blood; gives us togerher the ſigi 
and the thing+ ſignifted; making al 
faithful communicants as trulypartak 
ers of the benefit of his ſufferings; a5]. 
i: they: bad. 'born them. in their ow * 
|” L. 


the. Communion, 10g 
perſons; feeds them with that myſti- 
cal'mear and drink+to- ſprritual and 
re | eternal life, makes them one body - 
ad and one ſpirit with their Saviour 
ny | whom they receive, and gracioufl 

im feateth Gods covenant and peace with 
ng them. 
Or Who can but wonderat the great- 
ny, | neſs of this love and the liberty of this- 
ut] great foul, that he would, that he 
off could think of all thoſe things, when 
ht 8 he. had” a moſt cruel death-before his 
us| eyes, and was frardly breathing un- 
ce der the weight: of: Gods 'wrath, as' 
5 great as the ſins of all men deſerved! 
| But he would ſhew that this was his 
proper and chicf buſineſs inthe world, , 
and that the motive that made him go 
to meet death, was to gtve his body. 
and his bloodfor our propittation be-- 
fore God: 
\ For that great Son of God ſeems- 
toſpeak thus torus in this farewel and 
S declaration of his laſt will before his 

5. death; My friends I'muſt now drink 
mJ * the cup of Gods wrath, but it is that 
EE WD et Sew s | " you 


To Fgolilboquy before I 
you may drink the cup of ſalvation, 
and here it is. I drink the bitter, hat 
you may drink the ſweet. The Croſj: 
brings me. death, but it brings you 
life, . I' am going to ſhed my blood 
to ſpare yours. And for a perpey: 
tual plegge that it is for you that my 
body fuffereth, and my blood is (hed, 
I enjoyn you to celebrate this perpe- 
tual remembrance of. my death, AsFj- 
oft as you eat this bread and drink || { 
this cup, ſhew- ye- my death till .} I jj 
come. Every time that you ſhall ſee 

| them, let them put you in mind of: 2 
My body and blood, and of my love;fi 1, 
ſtronger than death, which made me | y. 
deliver myſelf unto death tro work Þ ;; 
your peace with God. Takethem, and, | ,, 
be aſſured that theſe outward elements. . || 
that you cat and drink, are not more: || ( 
yours than, my body and 'my blood - 
and the whole benefit of my deathand.. 
gbedience; | Fare you well, Death. 
calls upon. me, Enjoy the fruit of my, / 
death and remember me. _ 4 
. I:am then invited with the greateſt 
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the Communion: =1t 
| 2xd bolickt ſolemniry to the table of 
the Lord, and to himſelf: And the 
af meat. and drink which he gives me is 
{sf himſelf O infinite love ! | Miracu- 
Wy} lous vertue, which turns the death'of 
d | my Saviour into a feaſt, andhis Adieu 
er] when he went ro die into an invitati- 
Ygon!: O for — and affetions_ 
i; | worthy of ſuch a ſublime- and peerleſs 
-- Flove!: 
51 As for thoughts, 1tis in vain, my 
Kk I fonl, that: thou ſeekeſt them; though 
thou hadft the underſtanding of An- 
Is: For they are the depths of' 
z30ds love which the Angels deſire to: 
look into. .' And the Apoſtle telling 
vs that they defire it, teacheth us that 
it is beyond their reach, though they* 
try for it, the ftrength of their pure 
clear-ſighted eyes enlightned with 
"| Gods light. But it is lawful for our at- 
| feRions to riſe higher than the reach 
| of our thoughts, It is lawful for them 
ro love that great Saviour as much as. 
he loveth us, if it were poſſible. And” 
there we may ftrive to riſe above our 
ET. 
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' ſtrength without offence, O that I 
could love him more. than I can ! But | 
firce I cannot give him mere than.my, 
ſelf; How gladly. would I give my 
ſelf wholly: -to- him, for his gift to ms 
of his whole precious, {elf !:.It 15 tog 
Tittle ro wiſh it;, T-muſtdoit. Since 
I aminvited to take the bread of life, 
and the cup of ſalvation, I will go ard 
take them, and takingthem give al 
ſelf together unto” him that givet 
them me. 

Bur whither do : I go ?. Let-me con- 
lider before what.I am to take-and 'to 
give, I am going. to take the 
and .blood of the Son of God.and 
whole ſelf. Bat have I taken this to 
ſerious conſideration, that he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eat- 
eth and. drinketh damnation to him-: 
ſelf? Iam going to preſent.and give 
my ſelfto him. _ Bur. have I confide. 
red. what; I: preſent him. with, and 

whether T make a good or anevil BY; 
to-him ? . | 

Alas who am I chat preſume. to 

| coun . P 
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5 the Communion. 113 _. 
& cove to-the Lords table > How much *© 
"I have I tranſgreſſed his command- 

"h ments ? How much have I abuſed bis 
þ graces > Have T not been ſeduced by 
""F the vanities of this world ? Hath not 
Ws, the world ſtolen away part of my 
| heart which 1 owe to God whole and 
{| uodivided ? Did I not more repoſe 
y | my {lf opon temporal helps than I 
4 truſted his wiſdom and bounty 3 
What thanks did I return him for his 
| innumerable bleſſings of heaven and 
'F earth? and did I not make anill uſe 
*| of his blefſings of the earth. to turn 
| away my heart and mind from the 
I bleflings of heaven? And have I not 
labonred more for that bread which 
periſheth,. than for that which endu- 
reth unto; everlaſting life ? How ma- | 
ny vain thoughts diſtract my attenti- 
on in my prayers and in the hearing 
of the word of God? Hath my faith 
in his holy promiſes never ſtaggered? 
Have been fenſible as 1 thould' bave 
been of the ' afflition of Gods _ 
Church, and. the outrage done rothis _ 
holy : | 


- 


TI+ yy oliboquy before 
holy nzme, whichis blaſphemed, and - 
ro his trarch which is defamed > Have Fo on 
I been patient, meek-and charitable In 
to my. oeighbours? And did1 apply 
my {elf freely and chearfully to- the s 
duty of good works > Did I .beay ra 
with humility, the afflitions- which be 
God. ſent” me, and have 1 ole » 
reſigned-my will unto his | 
© when 1 thiok on. the evils that } iba 
have committed .and the duties which A 
T have omitted, one deep calls tq th 
another deep. And I amloſtin they. 
_ confuſed number of my ſins, O ſub» 
born fleſh! O flow nature to ſerveſ}.* 
God, ard ative to ſerve the world |. th 
O body of death that keepeRt the ſpi- n 
Tit under the Jaw of fin } how quick], 
thou art ſtill within me! And | how: 
aſhamed and ſorrowfull am 1, that af 
ter ſa. many benefits of God and ſuch: 
a long apprentiſhip in the ſchool of, 
his word and-ſpirit, there remains}, 
yet in me {o much of my natural core J. 
ruption 2 | 


ig 


But this Nome and forrow i is untg 


che Communion. Tt; 
me a matter of hope, and 1 begin to- 
vedic again becauſe I am bearen down. 
2 For did I not belong to God, and did 
ly Fnot love him, I ſhouid have no dif- 
be ure to have offended him. And 
- had he not loved me'firft, I ſhould 
> $0t loye him, Why then ſhould I 
1<I4prive my ſelf of the table of the 
"FELord as unworthy ? It is becauſe TI am 
 {{mworthy that T muſt'come near, that 
< F may. become worthy. - If none 
*Fcould'receive the body and blood of 
Is the Lord worthily. but fuch as are 
p {northy, there would be no worthy. 
_-Freceiving. But thoſe are worthy re- 
(cctvers that acknowledge their unwor., 
."Fthinefs, and lament it, and finding no 
> morthineſs at home, come with hnn- 
wilgcr and thirlt after righteouſneſs to- 
ek worthineſs in this holy table. 
h Inthe parable, he is pleaſed to in- 
Evite to his table the. lame and the 
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FJnaimed; ro: ſhew that the abundance 
J$! his grace is moved by tbe loweſt 

of O . . | 

Falſe of our infirmity :- Becauſe I have 

* rightcoufneſs-I. have the more need 


p oe . to 
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#m16 CSoliloquy before 


to: go to him that hath. righteouſneſs 
co- ſpare, and deth without ſparing 
beſtow it on them. that beg is at by 
hands. To what end had Chriſt ſub f| 7? 
fered if we were righteous ? Could Y 
he have dyed for our fins if we bad a 
none 7: And was it not toall penitentY # 
finners in the perſons of his Apoſtle || {4 
that he ſaid when he gave this holy 
Cup, Drink ye all of this, for thi.u b 
my bload of the new teftament, which 
is ſhed for. many, for the remiſſion 
fins? Matth, 26, 27, & 28: © 

It is true that the ſinner eannot.ſylk 
fift before the moſt holy God, 
foal tand when he appeareth? faith 
Malachi, al, 3. 3. But there he 
ſpeaks of ſtanding before the throne 
of his juſtice, . *Tis nor there that 
I muſt now appear, I am invited 
. to the throne of his grace. -I am 
called to'the feat of the riches of 
his mercy, Where being once array 
ed with the nuptial garments of the 
merits of my Saviour the Son of God, 
T ſhall nor: fear-10/appear before the 
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juſtice 'of his father, Come unto me 
{ ſaith he) all ye that labour aud are 
heavy laden, and I will caſe jou, Matth. 
11, 28. O precious invitation! And 
who is he that invites usfo ? the ſame 
that hath born onr priefs and carried 
wr ſorrows, and on whom the Lord 
laid the iniquis) of ws all, Iſa, 53, 4. 
So he eaſeth us, Himſelfcarrieth our 
burden, | 
- Wethenthat Jabour ard are heavy 
kden,: we whoſe conſcience is groan- 
ing under the burden of our fins, Let 
us. go to him and boldly unload our 
burden npon him, He requires it, 
He call: usto itt, There is noburden 
too heavy for his divine ſtrength, 
There is no offence ſo great, bur is 
overcome by the greatneſs of his love. 
Let us go confidently to him. He is 
the relief of the diſtreſſed, the reſt of 
the weary, the deliverer of the cap- 
tive, the Advocate of repenting of- 
fenders, for whom he obtainerh abſo- 
lation from his Father, preſenting 
them to him clad all over with his = 
? Fig 
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righteouſneſs, Let us, O et #es Comp »y 
bolaly nutothe throne of grace, that m f, 
9047 obtain mercy and find grace to hel 
in rime of need, Heb. 4. 16. - tt 
Let me feed now the eyes of my[;. 
faith with the cheer that I am invited 44 
unto, before 1come nearer, I feel, 
Þut one diſh upon this table, which isz;. 
the Lamb of God that takes away then, 
ſins of the world, But that only diſh; 
comprehends all the plenty and all thef,, 
variety of the Eainties of Gods houſe, FYf.j 
Here k find before all things a remedy} 7, 
70 all my diſeaſes, the remiflionof my ff 
Fins according to the: riches of his 
Krace 4 for the blood of Jefus ChritY,e 
.Cleanſeth: us from all fin, 1 John 1,,7;f1;61 
And my {ins being pardaned and my, 
ſoul jultihed, 'how. much. grace, how 
-much.glory followeth.! God becomes || 
-my father,. his beloved fon becomes þ 
.my-brother,. his. Spirit becomes my 
life, his kiogdong becomes mine her, fp, 
rage: And God S1ves me now. in his 
able the pledges. and. earneſt of tha; Jy 
<iernal feat where Chriſt-hath eg 
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parcd a place :for me in his heavenly 
2 piory Already in the table of this 
FI boly Sacrament he feeds me with the 
ch fame meat and the ſame drink that T 
[ſhall be feaſted with for ever in hea- 
Yi ven, Here the' Son of God receiv- 
elf eh me for his Spouſe, and makes me 
Cone fleſh wich him, for by giving me 
BFhis body he incorporateth himſelf with 
be ne by faith, So that heand I are no 
hf nore rwo, but-one fleſh, O dear, O 
Fprecious feaſt, where my God him- 
eFlelf is my food, where 1taft how the 
Bord z5-pracious ) 1 Pet.2.3, O life 
Wgof my foul! O ſweet foretaft of the 
1s Ffatneſs of Gods houſe and the rivers 
Mr Nofhis pleaſures ! Bleſſed am TI ifI.can 
T4reliſh the. goodneſs of the Lord, more 
1 Jbleſſed if I can expreſs it by my-thank-- 
—_— —__ TT” 
Sj Now this-is the thing, O my foul, 
© which thou muſt ſeriouſly look .to, 
9: Jſhon haſt been conſidering what 
1 Þoods are given thee at the Lords ta- 


Plc, But haſt thog conſidered what 
6. latiesare required of thee by this ho- 
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ly. Communion? Look to thy ſelf, 
and preſume. not to come to receiye 
the benefits, not being diſpoſed to 
render the duties. Here Chrif 
Sives himſelf ro me. But 1t is npon 
condition that I ſhall give my ſelf to 
him, He gives me his body and 
blood to be received by faith, bur i 
mult be a faith that purifies the heart, 
and is working by love, e A, 15. g. 
Gal. 5.6, Elle it is no faith but pre- 
ſumption. He gives me his body 
and blood for my food, but it is that 
I may be renewed toa better life, He 
grafieth me upon himſelf, bur ir is 
that I may bear fruit anſwerable 19 
the tree that beareth me, 7 aw the 


vine (faith he ) aud :you are the]! 
branches, he that abideth in me and I: 
in him, the ſame brings forth muth|- 
fruit, Fohn 15,5, He makes me one: 


body with: him, but it is that I may 


live with his life and follow his exa 
ple. I come to embrace the benefit 
of his ſufferings.: But his apolite Po M 


Fer teacherh me,” that Chriſt harh ſuf 
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feted fir us, leaving ms an example, 
#hat 'we ſhould follow hu fteps , Who 
did no ſin, neither was yuile found in 
his menth, 1 Pet, 2. 21. Chriſt feeds 
me, ard his other members with me, 
with the fame bread, the bread of his 
;table, that we may be all one body 
whereof himſelf is the head. I mutt 
then come near this Sacrament of cha- 
rity with a mind full of charity, And 
qoyning with Chriſt and his: Chureh 
wih this myſtical bond, I muſt ſtu- 
dy hereaſter to keep that union holy 
and inviolable by charity unfeigned, 
This Sacrament 15 a ſeal of my.Cove- 
{pant with God, It obligeth me then 
(10 a grateful obſeryation of that hight 
:Covenant, made with me inthe holy 
:Communion,, O that I had the eyes 
.of mine underſtanding inlightered and 
\my heart opened to apprehend deep- 
ly the importance of the Covenant 


made with.me1n this holy table ! O 


[that my-F. cyent affections were ſenſi- 


» | dle enough to, reſent what obligation 
this ſeal of his th love laycth up- 


1122 Soltlaqny before 
"® on me? 'That rhe body.and -b{ood of | 
Chriſt here given me are the- price f |. 
my redemption. Andthat being re- 
deemed by ſuch a greati price, I an 
' no more mine own, but Chriſts, thu 
. - purchaſed me to have my ſervice. | / 
' Then before I receive this body awd / 
blood, I muſt thus caft-my reckot- 
ing . I am going to take the price 
which the Son of God hath paid to 
' buy me. So when I receive that pap 
- ment, 'T muſt at the ſame rime delj 
ver to him that which he hath bough, 
and wholly refign my ſelfto him byz 
ſincere love and obedience, With 
out that the bargain will not hold, 
' and the Covenant 15 nul}, Forte]. 
think ro poſſeſs the price rhat he SO þ "of 
to buy me, and not deliver to hinf.17 
what he bought, that would be keep hi 
'ing the cloath and the money : thit 
would be affronting the Lord Ii 
and provoking him to keep his dodjf 
and blood to himſelf, fince we” oP 
not give him 6ur bodies and "our { hs Mor 
-rits-1n exchange, Can I find in A bor 
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heart to take ſo much of him, and de- 
"ny him ſo fmalla thing? And ſhall T 
not be moved by the compaſſions of 
God to preſent my body a living [acri- 
fice, holy, acceptable unto him, which 
1 my reaſonable ſervice? Rom.12.1, 

It is my reaſonable ſervice indeed 
to ſacrifice my ſelf ro him that facri- 
ficed himſelf for me. And ſince he 
gives me the incenſe of his meric, it 
1s my bounden duty to bring to it the 
fire of my love, to ſend up to heaven 
the ſweet ſavour of zeal and praiſes 
and of a holy converſation, Since 
Chrik is dead for me, it 1s my duty to 
fie for him, killing within me that 
-Y'Old Man of fin who hath been the 
" cauſe of the death of my Saviour ; 
"I He loved me when I was by nature 
FI his enemy , I will then learn of him 
"71 '0 love mine enemies, He hath for- 
"2 gen me a debt of ren thonfand ta- 
"i ents, I muſt forgive a hundred pence 
+10 my fellow ſervants, Yea, as God 
"Pi forgiveth me offences without num- 
"Ider; fo I muſtto my neighbours. He 
8 G2 hall 
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124 Soliloquy before 
hath been obedient to his father even | ; 
to the death of the Croſs, I mult allo f j 
obey him in the hardeſt things, ſy 
though ir were to reſiſt unto blood, 1] | 
rake Chriſt in his table for my Savi- 
our,. I mult take him at the ſame time 
for my Lord and the pattern for my - 
imitation, | 

Bing thus diſpoſed I will make 
held to come near his holy Table, My 
-JOul rejoyce thou in the Lord, Take 
hold of his falyation, Take hold of 
himſelf, Get life in bis death, and 
| health in his wounds. O taft and ſu 
that the Lord # good, Bleſſed u thi 
was that truſteth in him, Pſal, 34.8, 
The Lord Jeſus hath made anexchange 
with me, He hath taken my fins up 


upon. me, He hath made my peat ple 
with God. He hath given me thei gi, 
heritance of the Saints in the light 
Jeſus himſelf is mine inheritance , Hj 
is my food, my life and my joy. 71 
him rhen Iam going with a fervel ,, 
zeal both to take him, and give of: 
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en | (e1f ro him. I am my beloveds and my 
Wo} beloved is mine, I will take him, and 
5 willnot let him go. Neither life nor 


, ; death ſhall ſeparate me from him. 
vi - 


me | 
my = pms 
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the M* moſt gracious God, who 
eV, haſt ſo loved me as to give 
v1 thy dear only Son, and deliver him 
Ti over to the bitter death of rhe Croſs 
vx tomake propitiation for my fins, the 
1 pledges and aſſurances whereof thou 
=} givelt me ,in thy holy Table. My 
mind is ſwallowed up in the admira- 
4 tion of thy bounty, and loſeth'its ſelf ' 
2 tn the boundleſs and bottomleſs Oce- 
FJ an of thy compaſſions ; -and together 
"0 1am beaten down with a deep confu- 
-- 8 G 3 ſion 


326, A.Prajer before. 
ſion and grief, when I conſider how. 
unworthy I bave made my ſelf of thy. 
Sreat lqye, and how I have provoked, 
thy juſtice ; O: Lord. hadſtthou bory, 
thy ſelf towards me as a Judge, and 
hadſt_thou called me to account how 
I have obſerved thy c 
d what profit I have made of the 
SS of thy- graces , inſtead ok bein 
invited at this timeto be partaker 
thy Sons body: and blood, 1 ſhould 
have been caſt long ago into outer 
darkneſs, where there 1s wailing and 
enaſhing of teeth, for I -have grie: 
voully offended. againd thy ang 
abuſed thy coi" — I have: not b 
zealqus is the duties of thy wig 
nor. diligent in. od. works, . 
weaned from. the love of ” worl 
nor. fervent in thy. love, which r 
_ the whole AR and, foul. o_ 
"But,; O my God, thou. haft looks 
epen my. guilty condition. through; 
the merit ef thy: Sov, and therefore, 
not with an eye. of a Judge but ofa f 
' tender hearted Father. Like asa "er | 
| | t a 
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ther pitterlt his children, ſo: the Lord 
pitieth - them: that fear him. Thou 


%, | att: mereiful and. gracious, O Lord, 
% | ſow toangerand-pleriteous in mercy, 


Lhou haft not dealt-with meafrer my! 
ſins, not. rewarded me: according-16- 
mine-iniquities, ' For as the leaven-1s' 
ligh [above the". earth, ſo: great is 
thy: mercy:towards: we-thy. finfal ſer- 
ant;...Pſal. 103: 

| Wherefore; © O: Lord, though FE: 
ave never ſo great. reaſon toigrieve 


= | for: my fins, T have more: reaton yo; 


: lakejoyce at thy love;; - 
2] : © how great is thy: mercy | How 
wonderful i 15 thy love; which inſtead; 
4 & torning away'from me, becauſe I: 


«8 turned away from: thee; was pleaſed: 


»J torn after me, and bring. me home: 


I when I was loſt. What -an infinite 


"I height of bounty, :that thou. didſt piry' 
"| me, - not only betanfe I was miſerable: 

® |] but becauſe I was guilty, and to have - 
made my fin of a ſubject of thy wrath- 


*] 2motive for thy compaſſions ! 


F tr my: God, 5.9 —_ 
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thy holy table the ſacred memorial 
of the death of my Savionr, and ſee 
with the eyes of faith his body and 
his blood, which are. the fin-offering 
whereby my peace was made "wick 
thee, Then ſay 1 with humble and 
hearty thankfulneſs, joyned with a 
deep amazement, Who am I Lord 
that thy. beloved Son; 'one God with: 
thee bleſſed for evermore, ſhould ſo! 
debaſe himſelffor me, as to ſuffer thit 
I ſhould not ſuffer, and undergo the! 
vileſt reproach, and the bittereſt death 
of all, to give me his riches, his glos! 
ry, his kingdom, and, whichis more 
4han all, himſelf? That entring into 
the .agonies of his death, he would ; 
tnake a deelaration of his laſt will, ; 
whereby he leaveth me the legacy of 

his moſt holy body and blood, and the 
benefit ofhis meritorjous death, That! 

he would invite' me: by his graciaus: 
- command to come:ard take poſſeſſion 
of it, and encourage'me to come neat” 
by the inward aſſurances of faith, that 
my" reconciliation is made' with thee 
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by the merit of his obedience, How 
@. | excellent is thy loving kindneſs O 
4 God ! therefore the children of men 
. | put their truſt in the ſhadew of thy 
P wings. They ſhall be abundantly fa- 
tisfied with the fatneſs of thy houſe, 
and thou ſhalt make them drink of the 
4 river of thy pleaſures, Pal. 36. 7. 
h: 1 Now, my God, as the greatneſs 
of thy bounty to-me is infinitely above 
1 mine unworthineſs, it 1s as much 
x above my capacity, And what ſhallI 
h do to receive ſuch high benefits wor- 
| thily * Of Lord I might well-be in 
great perplexity upon that point, if 
the worthineſs of the communicants 
4, | was neceſſary for a worthy receiv 
| ing of thy Sons body and blood. Nay 
it is for a remedy to their unworthi- 
aeſs that they are called by thee to'this 
| facred' feaſt. Tt-is becauſe Fam nn- 
worthy, Ir is becauſe T am: ſioful that: 
| 1 prepare -my ſelf to come to thy ta- 
"Ls ble.” Tt is becauſe I have provoked 
thy juſtice that I have now recourſe” 
uato the throne of thy grace, It is 
x. be- 
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becaule I am deſtiture of righteouſ- 
neſs that I come to ſeek it in the me. 
rit of thy Son. 

Yet, Lord, becauſe none can be. a 
real and. ſ piritual gueſt at thy holy, ta», 
ble without the weddin 0 garment and, 
due preparation ; I beſeech thee, my: 
God, to make thy Srace compleat in, 
me, —_ me a ſeriqus. repentance, of 
my fins, and that ſacrifce acceptable, 
unto thee of a-broken: and, a contrire; 
heart. Give me a true faith in thy, 
mercy by the merit of thy. Son. C65, 
ver me with the -unputatian of. his 
righteouſneſs, that, nuptial robe re- 
quiſite10 ſit at, thyzable io-inthy: kings 
dom of. which, this holy, Communiey 
is the eartieſtand the foretake. - Give 
me a holy appetite, of thy grace, that 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
a feeling acknowledgement of thy: 
bounty; the joy of my, ſalvation, the 
freer aſſurances of thy.love. : 

And; fince our communion wind 
thee is the common hond' of the con 
munion of Saints, Giveme, O LOG 
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a fincere charity; whereby I may be 
one with thee my head, and with all 
thy redeemed my fellow-members, 
and'whereby T may have peace with all- 
men, Enable-merto ſhew that Þ love 
thee by loving my neighbours,and do- 
ing ther good for'thy {ike who doſt. 
me fo much good;  As.thou forgivelt . 
me, give me/grace to forgive. 

' Lord come: 10: receive the Sacra- 
ment of thy Covenant, ' Grant that T 
may now: renew. it,, conſecraring_to- 
thee” witlr @ free: heart' this. body and: 
ſoulwhich thou haſt redeemed. ASI 
live frony thee in-my natare, and by 
thee through redemption, andin thee 
throughi'regeneration, grand me al- 
ſo: to live only for thee; and'glorife 
thee in 'mybedy. and in my Spirit: 
which are thine, - Unto thee,. O'Lord,. 
Ihumbly preſent them.” O take thou: 
ſhch am abſoſute: peſie flion: of them 
thar nothing but thyſelf Jive in me. 
That I be. now. filled with thy grace, 
and' for: ever ſerve to: thy glory, 
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A Shorter Prayer to.uſe 4 little. 


before the Communion. 


Lord Jeſu, who, calleſt me: to: 

- thy Table, be pleaſed to meet: 

me, and bring-me ro it. thy ſelf, Give: 
me the two wings of faith and love to 
raiſe my heart to thee, + 
. O:Son of God, who haſt given thy! 
ſelffor me, and doſt at this time-give: 
thy ſelf ro me, open thou my heart! 
ro receive thee, give:me holy affeRi-. 
ons to entertain thee. [That with a: 
confidence tempered with :homility! 
and a joy full of wi trembling, Þre- 
ceive- this high myltery of my falva-' 
tion, yea, that I enjoy thine own ſelf 
really and truly, 
O:thou that wouldſt be conceived! 

in the Virgins womb, be- conceived: 


* 


again'in my: heart, that hereafter I | 


_ maylive wihthy life, 6 0} but 
O thou that wouldſt die for:me; 
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| ſborfer Prayer, &c, 137 

+ | make me now feel the efficacy of thy 
= | death in the comfort of my ſoul and 
the mortification of my ſinful affeRi- 
6 | ons. | 

- | O thou that art rifenfrom the dead, 

1 N and aſcended to heaven, work a re- 
o+ | ſurreRion of holineſs in my heart, 
t: | and a lively faith to aſcend to heaven. 
e: | after thee. There to embrace thee, 
0 | ard hold thee while I take with my 
hand the outward elements of bread 
and wine, :O bread of life come feed 


4 my ſoul. O holy Ghoſt give me the' 
4! | true taſt of theſe great mercies;— And: 
j-: | for the fruits ofthy bounty let me ever 
4: | return the fruits ofmy love and thank-- 
y: | fulneſs;” | £ 
? 279 
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AY: God; moſt gracious Father, 1 by 
who: haſt this day given. me! fl 
the pledges of my ſalvation and rhe: bj 
egrneſtoteternallife ; My God; who: | 
haſt fed\me- with the body and blood 
of.thyſon,: and haſt quitkned.me with? 
the rgeris of his obedience applied-ri 
- nby./ heart through faith; I ar full! 
with:thy, bounty': My ſoul is ſarisfied! 
as-with. marrow and! fatnefs,: and: ny! 
mouth praiſeth thee with joyful lips;! 
My ſou! hath been thirſty after thee 
as a thirſty land, and thou haſt made _ 
if a watered garden, Pſal.63.5. Pal. 
143, 6. Iſa. 58, 11, I have preſented 
unto thee my bruiſed heart, and thou 
haſt 'made it whole with thy ſweeteſt 
eomforts, I came unto- thee poor: 
and hungry after thy grace, and I re- 
turn rich and full with thgþread de- 
_—_ ; 
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" ſeended' from heaven, O..the; trea- 
:. | ſures of thy. mercy which paſſeth all 


underſtanding ! Thou haſt given: me 
thy Son. Thou haft given me thine 
own ſelf, The Lord.ts the: portien'of 
mine. inheritance, and of my cup,, 
thou maintaineſt my Jot, The lines are 
fallen unto me 12 pleaſant. places, yea, 
Lhave a: goodly: heritage. Therefore 
my, heart is- glad, , and my glory re- 
joyceth;; My fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in- 
hope, Plal, 16. 5. 1451 
. © that I had the tongue of angels, 
ta give thee- glory in the higheft;. for. 
the. peace which thou makeſt on-earth, - 
with ; the men. hogonred with thy: 


Slorifie thee: ) Let all chy works. mag-- 
Rifie thee, Let my ſoul-be delivered by 


{| thine efernalcompafiions, comforted; 


by thy, leve,, and! already blefled in: 
heavenly places iathe perſonof Chriſt: 
my;kead, love thee, praiſe thee, mag- 
nifie thee, - anth conſecrate her (elf un- 
to thee, who haſt beſtowed thy San: 


1736 Thanksgiving after 
God, to ſet up thy kingdom in my 
heart, to ſubjeRt all my affections 
and imaginations unto thee alone, to 
have no will but thy will, to know 
no intereſt but thy glory, to place all 
my felicity in walking before thee un- 

to all pleaſing. is 
But, O my God, I live yetin the 
fleſh. The fleſh is infirm, Satan is 
crafty and vigilant to ſeduce me , And 
the world 1s contrary, whether he' 
perſecute me, or {mile upon me, My 
zeal may take a flight to thee, but 
" hath-nor the wing ſtrongenough to/ 
keep me up in that height.” And af-' 
ter I am raiſed up toheaven, I am 
prone to fall down again to the 
ground, Wherefore, O: Lord, be 
pleaſed to ſuſtain me with thy: vertue 
from above, And as after ſending of 
thy Son thou didſt ſend thy Spirit to 
thy Church, So now after thou haſt: 
Siven me thy Son this: day, O give 
me alſo the vertue of thy good- Spi- 
Fit. 99 
Yea-come, holy Ghoſt, make my 
Oh hear 
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heart thy dwelling place. SanCtifie 
me to thy ſelf, mortifie my ſinful af- 
fetions, Fill me with faith, chari- . 


ty, meekneſs and all chriſtian vertues. 
Preſerve me againſt the ſeduRions of 
the world. Endue me- with ſtrength 
apainſt all the fiery darts of the wick- 
ed. 

Be my counſellour in my perplexi- 
ties, My :comforter in 'my- troubles, 
and my guide in all my wayes.: © + 

, My God, who haſt fed me this day 
inthe hope ofa better life ſpiritual and: 
eternal, Give me grace to beginiral- 
ready, 'O enable meto live in earth as 
they live in heaven, as much as my 
temporal condition is capable of it, 
advancing in thy knowledge, loving 
thee, —_ thee and obeying thee 
with all my heart, with all my ſoul, 
with all my ſtrengtli;. and with all my 
underſtanding. Suffer me not to love 
the world, nor the things that are in 
the world, but ler my heart be where. 
my treaſure is; 1 Joh. 3.” Mar. 6.” 

And after 1 have fought the good 

= fight, 


138 Thanksgiving after, 8c. 
fight, and kept the faith, 'be: pfcaſed' 
to give methe crownincorruztible of. 
life, Lerime!finally poſſeſs to the full 
thy: beloved: Sov thas loved: merang: 
Een ng 

U tb: mthy! 
= ee anbedaſ eaſed fe _ 
more that are at thy right hand Where: 
I-miy find; mitie-.crernal' delight: in 
praiſing thee eternally,” forthinetter-! 
nal love inthySon Jeſus Chiridt: - : |/;; 

To whom 'with thee. and: the- ho.- 

iy Ghoſt be :glory' for evermorce;i 
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|. 4n humble Supplication to God, 
fit tobe attended with Faſting, 
to preſerve and ſanitifie his 
Aﬀlicted Church. 


Heb. 13. 


Remember them that are in bonds, aus 
bound with them, and them which 
ſuffer adverſity as being your ſelves 
alſo in the body. 


Soliloquy. 
wag H E ſaddeſt indication 


VS Lo of approaching death is 
RY want of ſenſe , Andthoſe 
F parts that: have loſt it, 
SES and have no part in the 
ſuffering of the ſick body, are dead 
| members and no more parts of the 
. body, though there may be ſome con- 
tinuity \remaining between the mn : 
| A 


TT: 


'T42 Soliloquy 
and the ljving parts. By that reaſv 
many that hold themſelves to be mem. 
. bers ofthe Church. are no parts of the 
body of Chriſt, ſince they have n{ 
fellow-feeling of.the ſufferings of tha 
body. The Trk hath 4ately advan 
ced very far into the Chriſtian Prog. 
vinces, and made many thouſands of 
Chriſtians ſlaves, who now are work- 
 ing.in bonds and drawing the plough 
hike horſes: And that mercilefs. ene 
my having everflowed large Coun 
tries with blood kath left famine and 
peſtilence to compleart the deſolations 
made by the ſword. The Court off ; 
Rome hath ſoinchaunted moſt Prin} ; 
ces of Chriſtendom with her cup of. 
abominations, that they bend all their| 
power to exringuith the Proteſtant} 
| Religion, ſome by a Dieelefiar-like, 
 fome by a falian-like perſecution. 
| Have not great Countries been half} 
difplanted, by the expulfion of Pro-J 
teſtants out of the heredirary lands of 
the Houſe of Auſtria? Andis not the 
: ame meaſure now-prepared. for on | 
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brethren whom their #nemies labour 
to make weary of their countrey and 


'their life 2. Theſe things we hear with 
/ indifference, 'as we do the wars of 
the Tartars in Chiza, not caring who 
Awinneth or :loſeth ,”'So ſoon have'we 
forgot the late Croſs of Chriſt, when 


our Church and State being beheaded 
in the perſon of our ſacred Soveraign, 


.our lands ſold, our perſons captiva- 


ted, our conſciences oppreſt, we cri- 


ed out to our neighbours, 7s this ne- 


thing to you, all ye that paſs by ? Re- 
gard hoy + if there be any ſorrow like 


.unto my ſorrow, Neither have we 


learned by-our experience how ſoon 


the greateſt ſtrength may break and 
'turn againſt it felf, and what plagues 
atrend ſecurity and inſenfibiliry, Let 
us leave to Reme the vain and- guil- 


ty boalting of her unmoveableneſs, 
muck like'that of Babylon ( ifnot the 


'fme ) :1-ft 4 Dncen, and am not 4 
widow, and ſpall ſee no: ſorrow. But 
that boaſting 'draweth a woful doom, 
Therefore ſhall her Plagues come: tn 


on 


144 ' Soliloguy 
One day, death aud. mourning and fu | u 
me: 15:05 tight 10-195 5909% ori ol BD 
- Indeed it cannot be expected thut | 4 
thoſe who could not be_ brought 
to: humility and repentance rb 
late great calamiries at home, ſhould 
now be brought to brotherly ſympy. 
thy by the ſufferings of good Chrilji 
ans abroad. But have the bei the 
ſenſe which they ought to have of the 
ſufferings of the body of the Church, 
4s heing themſelves alſo in the boay? 
I-fear that Chriſt may ſay to us as to 
the Church of Epheſus, Rev. 2. 4.1 


- have ſomewhat a thee, becauſe [pr 


* 
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thou haſt left thy firſt love. gl 
_ _ - The love of God: ought to be the | th 
firſt mover of our affetions. But | 6n 
fince in moſt perſons felf-love is their | [61 
primum mobile, the great Orb and he: 
firſt mover of all their-affetions; | (p 
it were much' to be wiſhr, that they | Z, 
might. conſider aright that; we being | fa 
. one body with other Chriſtians {even | th, 
| for our civil-relation in this Wet of | ris 
the world}. we ſuffer in their ow wi 
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and their 'ruine draweth our ruine, 
But to be ſenſible that we are one'bo- 
dy with all the members of Chriſt our 
common Head, there 15 need of a bet- 
ter love than ſelf-love, for unleſslove 
begin at. the, head, uniting us with 
Chriſt as the principle ot our life, 
we can have but a weak ſenſe, and 
00 further than worldly intereſlſes will 
ifford of the ſufferings of perſons of 
the ſame holy profeſſion. © Therefore 
$. Paul having exhorted the Epheſs- 
«15 not to faint for the tribulations 
which he ſuffered for them, and-re- 
preſented to them that it was their 
glory, groundeth that exhortation of 
their fellow-feeling, upon their uni- 
on with Chriſt, and prayerh that the 
love of God may abound in their 
heart, For this cauſe ( ſathhe) 7 
bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord eſs Chriſt, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth « named, 
that he would grant you according to the 
riches of his glory to be ſtrengthened 


LL EaZS>3&R- 


wih might in the inner man: That 
4 _ Chrig | 


146- '-+». Soliloquy 


Chrift ma); dwell in your hearts by: 


faith ,, that ye being rooted and ground- 
.cd in love may be able to comprehend 


with all Saints what is the breaath and 
length and depth and. height, and to 


:kyow:, the beve of Chriſt, which : paſs. 
ſeth knowleage, that ye might be fil- 
led with all the fulneſs of God. And 
having thus laboured to root and 
ground Chriſtians in the : love of 
Chriſt, after anezaculation of praiſes 
r10:God for! his: great love and' bene- 
fus-to his Church,: he draweth: an ins 
ference both from the love which 


Chriſt beareth to: us, and from that | 


Which. we:owe to him for it, that we 


love; one another, ,and have an uniod 


of aftxRions, anda tcllow-feeling” 0b 
afflitions, as having a communuy ef 
the beſt and higheſt intereſſes. The 
words are moſt divine and moving, 
Eph. 4-1. I therefore the. priſoner" 
the Lord beſeech you that you walk wots 
thy of. the vocation wherewith ye art 
called, With all lowlineſs and: meeh- 
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neſt, with. long ſuffering, forbearing | 1 
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one another in love ; Endeavonring to 
keep the unity of the ſpirit in the Fond 
of Peace, There i one body andone 
Spirit, even as you are called in oxe 
hope. of your calling, one Lord, 'one 


faith, one baptiſm, oue Goa and Fa- 


ther of all, who ts above all, and throng 
all, and in you all. 8 EO 

' Iris very poſlible, and indeed ye- 
ry ordinary, that they that have that 
community of heavenly -goods thus 
richly ſer forth by S. Pax! agree not 
in all the branches, though they ſtand 
firm to the ſame ſtock. Upon which 


all inteVigent and charitable Chriſti- 


ans may be ſatisfied by that which the 


| Apoſtle addeth. But unto every one 


if 4 45 given grace according. to the 
meaſure of the gift of Chriſt, If we 
find in them a want of thar meaſure of 
the gift of Chriſt, they alſo find 'inus 


awant of the ſame. And God. finds 


mote of that want in them and us, To 
him they and. we mult give account 
of thoſe wants 'of the gift of Chriſt 


which we have incurred by our negli- 
"M .;,_I0 gence Þ 


148 Soliloquy | 


gence and wilfulneſs, And of cone 
of thoſe wants will he exaQ a ſeverer 
account than of the wilfull wants of 
charity, For when all is ſaid, that 


want of love to our brethren is want | 


of love to: God our Father, and to 
Chrift our brother, the firſt born, 
and the bond of the whole brother:- 
hood, Oh that we wade (as we 
ought ) the intereſs of Chriſt our 
chief intereſs ! Then ſhould we feel 
. thoſe wounds given to any part, eſ9e- 
cially to the great limbs of his myſti- 
cal body, as inflited to our ſelves; 
thoſe wounds whereby Satan labou- 
'reth to cut off integral parts of the 
viſible Church in which Chriſt hath 
many members. And the lamentable 
and lamenting face of the Churches 
about us makes us ſufficiently under- 
and what the enemy may do by that 


| 


—— 


which he hath done already. : 
' Without opening a wound now 
cloſed up by Gods wonderful mer 
and power, we may conſider with 
horrour how thoſe principal limbs 
Is of 
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"will ampire the emergent differences 


of- the Reformed Church, whoſe 
ſtrength is formidable to the common 
enemy, have been by the deep craft 


_ of Saran ſer one againſt the other, to 


work with the height of their vigour 
and mettle their mutual (that is 


their own detruRion ; A deſtruction 


which no human ſtrength but our own 
can work, All among us that love 
God and the peace of his 7eruſalens 
had great cauſe to lament that the juſt 
vindication of our right and the ne- 


ceſſary intereſs of our prefervation 


ſhould ſo croſs the: common interefs 
of Religion, 

Burt as God is the God of righte- 
ouſneſs he is alſo the God of peace, 
the God of truth, the God of love, 
and love it felf, And where righte- 


-ouſneſs cannot be perfetly ſatisfied 
(for it is ſhort in all the contracts and 
commerces of the world ) Gods tove 


and peace will find wayes for his own 
fatisfaQion : And the truth of God, 
the precious depofiram of both parties 


150 Prayer 
and make righteouſneſs and peace to 
kitls each other, Yea if we have the 
grace to turn unto God with an hum- 
ble, penitent and faithful heart deeply 
afteRed with the zeal of his glory, and 
_ that of his houſe, which 1n ſo 
places and ſo many wayes is threatned 
with ruine, - 


PRAYE R. 
LY 221d Jeſu, who haſt loved thy 


& FJ Church and given thy ſelf far 
her, thou art the fame this day and 


uh yelterday and for ever - and haſt the 


Ame love to her now as thou had! 
when thou did yield thy ſelf to the 
grievous torments of the Crols to 


make propitiation for her by thy pre- : 


£ious death and obedjence. Lord, he 
-Pleaſed now ro make-:uſe of that pre- 
Piriation to-turn the juſt indignarian 
of thy Father into compaſſion towards 
the Church thy Spouſe, which thou 


haſt purchaſed for thy ſelf, and paid 


fo. dear for: And as thou haſt a: 
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deemed thy: Church from the infer- 
nal rorments, deliver her now from 
temporal -deftructisn.' - It 1s very 
true, Lord, that we have deferved 
no leſs rhan utter extirpation, and that 
our fins -are more. grievous than-all: 
ithe aftlictions thar we'ran either fof- 
fer orfear. For thoſe perſons whom. 
thou haſt pickt out amonp the nati- 
ons enſlaved to 1delatry, to "bring 
them unto thy marvellous light, have 
-notwalked like children of light, but. 
have fed: themſelves with a vain hope 
40: obtain redemption from hell dy 
.thy: merit, without labouring 0 be 
'redeemed from iniquity. And ſuch: 
& the viciouſneſs of their carriage that: 
theiprofeſſion.only of a holy doctrine, 
'notany reformation 2 manners diſtin- 
;Suiſheth rhem fromthewicked world, 
»Some' have taken occaſion of theſe ex- 
-cefſes to' make a moſt guilty ſepara- 
tion, and have torn the Church 1n- 
»ftead of healing it. | Yea+toireform 
{the Charchithey: have cominitted foch- 
hideous.crittes as caſt a*molt fol 
? 7 BAY and- 


X52. Prayer 


. and indelible blurr upon the holy pro. 
feflion. - Others have daubed the 
\-crevifſes of Gods houſe with untem. 
. . pered morter, and cured the wound 
of the Church lightly, ſaying peace 


"Peace, when there was no peace'to 


. be expeRed without'the amends of 1 
ſeriqus repentance, In Clergy and 
_ Laity, in great and ſmall, from the 
fole of the foot upwards, there is no 
-loundneſs in us, 

+7! But the; more'unſound we. are - the 
.more workthere is for thy: mercy.and 
vertye, Q-overaign Phyſician, whole 
Yreat cure:appointed*: by thy heaven- 
ly Father that ſent thee is to take 
away. the ſins of the world, Heal: us, 
©-Lord, of that great ſickneſs of lin, 
whatſoever become of us-for all other 
evils:; and incline our. hearts to help 
. our -cure. by a. ſpeedy, and - unfeigned 
repentance, the reality of which con- 
liſteth in a ſerious amendment, O 


create in usa clean heart and 'xenewa | 


right Spirit within us, 'that we. may 


twrn to him frew whom we have deep | 


% : 
" «., pes 
Sy , 
IE” 

£24 


for the Aﬀliied Church. 155 


revolted, Iſa. 31.6. and caſt away 
thoſe idols of gold and filver whicti 
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we have erected in our hearts, all 
thoſe idols of jealouſie, the luſt of the 
fleſh; the lult of the eyes and the pride 
of life, the reigning intemperance; 
and the profane converſation, where- 


by we provoke thy Majeſty to' caſt us 


away from thee, and when we call 
upon thee for deliverance, to turn us 
Out to thoſe falle Gods to: whom we 
have made a ſacrifice of our affeti- 
ons. Rebuke the ſpirit of diſcord 


and faction, that canker corroding the 


inward parts of: thy Church, and 
turning the good blood into corrupt 


matter, As we deſire that thou have 
thoughts of peace towards us, give us | 


thoughts of peace towards our diſſen- 
ting brethren, grace to px#t off anger, 
wrath: and malice, and ts put on, as 
the cleft of God holy and beloved, bows 
els of mercies, kinaneſs, humblenefs of 


mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, for- 
bearing one another, and forgiving one” 
fy | another, as we wonld have thee to for- 
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r54 Prayer 
_ . . Andifit be thy pleaſure to continye 
rhe ' dayes of affliction punto thy 
Church, O Lord make them bene- 
ficjal unto.us, Let the evil dayes help 
u5-to be good. Let the evil of affliQ- 


on conſume the evil of fin, Let thy fur- 


nace make us like gold whick 1s tried 
in the fire, and comes out refined ef 
its. droſs , that we may ſay with thy 
frvant David, It u good for us that 
we bave been affiiited that we may lears 
thy ffatutes. If thou deprive us of 
outward comforts, yet leave us the 
inward; take not thy holy Spirit from 
us, continue unto us the means of 
grace, - perfect thy ſtrength in our 
weakneſs, let us be any thing ſo. we 
may be thine. | 
And now Lord having asked before 
all things thy kingdom and the righte- 


ouſneſs thereof according to thy pre] * 
cept, we will call upon thee for ourf - 
deliverance out of the dangers which] - 
our fins have deſerved, and which the} 


unwearied malice of onr- enemtes is 


Es; yer" 
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we have 'a-precepr, and that backt- 
with a' promiſe of thy divine help, 


Call. upon; me 3%: the _—_ of trouble," 
*will deliver thee, ' and then ſbult 7 lors 
fie me;; Pſal.'' 50. 15, And: to Prey | 
for: the proſperitie -ofthy Church we 
-have-an eſpecial command, -and with- 
-all an inviting promiſe, Pray for the 
"peace-- of feruſalem, they ſhall os. 2h 
that lowwthet, Pal. 122, 6; 


- O Eord;. when was ever the. peace 


of 'thy Lorwſalem more'' diſturbed ? 
' Hard times'of ſeveral forts have gone- 
over thy Church ; > Sometimes Infi- 
:dels perfecured. thoſe that called upon: 


thy name : Other times 'Hefeticks - 
perſecuted: the '-Orthodor', - Other - 
times the Orthodox annoyed: one ano- 
ther, either about unneceſſary- quar- 
rels-of Religion;- or for differences - 


' about ternporal- intereſſes :: thyipoor 
'miliranr.Church hath-been plagued/ in. 
'theſe- late times with' all «cheſs; "The: 

- worſhippers of - 2ſahomet capa 


preſs the worſhippersof Chrift:. 
death - F 


 -x$6 Prayer 


-death or baniſhment or confiſcation, 
thoſe thar will call upon none but God 
in their religious worſhip, and will 


have no- Mediator to God but. Jeſus 


Chriſt. Some enlightened_with the 
faving-doQrine of the Goſpel have 
put-onſuch an unlucky zeal about ap- 
pendances of religion that they have 
wounded the vital parts of the Church 
their Mother, - and: {till continue to 
trouble her peace. Others. ( and 


we part of them ) agreeing--in the | 


fame holy profeſſion: have fallen out 
about. matters of profit- and. intereſs 
and have been greedily deſtroying one 
another-in open war. | | 
We were. certainly perſwaded: of 


the right of our cauſe, and our arms | 


were juſtified by our duty to our King 
and Conntrey.. But who: candiſtin- 
- guiſh, the innocent from the guilty ? 
; Weareallevil doers and all-fufferers 
for the_evil we have done.. All we 
. and in deuble need 'of thy: mercy, 


- both to be: redeemed from iniquity, | 
of 


and from the deſerved puniſhment. 
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our iniquity, And before we call for 
od { thy aſfiſtance we have need to call 
il } for the pardon of our fins, and the 
ſus | grace of a-ſerious converſion, Fa- 
he j ther of mercies, let this-be the begin- ' 
ve ning of thy mercy to us to-make- us 
p- | ſenſible of our ſins, and what a hand 
ve j we have our ſelves in thy judgements. 
< | Lord turn us and we ſhall be turned, 
g p_ us and. we (hall be convert- 
.c = 

he } And becauſe quick deſtruction is 
ut | coming upon thy Church in moſt 
fs | Provinces of Chriſtendom, and moſt 
pe | menare.impenfizgnt, -and the-moſt pe- 
' | nitent are ſlow atid defetive in their * 
of | . repentance, O- Lord prevent the 
1s | eomplete repentance of thy Chureh 
g | with the ſpeedy defence of thy truth, 
- 

? 


. and protect thy Church for thy truths 
. fake. For the danger of which we 
's | -onght to: be moſt ſenſible is not the 
e | faughter of men,, which howſoever 
maſt'die within few years, whether 

they be good or bad; but the extir- 
pation of thy holy Religion, the &- 
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tintion of the light of thy-truth, the | 
healing .of the mortal wound of the | 


Beaſt, and the return of that: work 
than Egyptian darkneſs over the con- 
ſciences of men. ' All our-ſufferings 
compared to that intereſs are of ſmall 
conſideration. |  ©'4:.:2R 
Lord, diſpoſe of us as thou thinkelt 
good, ' but maintain thy truth; defend 
the cauſe of thy glory. - Let notrhine 
adverſaries triumph, Let. not Satan 
Þuild his ſynagogue with the ruins of 
thy houſe. ' ' And ſince the ſudſiſkenee 
-of:thy truth on earth is fo complica- 
ted with that of thy Church; that if 
thy: Church be: deſtroyed: rhy trarh 
falls among'men; O Lord ler-thy jea- 
- Touſie ſtir up thy compaſiions, and 
for the preſervation of thy trutly pre- 
ſerve thy Church: / Finding no rea- 
fons in'us to move thy compaſlions 


find'them in thy Telf; arid preferve 


us for the imereſs ofrhy glory. #Fhere- 


fore ſhoull4 the heathen | ſay,- where's | 


vow their God? Let them” not "con- 


we 
_— 
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is periſhable, and that thy cauſe is un- 


| juſt becauſe it 1s caſt, Let not Satan 


the falſe Prince of the world ſet up 
his throne in thy Church alſo : for 
thine, not his, 7 the Kingdom and the 
power and the glery, e Awake awake, 
put on ſtrength O arm of the Lord, 


awake a4 in the ancient dayes, tn the 


generations of old, eArt thou net he 
that haſt cut Rahab and wennded the 
Dragon? Art thou not he which hath + 
dried the ſea, the waters of the great 
deep? That hath made the depths of 
the ſea a way for the rauſomed to come 
over? Ia.5.1.9. Look down from hea- 
ven ang behold from the habitation of 
thy holineſs and of thy glory. Where 
1 thy zeal and thy ſtrength, the ſound- 


ing of thy bowels, and of thy mercies 
' towards 1? eAre they reſtrained? 


Doaubtleſs thou art our Father though 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Iſrasl 
arkyowledge us mot. Thou O Lord are 


' our Father and Redeemer ; thy name is 


from everlaſting, Ila, 63. 15, 
The corruption was never fo gene. 
: C l 


160 Prayer | 
ral in the Church but there was ſome 
true pietyleft in-1t, And even among 
us there are good ſouts that treaſure 
'up thy knowledge in their hearts with 


fn affection, and-<labour ſincere. | 


to walk before .thge unto all 
pleaſing. Some. have no great pros 
greſs as yet in+ their regeneration, 


yet they have receive+ thy Goſpel 


with that fincerity, which with th 
grace and their godly exerciſe wi 
grow to the perfect ſtature of the new 
man, That meaſure of goodneſs in 
thy: people, being the produ@ of thy 
- grace, thou wilt not forſake the work 

of thy. hands, nor deliver thoſe to de- 
ſtruction to whoſe heart thou haſt ſaid, 
Soul I am thy ſalvation. 

We embrace this comfortable: pre- 
miſe of thine, 1/4, 65. 8; As the new 
Wine ts found in the cluſter, and: one 
ſaith Deſtroy it not for ableſſing # in 
t, ſo-will T ace Tu ſervants ſaks 
that: 1 may not 
Chriſt in theſe Nations honoured with 


thy Goſpel, now lying ſadly under |. 


ſtroy them ail. Q 
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the oppreſſion of the enemies of thy 
truth, or under their domeſtick rut- 
nous diſtractions, there is ſome ofthe 
wrſte of thy knowledge and love. A 


| Hleſſing is in is, a grear, admirable 


and unſpeakgllle bleſſing ;- A bleffin 


-urehaſed for them by thy blood, 


conferred upon them by thy Spirit, O 
Lord let that ſaving bleſſing be atten- 


ded by the other bleflings of thy good- 
neſs, the bleſfings of peace and pro- 
-tetion, Keep thy redeemed ſafe as 
'the apple of thine eye. Let Kings be 
itheir nurſing fathers and Queens their 
'nurfing mothers. Let our gracious 


Soveraign be alwayes the confiant De- 
fender of the Faith, and the loving 


Prote@or of thy Church, and find in 
that pious and Royal Office a power- 


ful defence and proteRion for himſelf 


and his Imperial family. Let all thoſe 
| that ſeek thee _ and be glad in 


thee, Let all ſuch as love thy ſalva- 
ton ſay continually, the Lord be mag- 
nified, Plal. 40. 16. 

Bur if for the further execution. of 


1 . 
L 1 ens 
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thy judgements, and. manifeſtation of 
thy wiſdom and glory, by thy wayes 
which are not our wayes, thou wik 


multiply the dayes of trial unto thine | 


affi;&ed Churches, or even'imake this 
Church of ours to goe through the 
fiery farnace, Lord let thy grace how- 
ſoeyer never depart from-us, the gui- 
ging of thy fear, the comforts of thy 
promiſes, the ſtrength of. faith, and 
the inward aſſurances of thy love, that 
we may. be joyful in hope, patient 
tribulation, perſeverant 3nftant inpraj- 
-er, 'Rom.:12.12. When our fleſt aw 
nr heart fableth, be thou the ſtrength 

our heart and onr portvon for ever, P 

93.26, And let Chriſt be a gain un- 
£0: 5 both to live and. todye. : Do 
thts forusand-inus, 'O theavenly:Fa- 
ther.; for thy Sons ſake and by hy 
Spirit, that tothe Father, [San ;and 
Holy. Gb6K we may ever give all ko- 
nour and glory. Amen, 1 
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COUNSEL: 
to troubled Conſciencts) | 


Inſtead of a Soliloquy for one troubled 
_ with that diſeaſe, 1 will endeavonr 
to give him good counſel. For ſuch 4 
perſon is apt, when be ſpeaks to his 
ſoul, to give wrong judgement 
. againſt himſelf, and hath need to be 
armed with. a preſervative againſt 
his own fears before he take bis con- 
ſcience in hand, © 


NT< HE RE are two ſorts of trou- 
bled conſciences: Some that 
have really committed outragious'of- 
fences of the groſſer ſort againſt Gad 
and their neighbours, as blaſphemy, 
-murther, robbery, oppreſſions, adul- 
"HP tery, 
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tery, falſe teſtimony, whereby they 
feel the terrours of Gods juſtice, and 
a very hell in their guilty hearts. To 
them I have five things to ſay. 
T. Firſt they muſt labour for a con- 
trition adequate to their crimes and 
the heavineſs of their,demerits, con- 
demning themſelves moſt ſeriouſly 
Defore God that they may not be con- 
demned, Ofthe deep ſorrow requiſite 
after enormons ſins, David gave at 
example after his two crying offences 
of adultery and murther, for he faſt. 
edand lay on the ground ſeven dayes, 
-upon Gods rebuke ſent to him 
N athan. 
II. The beſt part of repentance 1s 
converſion, and -making all poſſible 
amends to God and men. Beſides 
your private humiliation before God, 
who in all offenees is the principal of- 
fended party. If you have difhonour- 
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ed his Holy Name before men, ho- 
nour him before the ſame men with 
an open confeſſion and ſelf condemna- 


tion. Have you offended your neigh- | 


eo 
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- I bour in his credit ? Make him repa- 


ration, Have you wronged another 


nd Jin his goods? Make him reſtitution, 


Io 


noo add 


Think not to make amends for the 
wrong dene to one by giving to ano- 
ther, or evento God himſelf, as ma- 
who having got a great eſtate by 
violence and extortion have founded 
Hoſpitals and Monaſteries, ſeeking 
to make their peace with God by g1- 
ving him part of their rapines, and 
making him receiver of ſtolen goods. 
NI, If he that hath committed ſuch 
great offences come to hate them, not 
ſo muck becauſe they are pernicious 


to him as becauſe they are diſpleafing 


to God, ler him take that ſting of ſin 
as an effe of Gods grace driving him 


to repentance, being ſure that ſuch a 


ſpark of the love of God in him comes 
from God, and cannot be the pro- 
duct of his unregenerate nature , for 
We are not ſufficient of onur ſelues as of 
our ſelves to think, any good thing, but 
our ſufficiency i of God, 2: Cor 3.5. 

._ 1Y;. Haringlomach offended Gad 
weed 5 .. -*- Jet 
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let him - not add to his fins the moſt 
Srievous of all ſins, which. is deſpair; Þde 
Other {ins are againſt Gods juſtice; | th 
Deſpair is beſides, againſt Gods | ri 
mercy, the attribute in which. God | cc 
takes moſt glory. Other fins com: - 

U 


mit the evil, but this befides rejed 
the remedy, p- 
V, Let him therefore conſider and | ft 
believe, that there is a ranſome far | r 
all repenting ſinners and true con | |t 
verts, though never ſo guilty before; | tl 
The blood of feſus Chriſt the Sen of | 
God doth cleanſe us from: all ſin,, 1 Joi; I ti 
1,7. No great lin js greater than | n 
Gods mercy. No ſore of the foul is | tt 
incurable by the blood and! merir of | 
Chriſt, Butthenlet him obey Gods 
call ro repentanceand falyation, Ezek, | ! 
18, 30. Caſt away from you all your | " 
tranſpreſſtons whereby you have tranſs | \ 
greſſed , and make you a new heart - 
{ 

f 

| 


and'a new ſpirit , for why will je dye 0 
houſe of Iſrazt? For F have no prey 
in the death of him that dieth ſatth the 
Lora Goa, Wherefore turn jonr ſelves 
and liveye, Noto- | 
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Notorious malefatours have ſe]- 


: [dom wounded conſciences, being by 


their cuſtom of ſinning caſt into a dull 
reprobate ſenſe, and drowzineſs of - 
conſcience, ' not: 'to be” awaked by 
death it ſelf, Bur when it pleaſeth 
God to work graciouſly and power- 
fully upon their hearts, from great 
ſinners they prove great and exempla- 
ry converts: And- by their accurate 
Iving in the fear of God ſhew that 
they have learned a great helineſs by 
the great mercy of God in pardoning 
their grievous fins, As if they would 
make a comment upon: Davias ſaying 
to God, there i forgiveneſs with thee 
that then mayeſt be feared. 
There is another ſort of wonnded 
ſpirits, who being none of the grie- 
yous ſinners, but pions perſons and lo- 
vers of God and goodneſs, yer never 
leave acculing and tearing their con- 
ſciences, and thinking of God with 
horrour. ' Of the wound of thoſe con» 
ſciences generally the cauſe is the 
weakneſs and indiſpolition of m_—_ bo- 
ies. 


dies. The firſt ſort though loaden 


with much heavier ſins, are far more: 
ſuſceptible of comfort, if they be 


( as they are commonly ) of a {trong 


conſtitution. and: free from melancho- 


ly. The ſecond fort having their 
ſpleen and their hypochondres oppreſt 


- with melancholy, and their braines 
Rained with it, are very ſeldom to- 


tally reſolved of their ſcruples of con- 
ſcience. Such patients are crax The- 


ologorum, the continual] weariſome and. 
moſt times barren ſubjects of the 
goos pains ofDivines ro comfort their 
ad ſouls, for when their objections 
againſt themſelves are anſwered with, 
the ſoundeſt divinity and reaſon, they. 


are not thereby ſilenced, but cont!- 
nue to vex themſelves and others till 
their ſad dayes be ended by death, 
which yet uſeth to be full of comfort 
and aſſurance in Gods mercy through 
Jeſus Chriſt their Saviour ; for Chriſt 


breaketh' not the bruiſed reed and |; 


quencheth not the ſmoaking flax, 


Neither ought we to make a ſini- 
SIE apts * | 
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er judgement of thoſe dejected per- 
fons who having led a Chriſtian life 
have acted their death with their own 
hands, Bur judge ( as we ouphr ) 
that it was the work of predominant 
melancholy not of unchriſtian deſpair, 
and that living and «dying they were 


in the hands of that great and good 


God whoſe mercy rejoyceth over 
judgement, 

But let thoſe fearful examples be a 
preſſing warning to the ſoul-ſick 


| Chriſtians, that they leave ſtudying 


of ſcruples and indulging to their me- 


| lancholy , for melancholy 1s the food, 


the neſt, and the fort of the Angel 
of darkneſs, the enemy of God ard 
men, and the great worker of their 
perdition. Wherefore troubled con- 
ſciences among the comforts of Gods 
infinite love in Jeſus Chrilt, have 
need alſo to be driven by terrour from 


| that ruinous courſe of foſtering ob. 
jections againſt themſelves and Gods 
\{ mercy, leſt that if they harden them. 
| ſelves againſt Gods comforts, he 


I turn 


170 For troubled Conſcientes, 
turn them_-out to. the Father of dil- 
comfort the Devil, who is roving a- 
bout us ſeeking whom he may devour: 
Take heed of bending your ſelves 
againſt Gods comforts , So much is 
fighting againſt Gods mercy, | the 
moſt heavy and the molt damnable fin 
of all ſins. 

I acknowledge ſtill that the cauſe 
of trouble of conſcience in perfor. 
averſe from vices 1s rather in the bo- 
dy than the ſoul, and ſuch patients 
are more proper ſubjects for Phyli- 
cians than Divines, for Divinity can- 
not purge the Spleen and the Mother, 
Wherefore I would beſeech them as 
they are cobſcionable Chriſtians, and 
abhor falſe teſtimony, that they would 
give over accuſing their ſouls for the 
defects of their bodies, 
| . Yet let them employ all the pow- 
ers of their ſpirit to fight the good 


fight again(t thoſe domeltick enemies; | 


che indiſpoſition of their bodies and 
the ſuggeſtions of melancholy, - Let 
them not admit the accufations agaitſ 

| j: them- 
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themſelves untried, but make to 
themſelves theſe queſtions; Doſt thou: 
love God? Art thou ſorry that thou. 
canit love him no better ? Are thy- 
fins diſpleaſing unto thee ? Doſt thou 
abhor the ifreligious thoughts which 
Satan ſuggeſteth unto thy ſad ſpirit ? 
Art thou willing to do the duties of 
charity, to give, to forgive, to re- 
turn good for evi], and that for 
Chriſt's ſake who gave himſelf to 
death for us his enemies ? And if thou 
art not able fo pray ( as many wound- 
ed conſciences imagine that they can- 
not) art thou not wiſhing. that thou 
mighteſt do it ? | | 
Certainly if-you do- but deſire that. 
you might love God, you love him, 
ard he loveth them that love him, And 
we love him becanſe he leved us firſt . 
You may be ſure that your deſires to 
be able to follow the rules of his Goſ- 


fel and glorifie him in-your' body and 


n your {pirit {hich arehis, are nor 
the motions of a reprobate ſenſe 'or 
your natural-corruptiof- © They are' 
the 
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the work of Gods grace, and he that 
hath beguna good work in you ſhall 


perfect it. 
Amons theſe conſciences troubled 


with the fear of coming ſhort of their. 


ſalvation, if I may mect with a rati- 
onal and generous piety, I would try 
a way for their comfort which is not 
obſerved enough, You fear you ſhall 
not be ſaved. But I fear that you 
miſtake the nature of your Chriſtian 
calling, ſetting that firſt which 1s the 
laſt in your duty. You are called to 
glorifie God in your body and 1n your 


ſpirit which are Goas, 1 Cor. 6, 20. |. 


And next to rely upon his mercy for 
your ſalvation. Your Chriſtian du- 
ty mult not begin by the laſt, but 
that which is firſt in Gods intention, 
muſt be the firſt in your prattice, 
Ton were bought with a price, the it- 
finite price of Chriſts blood, thar you 
ſhould glorifie God, ſaith S. Pawl in the 


alledged place; and again, 7. 2. 14; 
Chriſt gave himſelf for us that he migh 


redgem us from all iniquit), and purtful | 


anti 
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Pl. 


anto himſelf a peculiar people zealous 
of good works, And S, Peter the like, 
1 Pet. 2. 24. Chriſt his own ſelf bare 
onr ſens in his own body on the tree that 


| we being dead to fin ſhould live unto 


righteouſneſs, This 1 urge that ſuch 
Chriſtians as are wholly poſſeſt with 
cares and fears about their ſalvation 
may wiſely apprehend that they were 
redeemed for a better end, and are 
called by their redemption to a high- 


er ſtudy and employment, even to do 


their part to be redeemed from ini- 
quity, to be zealous of good works, 


to dye unto fin and live unto righte- 


oulneſs, ro ſhew the pratſes and. fol- 


"| low the vertnes of him that hath called 


u out of darkneſs unto his marvellous 
liyht, 1 Pet. 1.9, and it was for that. 
end that he called us out of darkneſs 


unto-his marvellous light. 


- A principal cauſe of the trouble of 
conſcience and doubts of ſalvation 15, 
that men bring a mercenary love to 
their religion, limiting their duty to 


2M the obraining of their ſalvation. We 


& 23 are 


are indeed commanded,” Phil, 2, 12, 
to work out our own ſalvation with 
trembling and fear. But if we ſerve 
God for no other end, the great agent 
1n our ſervice is our ſelf-love, not the 
love of God, Whereas -16 we be ge 
nerous Chriſtians, we ſhall conſider 
+ our ſalvation only as an appengance of 
Gods glory, and love it and work it 
for that end. -Wherefore the Apoſtle 
having an the alledged 'text exhorted 
Chriſtzans to work out their own fal- 
vation, tells them wo verſes after, 
what muſt be their end in'that work, 
T hat you may be blameleſs and harm: 
leſs, the - ſons of Gea, without rebuke, 
in the midft of 4 crooked ans perverſ: 
generation, among whom Jou. ſhine 4 
lights in the world, 

Then- whenſoeyer that queſtion 
comes into your mind, whether: you 
ſhall be- ſaved, put it back with this 
reſolution : |-,Ler God diſfoſe of me 


as he pleaſeth, For my part 1 will] 


labour to glorifie him and walk be- 
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| an obedience as I am able to yield. 


This-1s my part, my fa]vation 1s pro- 
perly Gods part. Which with a full 
truſt in his mercy in Jeſus Chriſt and 


aſſurance in his promiſes I commir 
/unto his goodneſs, YeaT am confi- 


dent that by tending his ſervice and 
olory I work my ſalvation, and I 
need to trouble my ſelf no further - 
about it. 

One may ſay, That is good counſel 
for a better grown Chriſtian than T 
am. For my part I cannot but be 
fore troubled, God help me, for: T 
have erievoully offended him. 

Toſuch a one I will anſwer, I am 
very glad to hear fo much from you, 
After grievous offences if your con- 


ſcience reſted untroubled in guiltinefs 
-and 1mpenitence, I would Jamert your 
'caſe, On Gods name bcwail your 


ſins'in duft and aſhes, Set down be- 
fore you the greatneſs and holineis of 


your Maker -and Soveraign Judge 


whom you have off:nded, "ard pre- 
vent the judgement. and condemnation 
from 


_. from his high juſtice, by judging and 
4 condemning your. ſelf before him 
with ſincerity and the loweſt humilt- 
ation, ET | 

And beſides the reparation to God 
and men, which I have recommended 
before, lay a mul& upon your ſclf and 
do ſome worthy work of charity, 
which is Damnels counſel to Nebs- 
Chadnezzar, break off thy ſins by righ- 
teonfneſs, .and thine iniquities by ſhew- 
ing mercy to the poor, Dan, 4, 27. 

Bart in affliting your ſoul for (in 
take heed of getting an habit of fad- 
neſs which dead your faith and diſable 
you from holy duties. The ſorrow 
of repentance is exceſlive when 1t duth 
not end in that proper end of ir, 
which is to make our peace with God 
by embracing his gracious promiſes 
in Jeſus Chrit, Sorrow 1s good but 
by accident, as a means to that great 
erd. For the Goſpels end is not ſor- 
row but comfort, and to make us ſay 
with the Holy Virgin 44 ſoul doth 


magnifie the Lord and my ſpirit rego)- 
But | 


Ceth in God m) Saviour. 
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the body, ſhall not, prevail, Chriſts 


"E 
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But if a penitent Chriſtian kad | 
overfhot himſelf in that exerciſe o 


'penirent ſorrow, and ſuffered the ter- 


rour of Gods wrath to bite roo hard 
npon his conſcience, I will recom- 
mend thts trne obſervation to his ſick 
ſoul, rhat if with that terrour he hath 
but a deſire to be reconciled with 
God as his ſoveraign good, it is a ne- 
ver failing figg of recovery, Why? 


there is in ſuch a foul the Jife of faith, 


though it have an obſtruction 1n the 
act of confidence, That deſire of re- 
concilation with God is the pulſe of 
faith, As Jong as that pulſe beats in 
the foul Iam ſo far from deſpairing 
of the patients life that I acknowledge. 
nit a higher principle thanany thing 
thar is of man; No ſoul can but from 
God, and ina good degree of rege- 
neration, deſire his peace with God 
as his ſoveraign good. Againit that 
work of God: 1n the ſoul, all the 
power and craft of Satan, neltling 
himſelf in the malignant humours of 


DIO 
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promiſe is more ſtedfaſt than heaven 
and earth, Bleſſed are they that hun- 
ger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for 
they ſuall be filed, Matth, 5. 6. The 
man is weak but God is ftrong. Let 
him take hold of my ſtrength ( faith 
God )) that he may have peace with 
me, and he ſhall have 'pease with me, 
If. 27.5. . 

Chriſt our peace, faith S. Paw, 
Epheſ. 2. 14. The Father himſelf bath 
made our peace through the blood of hu 
Son, Col. 1.20. There was a graci- 
ous cuſtom among | the Aſoloſſiavs, 
that a ſuiter for life and prote&tion 
ſhould take the Kings Son in;his arms 
and ſo petition on his knees before the 
altar; And then nothing for his ſafe- 
ty was to be denied him. Ir 1s our 
caſe, Let us take hold of our heaven- 
ly Kings ſon, and with the arms of 
our faith preſent him unto our God 
and Father. No petitioner for fal- 
vation 15 rejected of the Father when 
the petition 15 made in his Sons name, 
But let not your weakneſs frame to 
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certainly there is ay end, and thine ex- 


Far troubled Conſeiences.. 179 


your ſelves a denial from God when 
you are not denied. Yo# have need 
of patience that after you have done the 
will of God you ma) receive the promiſe, 
Heb. 10. 35. Wait onthe Lord, be of 
good conrage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thy 
heart, wait I ſay on the Lora, Pal. 
27. 14. And Chriſt himſelf encoura- 
serh your patience and perſeverance 


with this invitation, eAsk and it hall 


be given you, ſeek and you ſhall find, 
knock and it ſhall be epened unto you, 
Luk, 11,9, Perhaps it ſhall not be 


"opened unto youat the fir{t knock, be- 


cauſe God did many times knock at 
the door of your hearts and you did 
not open, But your very asking and 
ſeeking and knocking, though with- 
out a preſent "comfortable anſwer, is 
a preſent aſſurance and a moſt certain 
fgn that you are not foriaken of the 
Srace of 'God, for without it you 
could neither ask nor” ſeek nor knock, 


'Wherefore be thou in the fear of God 


all the day long, all thy lifelong, For 


ell atic 2 


180 A Prayer for 

pettation ſhall not be cut off, Prov, 23, 
17, 18, And he that endareth ant 
the end the ſame ſrall be ſaved, Mark 
L323; 


een 
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| For the troubled Conſcience by the 
ſenſe of her ſins. 


E375 Judge of the world who 
hateſt inzquity and haſt plagues 
at hand to puniſh it, Thou doſt now 
teach me that great truth inthe ſchool 
of thy juſt judgements. For thine ar- 
rows itick faſt in me and thy hand 


.prefleth me ſore. There is no ſound- 


.neſs in- my fleſh becauſe of thine an- 
ger, neither is there any reſt io my 
bones becauſe of my fin. For mine 
iniquities are gone over my head as an 
- heavy burden; they are too heavy for 
me, | I have finned, what ſhall I do 
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brokenciſterns that can hold no water. 


troubled Conſciences, V8 


to thee thou preſerver of men? I will 
yet while I groan under thy judge- 
ments give thee glory, the end which 
I was made for, 1. will glorifie thy 


juſtice, and ſay, The Lord is juſt and 


I am a ſinner, a grievous ſinner. Juft 
and true are thy wayes thou King of 
Saints, to ſend thy terrours into a 
ſoul that would'not be ſenſible of the 
invitations of thy mercy, and to make 
me feel thy wrath who have been a 
Sreat abuſer of thy graces and tranf- 
oreſſour of thy commandments, 
Great and good God, whoin wrath 
remembreſt mercy, let me find fo 
much mercy, m and by thy wrath, 
that mine own wickedneſs may correct 
me, and my back(lidings reprove me, 
making me know and feel that 1t 15 an 
evil thing and bitter that I have for- 
ſaken the Lord my God, and that thy 
fear was not in me: O my God, I 
have committed two evils, I have 
forſaken thee the fountain of living 
waters, and hewen to my ſelfciſterns, 


I 


132 A Prayer for 


I have forſaken thee the only true and 
ſoveraign good, to follow the ſinful 
and deceitful promiſes of the world 
and the fleſh , which have diſappoint- 
ed me of my hopes, and now leave me 
to my fears, after T have by their ſe- 
duction treaſured up unto my ſelf ( as 
much as was in me ) wrath againſt the 
day of wrath and revelation of thy 
righteous judgement. Lord thon de- 
fireſt not the death of a ſinner, but 
that he repent and live, And it 15 t6 
recover ſuch great ſinners as IT am that 
thou haſt provided the greateſt of re- 
medies, thy moſt precious Son, one 
_ God with thy ſelf and thy Spirit, who 
in obedience to thee and out of com- 
paſſion to us, thy living bur perver- 
ted and defaced images, hath raken 
upon him our weak fleſh, and in it 
hath yielded himſelf to the curſed 
death of the Croſs, and preſented to 
thy ſoveraign juſtice the unvaluable 
price of kis blood and merir, a full 
and -perfect ranſom for all damnable 
linners, that -whoſoever believeth on | 
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him ſhould not periſh but have ever- 
laſting life. LordT believe, but help 
thou mine unbelief, the great ſickneſs 
of my afflited ſoul ſinking under the 
burthen of her fins, And to begin 
my cure, grant that it may be the bur- 


then of my ſins indeed that lye heavy 


upon me rather than the horrour of 
thy judgements. O how TI hate! O 
that I might hate enough the offences 
which T have committed againſt thee 
the moſt great, the moſt holy God, 
my moſt watchful protetor, my moſt 
bountiful benefactor, my moſt pati- 
ent and tender-hearted Father, who 
haſt not dealt with me after my fins 
nor rewarded me according ts mine 
iniquities, My good God, with this 
loathing of my fins give me a ſtedfaſt 
purpoſe to forſake them, and.to be 
more earneſt and conſtant to ſeek 46 
pleaſe thee and glorifie thee in my:bo- 
dy and in my ſpirit which are thine, 
than ever I was eager. to follow the 
ſinful courſes of this world.” Create 


right 


184 Prayer for Comfort. 
right ſpirit” within me by thy ſandt- 
fying ſpirit, and by the ſame heal now * 
the ſores of my ſad foul, Lord par- 
don me, Lord accept of me in thy be- 
loved Son ; Lord make me to hear of 
Joy and oladneſs, that the bones which 
thou haſt broken may rejoyce an thy 
ſalvation, and more yet in the duties 
of thy ſervice, through Jeu CHnk 
my Lord, Amen, 


<< —— —— 


PRAYER 


for Comfort. 


; | pro thee do I lift up mine eyes, 
O thou thar dwelleſt in the hea- 
vens. Behold as the eyes of ſervants 
look unto the hand of their Maſter,and 
as the eyes of a maiden look umo "the * 
hand of her Miitreſs, ſo mine. eyes 
wait upon thee O Lord our God un- 

| -til thou have mercy upon me. Have 


many o__ me O Lord, have mercy 


d74;0® 


Prayer for Comfort, 185 
upon me. Aſſiſt me with thy ſtrength. 


. again{t rhe ſtrength of Satan, the 


weakneſs of my complexion, and the 
diſtreſs of my ſoul over-buſte to di- *' 


ſtreſs her own ſelf. - I know O Lord, 


that my ſins have deſerved at thy hands 
a worſe diſtreſs than any that Satan 
can lay upon me, or miy ſad ſpirit ag- 
Sravate : Bur I know alſo that thy 
goodneſs equal unte thine almighty 
ſtrength can rebuke and overcome Sa- 
tan, and thy gracious $pirit can raiſe 
and revive my dejected ſpirit, though 
never ſo much diſordered by the wick- 
ed ſpirit. Then unto thy ſtrength and 
goodneſs I have my humble recourſe. 
Succour me O Lord, take my part 
againſt Satan and againſt my ſelf. As 


deep as Iam in the gulf of melancho- . 


ly, thou mayeſt when thou pleaſeſt 


ſpeak unto my heart, Seek, thou my 
| face. Speak it O Lord, andenable 


my heart ro ſay unto thee, Thy face 
Lord will 1 ſeek. Lord. ſpeak the 
word and thy ſervant thall be healed. 


Hide not thy face far from me, pur 
Nor 


186 # Prayer, &c. 

not thy ſervant away in anger ; Thou 
haſt been my help, leave me nor, net- 
ther forſake me .O God of my ſalva- 
tion. - O Lord Jeſu who didit h:al fo 
many diſeaſed perſons, and ſaideſito 
them withal Thy fins are forgiven thee, 
ſpeak that comfortable word to mea 
lad object ofthy compaſſion. Thou 
that ſaidſt in the beginning of time, 
Let the light 'be, and the light was, 
ſpeak the ſame powerful word unto 
- my ſoul lying in darkneſs and in the 
ſhadow.of death, Work within me 
a new creation, the illumination of 
thy holy knowledge, and the light of 
holineſs and heavenly comforts. My 
-GodI deſire thy comforts that T may 
without diſturbance tend the duties of 
thy ſervice, and that I may fee the. 
beauty of holineſs and rejoyce in it, 
and. glorifie. thee by my delight init, 
Father of mercies create inrmie a.clean 
heart, renew a right ſpirit within me, 
and turn .my mourning into ſongs of | 
. deliverance through the merit-of thy 
Son, and þy the operation of thy good 
Spirit. Amen, PRAY-+ | 
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"PRAYER 


for Patience in want of Comfort, 


R O God thou art my God, early 


will I ſeek thee, My ſoul thirſt- 


| ethfor:thee. [My ſpirit longeth. for 


thee' as a dry and thirlty land, My 
God, among the many wants of my 
weak and diſconſolate foul, fo much 
I have yet of thy grace that I fee] my 
wants, [that T long and pant for thee, 
and 'cannot ſo much as imagine any 


comfort and ſtrength but from thee 


and 19 thee. * O Lord thou art ſtiled 
by thine Apoſtle Panl, the God of pati- 


ence and conſolation. Shew thy ſelf _ 
ſuch -effetually - to my . poor ſoul, 


When. find my faith trembling, my 
hope -drooping, my zeal cool, and 


2; yet with theſe defects ſome grain of 


thou my foul with ſo much patience as 


lincere love to thee, Then ſtrengthen 


ro 


188 Prayer for Patience 
to teach my heart how my prelent 
Chriſtian calling is not to be abundant- 
ly ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy houſe 
and toarinkof the river of thy plea- 
ſures, but in that expeRation to truſt 
patiently. under the ſhadow- of thy 
wings; fighting the good fight againit 
the 'remptations of Satan and the 
world, and thoſe of mine own ſinful 
fleſh, to make me a way to thee 
through publick corruprions and pri- 
vate ſeductions, through afflitions 
and oppolitions, through doubts and 
fears and frailties of my ſinful nature, 
Againſt all theſe I beſcech thee O my 
God to ſtrengthen me, eſpecially a- 
Sainſt thoſe unſeen powers of darkneſs 
which know thoſe avenues into my 
ſoul which I know not my felf, and 
have ſo many wayes to affaulc- my 
.weak ſpirit, That among thoſe many 
trials of my patience I may have per- 
leverance unto the end, O thou that 
art the God of patience be thou to me 
allo the God of conſolation , For un- 
leſs in the multitude of my combats 


thy | 
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thy comforts refreſh my ſoul, I cannor 
but faint and be finally overcome, O 
Lord ſhew me thy gracious counte- 
nance. Say unto my foul, Soul I am 
thy ſalvation, Grant me according 
to . the riches of thy glory to be 
ſtrengthened with might by thy Sp1- 
rit in the inward man, that Chriſt 
may dwell in my heart by faith, that 
being rooted and grounded inlove I 
may be able ro comprehend with all 
Saints what is the breadth and length 
and depth and height, and ro know 
the love of Chriſt which paſſeth know- 
ledge, that T may be filled withall the 
fulneſs of God, Noleſs, My God, 
doT beg at thy hands than to be filled 
with all thy fulneſs.. And in my weak 
condition yet I will command my ſoul 
to love thee, hope in thee, and praiſe 
thee; ſaying, now unto him who is 
able todo exceeding abundantly above 
all thatI can ask or think according to 
the power that worketh in us, unto him 
be glory.in the Charch by Chriſt Jeſus 
throughour all ages world withou 
To 


1906 For troubled Conſtiences. 


O theſe «devotions fitted for the 

uſe of troubled bur pious con- 
ſciences, I will add for the end this 
faithful counſel ; Let'them be much 
employed in praiſing God, of which 
the- book of Pſalms attordeth plenty 
of helps ; There being nothing more 
_ effeRual for the chearing up of a reli- 
Sious heart than the exerciſe of prat- 
ſing God, Praiſing God is the great 
duty of men on earth, and the eternal] 
felicity of men and Angels 1n heaven, 
To that great duty chearfulneſs is ſo 
eſſential, that you ſhall hardly find 
any place in Scripture where the duty 
of praiſes 1s injoyned or practiſed, but 
chearfuineſs is withal injoyned or-pra- 
Aifed. Thus Pſab. 95. O come let 
u fing unto the Lord,let us heartily re- 
Joyce in the ftrength of our ſalvation: 
Let us come before hy preſence with 
thanksgiving, and ſhew onr ſelves glad 
* him with Pſalms, And Pſal, 100; 
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For troubled Conſciences. 19% 


that holy dury, 1 willvleſs thee ( ſaith 


O be joyful in the Lord all. ye lands, 
ſerve the Lord withgladueſs and come 
before his preſence with a ſong, To 
bring all the inſtances to that purpoſe 
out of the Pſalms I ſhould write out 
creat part of the book. 

Let not a ſad ſoul ſay, David prail- 
ed God becauſe he was joyful, and 
had ſubject for it, but that is not my 
caſe. Nay, David was joyful becauſe 
he praiſed God :; Gods praiſes were 
his comfort in his diltreſs, This you 
may ſee in the Pſalms 42. and 43: 


. Why art thou caſt down O my ſoul, and 


why -art thou diſquieted within me? 
Hope in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him 
who ts the health of my countenance and 


. my God, ( And who wants ſubject to 


praiſe God for his bleſlings though 
he enjoy nothing of his gifts but life 
and time of repentance 2) Davia Þb 

praiſing God had brought his ſoul to 
that habit of comfort and joy expreſt 
in all his hymns of thanksgiving. See 
what a ſatisfying comfort he took in 


he, 


192 For troubled Conſciences.” 


he, P/al. 63. ) while I live, I'wil lift 
»p my hands in thy name; My ſoul 
ſhall be' ſatisfied as with marrow and 
fatneſs, and my month ſhall praiſe thee 
with joyful lips. The praiſe of God 
was that marrow and fatneſs,' where- 
by his ſon] was ſatisfied, and which 
made him fing with joyful lips. 

Few men have gone through more 
afflitions than David. So great they 
were, that once his ſoul refuſed to be 
comforted, and that he was troubled 
when he remembred God. But then, 
he chid himſelf, and ſaid, Th & my 
infirmity, but I will remember the 
' works of the Lora, and then with 1 
holy eloquence he fer himſelf upon 


praiſes of the glorious works of God . 


in the deliverances of his people; 
and that was his ſolid comfort. That 
ſolid comfort ſhall not be-wanting to 
thoſe diſcomforted ſouls that will fer 
themſelves heartily to praiſe God for 
his great works of Nature, Provi- 
dence and Grace ;. thoſe eſpecially 
which he bath wrought for the re- 
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demption and preſervation of his - 
Church ; . beſides the wonders of his 
mercies for their particular perſons. 


your heart be filled with the praiſe 
and honour of God all the day long,all 
your life long ; You may be ſure that 
bis comforts will ever keep company 
with his praiſes, | 
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PRAYER 
To be ſtrengthened ap4inſt the 


atn and withed Comwerſation | 


of this world. 
Praiſe thee, My Heavenly Fathe®, 


- that thou haſt given me by thy 


- word and Spirir, and by a Chriſtian 


education, ſome knowledge of thy: 


laws and promiſes, and ſome ſenſe of 
my religious duty towards thee my 
Maker, my Redeemer, and my fo- 
veraign good. Wherefore I cannot 
bur lament to ſee my ſelf ſo engaged 
among the vanities of this ſinful world, 
that the courſe of my life is a perpe- 
tual] diſtraction from thy ſervice, 
whether I be intangled inendleſs bu- 


{ineſſes, or enflaved to ceremonious 


efitertainment, or drawn by cuſtome 
and company to ſhews and ſports, 


wherewith I am not ſo much delight- 
ed as ſurfeited, ' Of all thar vain con- 
| Y I's 1 - 
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| Converſation of ths World. 195 


| 


verfation the very pleaſures end in 
fdneſs, 'becauſe they draw me away 
from thee my God, my only joy ; 
ſo far away, -that many times I have 
much adoe ro find the way to thee 
ipain, and 'to ſettle my mind* in a fir 


 difpofition ; to? ſeek and find thee. 


Neither is diſtraRtion from good the 


| work effe& of that worldly converſa- 


tion ; Bur it makes me lend mine ears 
to blaſphemies and magiſtral Atheiſm, 
which if any offer to. coofute, he is 
pit ogr of countenance with common 
places of Boufonnery at holineſs and 
conſcience. Such companies leave 
my heart ſmitten with horror, and 
wy memory ( againſt my wil} ). 6il- 
wah their wicked and tewpting 
Gmamuatcation, O my God, this ſoul 
of mine which thou owneſt for thine 


| is tarned loofe among, thine ene- 
, =. My . ſoul is . among lyons , 


an "and, the world are .combined 


n- [7 | 
| Gcnts to entrap my fleſb, Satan makes 
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Brink me; Sothat whiteſt the world 
Feed ethhe es of vatiity and allure- 
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open war againſt my, .{pirit, and bats 
ters the main fortreſs of my faith, 
with his great ordinance of falſe Phi- 
loſophy and Atheiſtical Rhetorick. O 
my God who haſt iniightened me 
with thy, truth, endow me alſo with 
thy ſtrength to defend it, qr . rather | 

' to defend my ſelf; for thy: truth” is 
' invincible, but T am weak, and unable 
to withitand the principalities ard 
pow r, of hell Re ſeem to. be let 
looſe in, this "prodigious. age,:. the 
reign of bal [ Toes ard whaling 
O my God grant me according to the 
riches of thy glery to be Rrengrheng 
with might by thy Spirit in the inner 
mai ; That Chriſt may dyc{ in ny. 


heart through faith, that 1 being root: | 


ed and grounded in love maybe able th 
comprehend with all Saints what 3s the 
breadth and length and depth and height, 
anato know the love of Chriſt which paſ- 
ſeth knowledge, that 1 may be filed with 
all the fulneſs of, God, Epheſ. 3. 16; 
O thou that art able ro do exceeding] | 


| 
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abundantly above, all that we ask or 


think, according to thy power thar 
worketh: 'in a buy, me, I beſeech 


thee, "more ah tore "Ta di my moſt. ho- 
ſy faichfaponthe finfamencal None my | 
ford eſus Chriſt.” Ariſe' O Lord in 
thy ſtrength, ard confound All the 
powers of dirkreſs.. Let allblaſphe- 
mous pgs be x opt r, and Jet all 
creatures nid wow ine image con- 
ferrate Heir ih bt de to 3 
confeſs "thy truth © ahd glotihe .thy _ 4 
name, | Arm my ſoul with thy 'yertue 1 
fron above againſt the decetfulneſs 
ofenticements, companles, atid croud 
of bufineſſes which - &verr tie from 
thy ſervice, and grant "tine"td atterd 


_ fairhſully and principally that on? 


thing neceſſary, thy ſervice O Lord, 
and the grand buſineſs of waiking be- 
fore thee unto all pleaſing, ſoberly, 


 righteoliſly and godly : While im- 


piety is bold ard outragious to deride 
it, let me not be aſhamed to own it 
by my words and practice. O Chriſt 
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ps jt LAT. 
thou migbteft deliver us from ra pre- 
ſens evil world ( Gal. 1. 4.) ſuffer - 
Tae not to deprive TA by. my 
lovg of the world, of j at Giving he, 
nefir of thy death, and; 6a Mg.) 
dom. to. avoid the wicked yes, of 
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PRAYER. 
Of the Godly man in Proſperity. 
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— 


Read and mercifu] Father, I pre- 
ſent-unto thy holy Majeſty the 
ſacrifice of my humble reverence and 
adoration, and of my hearty praiſes 
and thanks for the excellency of thy 
mercies, Chiefly for that mercy which 
paſſeth all underſtanding, thine eter- . 
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in whom I have remiſſion of my fins, 
' and the honour to be one of thy chil- 
dren and heirs of thy kingdom. T * 
- | blefs thee for thy loving fatherly care 
| mm whichTlive and move and have my 
being and my well being , whereby 
- | I have been fo many times relieved 
| in my wants, affiſted in my dafcul- 
ties, comforted in my ſorrows, heal= - 
ed inmy fickneſſes, protected in my 
dangers, reſcued with a mighty hand 


Ka and | 


nal compaſſion in thy Son Jefus Chrift, . 
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and a ftretched out arm from- utter 
perdition, | I bleſs thee O Lord for 
defending me even while ,I offend 
thee, taking my part againſt mine own 
folly and ſinfulneſs and againſt all mine Þ. 
enemies ſpiritual and temporal, O. 
God of my health and my ſalvation, 
my careful protector, my bountiful 
benefator, I deſire to reliſh how 
thou art gracious, and for thy great | : 
love to love thee with all my-heatr, | 
with all my ſoul and with all my un- Þ | 
derſtanding, and everto glorifie thee 
with my body and with my ſpirit 
which are thine, | 
-But I acknowledge with confuſion | 
of face that IT have not made the right 
uſe of thy bleſſings. I have abuſed 
thy graces, neglected thy ſervice, 
and many many wayes tranſgreſſed 
thy. commandments, The greatneſs of 
thy goodneſs makes my ſins exceeding 
ſinful and odious unto me. Uzts thee 
O Lord belongeth juſtice, but unto 
me confuſion of face. Yet unto thee. 
alſo belongerh mercy that thou mayeſt. 


'4 
& 4 


"gf ——_ nd ett —_— a_— MuaS. 4s __ « aw 


3:6 2 


DAL in Proſperity. \'- 203" -J 
be feared.” Have mercy upon me Of * 
Lord that T may fear thee and thy 
id | goodneſs. Wath my finful ſoul in ” 
'n } the blood of .thy: Son. -Accepr the . | 
e }. merit of his paffion and obedience for 
D | propitiation for” 'my* ſins.” For. his 
N, | fake continue thyloving kindneſs unto 
ul} me, and encreaſe my thankfulneſs, 
W | Thou haſt given me out of thy bounty 
it 3 a competency of the goods of this 
,, | world"; Bm my ſoul is nor fatisfied 
- | with them, IT look for better, for 
e 3 greater goods, thy good: Syirit, O 
ty Lord, to create in me a clean hearr, 
and renew a right ſpirit within me; 
1 4 thy wifdom: to inſtruct: me, rhy ver- 
t ] trueto uphold me, thy love to com- 
| | fort me, thy'fear ſo to guide me in 
» | allmy wayes;' that the words of my . 
| | © month, the medirarions of my-heartr, _ 
| | and'the works of my hands, beat all ++ 
| 
). 


rimes acceptable unto thee, O. God 
myftrengrhrarirtiy Redeemer, Give 
health'to my body, peace romy mind, 
tranquillity to- my” eſtate, ſufficiency 
© my condirion, thy bleſſing ro the 
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202 Prayer of the Godly may 
gifts of thy, liberality, -and grace to 
owe nothing to any. man but Tove, .bur 
ro make my light, ſo to. ſhine before 
men that they ſecing my good works 
may glorifiethee my heavenly Father, 
Preſerve me fromthe, ordinary tems» 
ptations of proſperity, to do evil be- 
cauſe one hath means todo it, where- 
| by many are overcome and treaſure 
up to themſelves wrath againſt. the 
day of wrath, Rather let mebe.in- 
duced to do good becauſe thou givel 
me means to do it, and-to put on all 
the armour of the new man, becauſe 
my condition makes me more expoſed 
to temptation, Wean my heart from 
this vain world and the decenfulneſs | 
of riches, apt to take vgs and fly 
away, and unapt to ſatisfie a mans 
heart when they are moſt plentiful and 
conſtant, Give me grace to-take the 
\, Only courſe to preſerve them and get 
good by.them, which is to-tend chem 
unto thee, and fend thera before me 
to heaven by the ſare return of almes- 
deeds. 'Lored as my Rore is full of 
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Proſperity.. ZOF 
thy bleſſings, ſo let my heart be full 
of thy love, my mouth with thy 
praiſe, and my hands with good 
works. © O for all thy gifts of this 
world, and more fo» thoſe of the 
world to-come, and for the carneſt 6f 
them in my heart, let my ſoul bleſs 
thee O Lord, and all that is within me © 
bleſs thy holy Name... 
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FAATER 
Of the Poor and Diſtreſſed. 
Y Lord Jeſu, eternal Son of 


God, who art the King of 


Kings and Lord of Lords, and yet out 
of thine infinite love to us poor ſin- 
ners haſt taken upon thee the form of 
a ſervant and a poor man, fo poor as 
to-have not where to. lay thy head. 
T praiſe thee that thou haſt honoured 
me with a conformity to thy conditi- 
on. And who amT that I ſhould aſpire 
to a better condition than thar' of the 
Son of God? Lord thor diaft become 
poor that through thy poverty we might 
be rich, O make me one of thoſe poor 
in the world rich in faith, and heirs of 
the Kingdom which thou haſt promiſed 
to them that love thee, Let all the un- 
kindneſſes 6f the world prove- unto 


me thy difcipline to learn of thee, O '; 
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aud Diftreſſed. hog I 
Chriſt, to take thy yoke upon me and: 


| learn of thee that thon art meek and 


humble of heart, that by my confor- 
mity to thy meekneſs and humility I 
may find ret unto my ſoul, . and rhat 
by thy gracious afliſtance and power- 
full comforts I may find thy yoke ea- 
fie and thy burden light. This: po- 


verty, thele diſtreſſes;. are thy yoke 


upon me, Welcome all that comes 
from my God, good is the yoke of the 
Lord, good is the hand of the Lord; 
But Lord if thou encreaſek my bur- 
den, -increaſe alſo my ſtrength to 
bear it, - Since I am called by thee 
to-glorifie thee by my patience, . en- 
dow me with that precious gift, Do 
ih me that which thou requireſt of 
me, Let the very tribulation work | 
1a me patience, and experience hope, }' 
a hope that makes not aſhamed, be- 
cauſe the love of God is diffuſed in 
my heart, by the Holy Ghoſt, which 
in ſome meaſure 1s given unto me; 
Whatſoever I want elſe ]:t me never 
want truſt in thee, in. whom L live 


206 Prayer of the Poor 

and move and have my being. For 
thou O-Lord who cloatheft the lilies 
of the field, and feedeſt the birds of 
heaven, wilt -not ſuffer me whom 
thou' haſt made after rhine image, re- 
deemed with thy blood, and endow- 
ed with rhy knowledge and love, to 
want celery ſuſtenance or to be 
cruſht down by adverſities and adver- 
faries. While I rely upon thy father- 
ly care, give me the grace ts attend 
thy providence with my induſtry, not 
flothful in buſineſs, fervent in Spirit, 
ſerving the Lord, rejoycing in hope, 
- patient in tribulation, perſeverant in- 
ttant in prayer, and even in my tribu- 


ttions diftriburing to the neceſlity of 


the Saints, being ſure thar truſting in 
thee and doing good, I ſhall want no 


good at thy fatherly hand. The Lord 


1-my ſhepheard I ſhall not want, The 
Lord is the portion of my tnheritance 
I cannot be deſtirute, That T may 
keep 'me from thar fad condition, as 


much as it lyeth in me, by my diligent | 
endeayour, [I beſcechthee O gracious - 
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Father to give health tro my body and 
vigour to my ſpirit, integrity in my 
behaviour, wifdom in my converſati- 
on, and howſoever thou diſpoſeſt of 
me for my outward ſtate, give me 
Srace to live-inthy fear;-ro dye inghy 
love, and: be received into thy king- 
dom, through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord 
and Saviour, Amen. | 
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| A Lmighity; 'all juſt; and all mer 
LA cifuÞ Father, in thy might infi- 
nite, in thy juſtice dreadfu],' but m 
thy mercy through thy beloved Son 
acceſſible; I the work of thy hands, 
and though defiled with fin, yer {till 
thy living image, made for thy ſer- 
viceand glory, and made thine again 
| by a gracious and powerful redempti- 
on, deſire heartily here to pay to thee 
the due homage of my bedy and ſoul, 
in my prayers and. pratfes, O that 
I might preſent them a living ſacrifice 
; Holy acceptable unto thee which is my 


reaſonable ſervice ! But I acknow- 


ledge with confuſion of face that F 
have made my ſelf unfit to-render un- 
to thee the whole duty which I ſtand 
_Indebred'in by the charrers of my cre- 


ation and redemption, and have im- } 


bezelled my talents of Nature and 
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Grace by many tranfgreſlions, mil- 
applying to ſin- both my body made 
to be thy Temple, and my ſoul made 
and renewed again to be the- image of 


thy truth and holineſs, The vanity, - - 


the cares, the love ofthis ſinful world, 
covetous and carnal deſires, and con- - 
tagion of vicious company, have got 
too much room in my-heart, and like 
thorns are choaking- the good ſeeds 
of thy faith, fear and love. - But I pre- 
ſent my body and ſoul unto thee not 
to warrant them holy, but to give 
thee thine own howloever, I pre- 
ſent them not as fatisfactions tothy 
juſtice, but as moving ſubjects of thy - 
mercy, I come- not to bring righte- 
ouſneſs unto thee, I come to ſeek 1t; 
humbly begging at thy hands that I 
may be covered with the meritorious 
righteouſneſs' of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
O Lord if thou juſtifieſt who is he 
that condemneth > Grant that being 
jaſtified by faith I may have peace 
with thee through J-ſus Chriit my . 
Lord. Give me a faith fruitful in. ! 
2 go0d ' 
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good works, grace to walk before | | 
thee unto-all pleaſing, andſoto be- | 
bave my {elf with the world as being 
awayes before thy holy eyes, ſober- 
ly,” righteouſly, and godly, that my 
neighbqurs being edified with my 
good lif: may glorifie thee my hea. 
venly Father. Ililuminate my mind 
with the knowledge of thy truth. In- 
fame tay heart with zeal of thy glory 
and charity to .my © neighbours; 
C&rengthen me by thy good Spirit to 
Overcome all the temptations of Satan 
and the world, and ſubdue all the re- 
belions of my carnal mind, that I be 
Ot beaten down by affiiions,nor cor- | 
ruptedwith eaſe,nor drawn away with 
evil deſires, nor oppreſt with worldly 
cares,nor infeted with bad examples, 
nor infecting others with my evil con- 
verfation. Give me the grace to ſeek 
and to find thy kingdom and thy. righ- 
teoulneſs, to be diligent ard upright fn 
my: temporat' calling, and to caft all 
my cares upon thee, for thou careſ 
for me. Send thy ſaving light and |. 
: thy: "| 
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thy converting Spirit to thoſe that 
are ignorant or eftranged from thee. 
Let the ends of the world fee thy ſal- 
vation,  Exendthy healing hagd up; 
on. the ſores of thy, Church in theſe 
nations. Let truthand'peace flouriſh 
18 this State. ' Let it be maintained by 
piety and. juſtice, 'Pour bleſſings of 
heaven and earth upon: the King and 
the Royal family, Proſper their per- 
ſaos, and gyide: their counſels by 
the Spirix. of zby. fear; the Spirir of 
wiſdom and nnderſtanding. O great 
Keeper of thine Iſrael that never ſlum» 
bereſk norſleepeſt, defend us againſtour 
watchful and pnwearied enemies, con- 
found. their devices againſt thy 'aruth 
and thy Church,, and-accordingto thy 
wiſdom to fetch good out ofevy,, turn 


| them tothy glory and the good of thy 


people. Take me and all my dear friends 
and.relations to.thy fatherly protectt 
on, + And for ſo much of thy fatherly 
protection and bounty as I have eryoy- 
ed hitherto make me. truly thavkful, - 
and truly ſenſible of all thy —_— : 
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for this life, and more of thoſe of the 
life ro" come ; Of that -ufivaluable 
benefit, that thou haſt called me 
_ ont -6f the darkneſs” of ignorance, 
fin and 'perditioh unto thy marvel: 
tous light, the light ' of thy know:- 
ledge; thy grace and -thy glory; 
And give me the grace ro expreſs 
wy thankfulneſs with my praiſes and 
my; religious,” juſt; and: charitable 


converſation, / Bethouthe eomfotter 


of the afflicted.” Preſerve all thy chil: 


dren from all fin and all danger. | 


Strengthen them apainft the tenif ti- 
ons of adverſity and proſperity. Grarit 
me 1oto uſe this wofd4a2notabu 

fr ard\/preparidg my: felf 'to/leave 
And whatfoever''1 would compliſs: 
whatſoever T take in hand, Enable me 
tro have alwayes-thy fear before mine 
eyes, and to take a firm-hold of that 
good: part which may' rot be taken 
away irom me, even of thy ſelf O Lord 
who art- the everlaſting portion' of 


mine inheritarce through Feſus Chriilt 


my Lord. Amen, 
Onr Father, - &c. 
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E vening Prayer. 


Humble my ſelf before thy holy 

. Majeſty, Dread and Merciful Fa- 
Tee to preſent unto thee the due of- 
fering of my beſt affe&ions, and of 
my whole ſelf, as thy creature made 
after thine image and redeemed. by 
thy, Son : Very ſorry .that I cannot 
preſent my ſelf better, and. that after 
ll the lielps of grace, which thou haſt 
bountifully beſtowed upon me, I am 
Kill very thort of being holy becauſe 
thou art holy, For my heart which1s 
wholly due unto thee. is ſigley away by 
the,cares'of this mortal life, by the 
converſation of the world, and by the 
vanity, levity, and peryerſene s of 


my corrupt deſires and imaginati- 


ONS. 
Oo Lord 1 am ſo. far from pretend- 
ing ro give a good account of myſelf 
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titioner to thy mercy that thou enter 
not into judgement with thy ſervarit, 
for in thy ſight ſhall no manliving be 
juſtified upon the account of his righ- 
teouſvels All the account 1-can give 
thee is, that - being 'nrightcous I 
have my- whole recourſe unto the 
| righteouſneſs of thy Son Jeſus Chrift, 


who is the Lord my righteouſneſs, | 


Be pleafed O Lordto put his righte- 
ouſneſs 'to my account. Make me 
truly partaker ofthe ranſome of infi- 
nite value of his blood and obedience, 
that in him and through him] may de 
accepted of thee. 

Enable me rotake more care here- 
after to'glorikie thee in my body, add 
inmy fpirit which are thine,” remem* 
bing with! What hjþh price Twas 
bonght, and that thy Sothatliredeetti- 
ed me for himſelf, that TThould be 
one of thy peculiar people: zealous: of 
good works, ang haſt given me my 
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it may bring forth fruits of righte- 
ouſne(s, be pleaſed thy ſelf to plartr 
ir-with the choiceſt plants of thy true 
knowledge and love, vertye and god- 
lineſs, Let thy £0 ood Spirit ſhine up- 
on it and imo it, for of my ſelf, as from 
my ſelf, I am not abletodoany good, 
but all my ſufficiency 1s from thee, 
And withal give me that grace that 
my ſpirit may work with thy ſprir, 
employing all the powers of Nature 
and Grace to mortifie all my carnal 
and. worldly aftetions and the fin 
which ſo eafily beſers me, tharT may 
live unto righteouſneſs, and walk be- 
fore thee unto all pleaſing. 

Give me an affured faith- in thy 
love and: promiſes, to keep me firm 
in adverſity, truſting inthee and fear- 


| mg nothing burrhes;'and ſtedfalt in 


profperity, reſiſting all the allure- 
ments of finful pleaſure and/profit as 
nothing to be accounted of compared 
tothe glory''of eternal life/and'the 
| Lhe o& a good confoience, : 
"mage me-this > hog al the 
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216 Evening Prayer. 
time of my life from all dangers, and 
from all mine enemies ſpiritual and 
temporal, Continue-unto me thy fa- 
therly care, bounty and liberality, for 
which I deſire ever to be thankful, 
Bleſſed bethou, O Gracious Father, 
for all thy 'comforts of this life, for 
thy promiſes of a better life, and for 
the means thou affordeſt me to attain 


of thy bleſſings, and for thy great 
love give me the grace ever to love 
thee and glorife thee, with my hearty 
praiſes, and my careful obedience, 
Maintain thy glory. Advance thy 
Kingdom. Prelerve thy Church from 
perſecutions, but more from herelies, 
diviſions and vices, - Pardonand con- 
vert; her enemies: Make the light of 
, thy Goſpel: powerfully-to:thine unto 
_ the ends of the:earth,: Bleſs abun- 
dantly the King and the Royal houſe : 
Let- it-ever, afford: Deferiders of the 
. faith, and Protectors of thy Church, 
| \ Be graciousto-myctamily: and all the 
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and thy peace and the ſpirit of thy 


| fear abide in it, and with all our bre- 


thren in Chriſt, Guard-us with thy 

providence, Guide us with thy conn- 

ſel, and afterwards receive us to S10- 

ry, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, 
Onur Father, &c. 


The Authors: 'Devotions for 
his particular elf. 


Daniel 12. 13. 


Bat goe thou thy way till the end. for 
thou ſhalt reſt, and ſtand to the lot 
© the end of the dajes. 


Soliloquy. | 


Bleſs God it is no new doom te | 
me that I muſt away, I have been 
going from the beginning of my. days, 
va then Death begun to ſtand be- 
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_L nt 


CJ a uh + of th rs thc; TI a 
0" dg xa IL ITAE $47" 4 wha. 3/ 
\ IEEE Soon = 
Fa « YE I Ws pe 
he SWF 1 
% * 


218 The Authors Devdtions. 
life while Natare was ſpinning of it, 


All my-life paſt Dearh hath ic, and ſhe 
hath now made of-it one of the larpeſt 


borcoms,; {6 that ſhe and I muſt come 
ſhortly ro che end of thethred. Then 
ſhall I bave done both living -and dy- 
ing in this world. Then ſhall T begin 
a life without end, a life exprejt_ by 
the Angel to Daniel as conſiſting in 
two bleſſed, ſtates, ſucceſlively ,. The 
firſt 4 reſt after the _ loop turbutleit 
agitation 'of this earthly voyage, a 


. days, the end of time, the conſumma- 
tion'gfal) created things, to pive-place 
to aſecond and infivitely betrer ſtate , 


the eternal beatifical fer-of Gods chil- ] 


dren, in which T hope to ſtand. 


Neither canT be taxed of preſum-] 


ption to look to have my lot with the 
Sreit Prophet Dame! in'that glorious 
- Fevolution:; -ſince by the promifes-of 
the Goſpel Tam invited to no lefs lot 


[ 


comfortable reſt in the God of my : 
ſalvation: And that 7i# the end of the Þ 
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God. So much; was obtained: for. the 


by my. Saviours: laſt prayer! tO, God W.. 


his/Father:Sp-muchiwas purchaled-for 
me by my Saviouns death onthe Ctoſs. 
After I have raiſed Thy Meditation 


10 theſe high and: certain bopes, and , | 


Gxed my: heart: upot ther, Lorit! 


how muth. am: 'þ diftaſted; with: [the 


pomtrfulleſt incentives of worldly de- - | 


4 jeRsof envy andadmiration! ITlook 


upon this low world, as if I were fre- 
10g the Earth from Heaven. -. But 
what} 1 live in Earth, ''and muſt; 2s 


3 long as God makes:it mytation : And 


is it I muſt bear the incommodines.of 
rhis muddy cottage, my- body; where 
it rains inwith Catarrhs, & the whole 
crazy: building would tumble down _ 
and crumble to duſt, were it not held - 


up with new props every day; Beſides, 


is there not a_ perpetual warfare for 
men_-npon Earth, eſpecially for-the 
godly man ? May not the ſociety of 


- , men be diſtinguiſhed into: two-ravks, 


the oppreſſor andthe oppreſſed ?fand _ 
Ls... av 
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all again put into one row of offenders 


againftthetr Maker 2 'What a/ great 


part of the earth lieth-under the helliſh 


darkneſs of Heatheniſm and Mahume- 
tiſm? What a Freat part ofthe:Church 
is brutified with groſs idolatry, and 
blindly enſlaved to- the covetouſneſs 
and ambition of thoſe that have turn- 
ed Religion /intoa temporal-traffick ? 
Among that Epidemical. corruption 
how few retreats are there for the 
worſhippers of God according to his 


truth and command ? What a publick. 


hatred againſt thoſe that will worſhip 
none but God, and will have no Me- 
diator but Chriſt, and acknowledge 
no foreign power above their King ? 
How ſtrong is the reign of Satan in 
this ſad world ? How weak is the 
power of godlineſs in-it? Hath not 
wickedneſs its cenſtant courſe, | while 
the goodneſs of the beſt of us 15 as the 
morning cloud and the early dew that 
paſſeth away ?. How: boldly do the 
Devils ſervants do their Maſters work, 
and blaſpheme - Gods good name. 


How | 
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The Authors Devotio# 22rT 
How ſeldom and how weakly do Gods 
ſervants ftand for the: defence of theis 
oreat Maſters glory ?* Woe 2 me that 
1. ſojourn in MMeſech, that T awell in the 
. tents of Keaa;' !' My ſonbhath dwelt tos 
| long with: them-that'hate peace;; that 
{ abhortruthand holineſs, that work 
iniquity with both hands. But I-have 
2 greater reaſon than the _— of- 
others40 make me weary of:this life, 
It:ismy fin; mine own in, that law 
in my members warring againſt the law 
of. my'mina, and bringing me into capti- 
vity tothe law of fin, It 1s that captiviz 
ty which makes me cry as a better-man 
did before,: O wretched man that Fam 
who ſpall deliver: me: from : the body of 
2b:5-4eath 7: YeaPFaiuſtadd with him; 
I thank God through” Feſw Chriſt onr 
Lord: Orhow great a reaſortT havero 
praiſe God thart'I.:6an ſee; my: ſinful 
condition ?. that I ſee my danger; and 
that at the ſame time I ſee-my reme- 
dy # Yea ſce it, and take it, and apply 
it tomy ſelf :. Awemedy of infalible- 
vertue, A:ranſom of infinite value, to- 
LiSTYHASC La redeem: 
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222 The Autbors Devotions 
redeem:me from ſin, and the wages of 
fio which 1s death; from” that worſt 
ſort of dearhthe portion of Gods ene- 
mies forever; and to-pfromote:me to 
the: beſt kind of life, the life of holineſs | 
andplory-eternally. with God;: 
the hf of God in my 'mexſure. "- 
this certain hope I thank God ng 
Zefws Cheiſtour, bedeeth God who was 
pacifiedwith me through qo 
eur Lord, hath given:me jor 'his lake 
recoiffion: of m ug hath oven given | 
me that beloved Son of his, and him- | 
felfwithhim ; fo that:T-may fay with | 

"2 heavenly confidence, 7aw wy; Belvs | 
weds and mycBeleved i mivec i: Lord | 
Feftx ome ly; and bring. me\to- | 
enjoy 4p x» fr" we; * _—_ 'e: pert J 
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"PRAYER. 


I's proivant- good God, Ma- | 
ker of my Body, arid” Father | 
Eg by whom-and for whom | 
I live,-Ihave: ad: it my Hife 'z long 
combate whbmy finfulocfs, *many ex- 
periencesofthy juſd- chaſtenings,: "464 ; 
(more? of thy--farherly compaſſion ; 
whichwete made-more- ovi + aj x 
ſenfible unto ms by the compariſon of 
thy' Judgments --upon-'the '' wicked 


thycrorbandit will; bar epyes 
ly i ennepE: A — 
Tatoſefiſe; till they flide into fina 
dhiod--Bleſeddethba, On my Cod, 3 

E; Farr oenſ hy eo ME 6 
af iverditidody 1 Rn 
wa The tho ht iced 
1J the knowledge oly'wi 
14 bo ny, 9 ifes!0 Fhar thou! 
| ins uyeſty Word, and con- | 
Jr. by rhy Spirit, making me | 
Ripe, retalte what is WAGE 4 
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world; who have eyes andwiltnot ſee -| 


ay I 


glory of thine inheritance inthe Saints, 


And what is the exceeding preatneſs of 
thy 'Power $0 1-ward: wh : elteve, AC-- 
Cording tothe working 1 "1 mighty: 


Power... Bleſſed be thou for uſing that 
_ mighty power-to- ſabdue. my corrtipt 


nature, and preſerve me -from the. 


contagion of | this wicked world, 


working 19 me repentance from-my 
] 


5 fins,. and; enabling - me-t0,cm- 


b ® =& al 


Wa 
da by faith the merivof my Saviour 


Zeſus, who hath» made my:peace with - | 


thee, and by-his good Spirit hath-ſpo- 
ken peace to my foul. T'blefs thee for 


the fathetly watchful care of thy good * 
providence, whereby [thou halt; fed 


me;; protected me, defended: me 


againſt incenſed ' and aRtive: adverſa- 
Fies, andithrough hard-paſſages haſt 


made ways for me where there: was | 


no way. Tt is. of thy ſingular Joye 
and. mixaculous: power: ther: wayre- 
ued from4rials-tog grear for me 0 
evercome, Twas almoſt in-all-evit, 


hards of wicked men had gor-hold of 
| me, Y q S 


224 The Aithors' Prayer. ; 
w calling, and what the riches of the: 
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The Authors Prayer. 225 
me, [the powers of Hell had encloſed 
me onevery fide, but God who had 
fer me apart for his ſervice'and glory, 
ſmote theic rage with blindneſs, and _ 
rnade me to eſcape as a Bird ourof the 
ſnare ofthe Fowlers ; for which ad- 
mirable deliverance: my life im this 
world muſt be a”perpetual, and my 
life in Heavenaneternal thankſgiving, 
unto thee the great and good God of 
my ſalvation. I bleſs thee my graci- 
ous gnide, that in the publick diſtra- 
Rions thou haſt given me the grace to 
ſandto my duty, and in the general 
ſtorm haſt provided a ſhelter for me 


under the ſhadow of thy wings, 


whence I could: ſafely behold the vio- 
lent tragedies of a fad and wicked 
time, thy judgments upon a ſinful 
Nation, and thy wonders for the pre- 
ſervation of thoſe that feared thee and 
truſted. irr thee, - Bleſſed be thou O 
God of patience and: comfort, . that 
thou haſt given them and-me patience 
and comfort in the long: trial, andin 


thy:good time haſt made 1r:toend'in a 


gracious: 
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gracious deliverance. -T- bleſs thee, for 
. making tke- various tbrns of. publick 
baſingſſes effsQral:to open mine eyes 
to ſee the' vanity! and deceitfylnels.of 
the moſt: defirable- things of: | this 
world;- enough to; wean my: heart 
_ fromthe, -and make ic ſettle: and fix 
upotd:thee: the ſovereign and; perma- 
nent poad.which never 'diſappbinteth 
the paſſefior, neither inthsbfe, nor - 
inthe life ro: come. And: withal I * 
bleſs thee for alſotting me ſuch a:com- 
frny of thy temporal bleſſings, as 

oth kept:me from envying my neigh 
bours, and gave them. little occaſion 
ofenvyingme. T bleſs thee for being 
 myſure portionin the Jand of my pit- 
primages for preſerving mefrom the 
bondage of debt; for 'makingg me-the 
head and: not: the rail 'of my Family, 
and reaching me by that difpenſation 
_ of thy providence what duties thou 
requireſt of me, 

Alas 1 when 1 conſider what duties 
thou calleſt me unto, thoſe eſpecially 
_ of my beſt and heavenly calling, I 
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The Authors Prajer. 2175 
raſt Uojyh with ſhame/and confuſion of 
face, 'acknowledping' that 1 have been 
very ſliorr-of 'imploying and more of 
improving riiy-ralent. - - Pardon; good 
Lord, pardon that criminal 'negh- 
gence, And withal mercifully accept 
thoſe few defeRive performances” of ' 


thy ſervice, for which with a ſincere 


heart I have laboured. Ard though 
I be but an unprofirable ſervant, yet 


' by thy great mercy let meenter into 


the joy of my Maſter; Great ſearcher 
of the hearts, thou knowelt that the 
chief cauſe of my longing for that jo 

is, that being free from corrupt fleſh! 
I may offer untothee pure duties with 
a pure ſpirit, and without end or in- 


« terruption ſerve and praiſe thee, with 


all my heart, with all my foul, and 
with all my underſtanding. Thave 
waited for thy ſalvation, O Lord. 
Into thy hands I commir my Spirit, 
into thy hands alſo I commit my Bo- 
dy, for thou haſt redeemed both, O 
Lord God of truth. And aftes thou 
haſt given reſt to my Spirit in thy 

NE _ heavenly 
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228. The Authors "Prayer. 
_—_— manſjons, and to my. Bod 
NINO Fa wilt. rejoyn - nog 
ge m enjoy together the full 
Denels y redemption. in the-S| 
coſt of thy Saints, whoſe LE 
jo ed in glorifying thee For 


